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BOOKS 
Suggested by the Booklist Staff 


To READ the great books is to banish some of the chaos which ignorance of ourselves 
creates. This is because they are a mirror, but it is also because they are a company of 
minds. They draw us in, and their manners improve ours. Not the least virtue of a 
great book is that it is active all of the time; it works and plays tirelessly, so that our 
attention, following its progress, is steadily on the stretch. Its density is beyond the 
ordinary. It is easier to read than the relaxed and vacuous book, because it is more con- 
tinuously worth while. Many men have found it so. That is why it is a classic. 

From Liberal Education by Mark Van Doren 


* * * 


As IT wAs with the War between the States, so it will be with this War between Nations. 
It will not be won when the Allied armies have paraded in triumph through the Branden- 
burger Tor and down Unter den Linden. It will not be won when the last embers of 
Japanese resistance have been smothered by the hail of bombs and the Rising Sun has 
sunk back into the obscurity from which it arose to run its dreadful course across the 
skies. It will not be won when the peace treaties have all been signed, sealed and deliy- 
ered, however wisely they may be drawn and however noble and unselfish the spirit which 
animates their authors. It will be won only when free men and women everywhere on 
this planet have accepted, not only in their minds but in their hearts, the fact that peace 
is indivisible, that it can be had only at a price, and that every one of us must pay a little 
part of that price and go on paying it for the inestimable privilege of living in a free and 
peaceful world. It will be won only when the United Nations has become as unquestion- 
ably a permanent and living fact as the United States has now become. 

From Hour of Triumph by George Fielding Eliot 


” * * 


TILL RIPE middle age, a man should toil to increase his income rather than decrease his 
expenses, for the fear of enlarging his expenses takes away much of his power of initiation 
and action. The contrary—when a man begins to feel that he is growing old. 


This rule holds also for the income and expenses of his intellectual economy. 
From In Praise of Wisdom by Jacob Klatzin 
Cette Oe a) 
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President’s Report 


HE ACTIVITIES of the American Li- 
: a Association in the past year have 
been so entirely controlled by war conditions 
that its organization may almost claim to 
parallel the pattern of our Army. 


BoaRDS AND COMMITTEES 


In military parlance, the smallest work- 
ing unit, the squad, matches the A.L.A. 
boards and committees. The largest boards, 
such as Adult Education, with its three 
subcommittees, and Intérnational Relations, 
with advisory and cofresponding members 
from Latin America; might count as pla- 
toons. There have been sixty-three active 
committees this year of which ten are joint 
committees with representation from other 
national societies. Largest of all is the 
Membership Committee of seventy-five: 
there is at least one person from every state 
and from each Canadian province and popu- 
lous states have an additional representative 
from each of the large cities. It has meant 
heroic effort to keep growing without a 
convention. The boards are eight in num- 
ber and are in all-the-year-round action of 


astonishing effectiveness. 


Rounpb TABLES 


Our battalions are the round tables: 
tighteen of them. They have had no chance 
to get their groups together since the Mil- 
waukee meeting. Several of them, however, 
such as the Junior Members, the Staff Or- 
ganizations, and the Hospital Libraries, 
have projects in process or a quarterly publi- 
cation to keep them growing. 


DIvISsIONS 


The divisions of the A.L.A. army listed 
in order of size are: 


1. Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People 

2. Association of College and Reference 
Libraries 

3. Division of Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion. Its regional groups spread continuous 
development over the entire map 

4. Library Extension Division 

5. Trustees Division. A splendidly sus- 
tained series of articles by library trustees 
has appeared this year in the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin under the stimulus of this division. 


HEADQUARTERS 


The Headquarters staff is to valiant com- 
bat troops of workers in libraries what the 
staff officers are to the Army’s chain of com- 
mand. ‘There are five departments in the 
A.L.A. office with codes, maps, training, and 
skill to assist the library profession of the 
United States with plans of action. 

Mr. Milam won’t stay squeezed into a 
staff office. He has, instead, the tastes and 
temperament of the indomitable ‘“C.G.” 
himself. Since his two months in Latin 
America, he may have acquired the enamel 
of the minister plenipotentiary and the en- 
voy extraordinary on top of the campaign- 
er’s tan from the District of Columbia. He 
and Mr. Dooley keep administration run- 
ning almost too fast for any of the rest of 
us to be in step. 

Julia Wright Merrill is head of intelli- 
gence with both head and intelligence in 
constant evidence. 

Training and operations are Miss Hos- 
tetter’s and Miss Timmerman’s, backed by 
their twin super-boards of Education for 
Librarianship and Salaries, Staff, and Ten- 
ure. 
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Finally, our departments of supply are 
Publishing and Membership. Miss Beatty, 
from annual dues alone, has brought al- 
most $68,000 into the treasury, and Mr. 
Fontaine, with a dozen new publications, 
periodicals (including The Booklist and 
Subscription Books Bulletin), as well as a 
stock of standard books published before 
1943-44, has made total sales of over a hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars this season. 


EXECUTIVE BOARD 


The Retiring President, the newly in- 
augurated President, and the First and 
Second Vice Presidents met at Headquarters 
on July 7-8, 1943, to make plans for the 
new year. An Executive Board meeting 
was set for October 9-11, and it was de- 
cided that a letter should be sent to mem- 
bers of the Council to cover the happenings 
in the summer months when the August 
issue of the Bulletin is not published. 


THE CoUNCIL 


At the October Executive Board meeting 
a resolution was passed that questions of 
policy, which would normally be presented 
for action at Council meetings, be pre- 
sented during the period when no meetings 
are held for correspondence vote, if the 
Council approved. This resolution was 
subsequently passed by mail vote of the 
Council, and since then several matters have 
been submitted to it in the same way. Be- 
cause little war-related business demanded 
action, it was decided in deference to the 
desire of the Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion that the midwinter meeting and an- 
nual conference would not be held this 
year. 

New CoMMITTEES 


A widespread feeling that the A.L.A. is 
not holding the interest of its full member- 
ship caused appointment of a committee to 
investigate possibilities for fuller participa- 
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tion. It is called the Committee on Rela. 
tions with Local Groups, with Marian ¢. 
Manley as chairman. A second new com. 
mittee to be created was in response to a re. 
quest from the Ohio Library Association 
that a study be made of the report published 
by the Educational Policies Commission of 
the N.E.A. in 1939, called “Social Services 
and the Schools.” John S. Richards has ac. 
cepted the chairmanship of this Committee 
on Public Libraries—Public Schools Rela- 
tions. His purpose is a preliminary com- 
parison of the relative advantages and 
disadvantages of public library service rep- 
dered to schools by independent library 
systems and by school systems. The report 
will be used as a basis for a request to one 
of the foundations to finance a thorough 
survey and recommendations. 


GRANTS FROM FOUNDATIONS AND THE 
GOVERNMENT 


Well over half of the Association’s an- 
nual expenditures are of money received 
for specified undertakings for the betterment 
of libraries sponsored by foundations or the 
Department of State. A _ request was 
made to the Carnegie Corporation for 
emergency related to the war. 
These included plans for helping the de- 
mobilized and disabled; study of teaching 
methods being used in the Army and Navy 
which might be applicable to library schools 
and adult education; suggestions for the 
future development of hospital libraries; and 
ways for improving college, public, and 
school libraries. This was refused since the 
corporation is making no new grants at 
present. The following allocations began to 
function during the present fiscal year: 


services 


Rockefeller Foundation 





— 





Union Catalog, Mexico, D.F. ...$ 8,500.00 
Aid to Libraries in War Areas— 
PPR MMIPEIR 5 kak gasses as ceased 70,000.00 

Aid to Libraries in War Areas— 
Reference Books ..........--- 100,000.00 
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WARREN: PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


International Relations (Washing- 


ES TT TET ee 38,397.03 
Guide to Comparative Literature 5,000.00 
Library School, Quito, Ecuador .. __2,350.00 
Library School, Sao Paulo, Brazil 

NS) eee 27,500.00 
Survey of the Army Medical Li- 

brary (Surgeon General’s Of- 

ED 5446004 shes 4eenbns 20,000.00 
Army Medical Library classifica- 

END a ncccccccnsestins 4,000.00 
Roster of American library per- 

sonnel for service abroad ..... 2,500.00 

State Department 
Books for Latin America ....... 125,000.00 
American libraries in Latin Amer- 
En ore 64,000.00 


U.S. Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs 
Donated books for other Ameri- 


Ere ee 1,500.00 
Books for Institute of Health and 

Tropical Diseases ............ 1,200.00 
Books for Physics Institute of Na- 

tional University of Mexico . 5,000.00 


Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace 


Toward cost of travel of British 
Ss Sivee Rak auvadies< 


600.00 


A policy has been established by which 
the administrative expenses and the expenses 
of book purchases of grants are paid for 
from the grants themselves. 


PLANNING 


In 1943 Dr. Joeckel’s report on Post- 
War Standards for Public Libraries was the 
greatest concrete advancement toward li- 
brary planning. It has wakened many li- 
brarians to their weak points and started 
them toward visible goals of improvement. 
A year later comes Louis Round Wilson’s 
pamphlet, Library Planning, to provide a 
full inventory of the past. It also states 
what problems should be studied if we are 
tolive up to our best possibilities. Its bibli- 
ography of 154 items, if shaken and swal- 
lowed as a giant dose, is guaranteed to 
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make you pass any civil service examination 
in librarianship. 

Miss Merrill’s department has _ been 
working all year on measuring individual 
libraries with Dr. Joeckel’s standards. Paul 
Howard is now preparing suggestions as to 
how the standards can be reached. 


MAKING LIBRARIANS 


With staff shortage the most gnawing 
ache in every library anatomy, it is only to 
be expected that the Board of Education for 
Librarianship and the Board on Salaries, 
Staff, and Tenure should be deep in ques- 
tionnaires and tabulations to recruit more 
competent people and to give them training 
in book knowledge rather than methods. 
Through collaboration of the Board of 
Education for Librarianship and the Inter- 
national Relations Board, Carl Melinat, of 
the Syracuse Library School, has made a 
report on the kinds of librarians needed for 
service overseas. Edwin E. Williams, of 
Harvard College Library, has finished a 
study on libraries in international postwar 
culture. The library schools have all been 
energetically replacing celluloid with plastic 
in their curricula. The Board of Education 
for Librarianship in cooperation with the 
American Association of Library Schools is 
continuing its recommendations as to de- 
grees which should be conferred on library 
school graduates. The Board on Salaries, 
Staff, and Tenure is making a check on how 
personnel meets the A.L.A. Classification 
and Pay Plan in public libraries. From a 
Rockefeller grant a census of librarians 
fitted for service in specific countries and 
specific kinds of positions is in process. 


DEMOBILIZATION AND READJ USTMENT 


Mr. Vitz has prepared two editions of his 
opportune and practical memorandum on 
how libraries can best assist the returned 
service man and woman and the industrial 
worker to a new job. His findings have 
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been discussed at meetings of state library 
associations. The Indiana, and 
Wisconsin library associations, for example, 
had a two-day joint session March 4 and 5, 
which scattered the ideas of experts across 
the continent and brought into existence 


[llinois, 


dozens of vocational information services 
near library entrance doors. 
None of these safe-at-home undertakings 
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seems worth recounting, however, in cop- 
trast to the heights of gallantry and endur- 
ance the young men of our country haye 
scaled this year. 
of our profession that we can now be mak- 


It is the one consolation 


ing ready for them the libraries of knowl- 
edge and enjoyment which they will want 
when they come home. 

ALTHEA H. Warren, President 


Executive Secretary's Report 


The annual report of the Executive Secretary, heretofore printed in the Annual 


Reports number, is included on pages 417-23 of the October 15 news issue of the 


A.L.A. Bulletin. 
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A.L.A. International Activities 


International Relations Board 


Study of past and future may properly rate 
as the main concern of the board this year. 
The past serves chiefly as teacher for the 
future. The future depends largely on the 
needs of libraries in other parts of the world, 
on the resources at hand to meet those needs, 
on the policies of governments and people 
concerned. 

Interest in and work with friends abroad is 
nothing new for the American Library Asso- 
ciation. Decision, however, as to the best step 
to take tomorrow to help those friends entails 
conditions and situations as new as they are 
uncertain and undefined. In that respect, to 
be sure, the Association is on a par with the 
rest of the world. The responsibility for 
planning for that future is none the less 
grave. 

That the library is one of the normal in- 
struments of education was admitted and 
accepted throughout the discussions at various 
conferences on postwar educational problems 
held during the year. That neither the 
teacher nor the librarian had any idea of im- 
posing North American methods, practices, 
and routines on any country was likewise 
taken for granted and with equal readiness. 
That such help as could be given for re- 
establishment of regular education, intschool 
and out, for youth and for adults, would be 
gladly offered by school authorities and li- 
brarians, was plain to all. 

It was not so simple, however, to decide 
just how help may best be given for restock- 
ing of books, resupply of furniture and equip- 
ment, retraining of personnel, or how such 
help might surely aid and not harm. One 
of the most significant events of the year was 
the submission to Congress by the President 
on February 29 of a memorandum addressed 
to him by Under Secretary Stettinius recom- 
mending that the Department of State extend 
to other parts of the world its interest and 
activities in cultural matters hitherto confined 
to Latin America. 


It has had extensive relations with several 
other efforts of wide extent: the translation 
program of the Department of State, the 
reproduction of Axis material now under way 
by the Alien Property Custodian. The board 
has been able to keep closely in touch with the 
work of the committee of the American Coun- 
cil of Learned Societies studying the protec- 
tion of cultural monuments in war areas, also 
with the commission headed by Justice Roberts 
for conservation of cultural resources. 

Much time and thought have been given to 
study of the probable response to appeals for 
gifts of books for libraries in war areas when 
once peace has returned. Cooperation with 
the special libraries associations of the coun- 
try seems assured—a joint effort of all the li- 
brarians of the country. 

Contacts have been made with various 
groups in the country that want to help 
particular foreign libraries because of blood 
relationship or community of interests. Here, 
too, the hope of joint action has been kept 
constantly in mind. Connection with the new 
library services at the French University of 
Algiers has been established, and extension to 
the rest of Europe as the situation develops 
may be counted as certain. 

A new phase of the board’s activities will 
be developed by means of a grant from the 
Rockefeller Foundation for purchase of books 
published in 1939-43. Preparation of a list 
of titles to be considered for this purpose is 
now under way in the New York Public 
Library. Advice and counsel as to the hu- 
manities from the constituent members of the 
American Council of Learned Societies are 
assured. For the sciences, pure and applied, 
cooperation is sure in a list now under way 
for the National Research Council. The 
board, with Rockefeller Foundation funds 
and through the subcommittee on Aid to Li- 
braries in War Areas, has been able to con- 
tinue subscribing for current scholarly jour- 
nals for distribution after the war. 
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Further tangible evidence of goodwill has 
been made possible this year by a grant from 
the Rockefeller Foundation of a small fund 
for immediate purchase of books needed by 
foreign libraries, purchases where the oppor- 
tunity of benefit will be increased in equal 
measure to the promptness of response. In 
this way books have been sent to Algiers, 
Accra, Moscow, and various parts of Latin 
America. 

Libraries of information about the United 
States are now spread halfway around the 
world. Following the success of the American 
Library of Information opened in London 
by the Office of War Information, similar 
centers have been started in Sydney, New 
South Wales (February 16), and Melbourne, 
Victoria (March 29). Others in Wellington, 
New Zealand, and Johannesburg, South 
Africa, are nearly ready. One for Bombay, 
India, is scheduled for sometime this summer. 

The Subcommittee on the Orient and South 
Pacific, under the chairmanship of Charles H. 
Brown, has been particularly active. It gave 
its major attention to China. It maintained 
relations with Sino-American organizations, 
with Chinese scholars in the United States, 
and with the China Section of the State De- 
partment Division of Science, Education, and 
Art. With their assistance, “A Proposed 
Cultural Program for Sino-American Rela- 
tions Involving Libraries” was prepared and 
is now being revised. 

Arrangements were made, through Dr. T. 
L. Yuan, of the National Library of Peiping, 
for the purchase of recent Chinese publica- 
tions. Thirteen American libraries contrib- 
uted one thousand dollars each for this pur- 
pose, but the purchases have been delayed by 
the Chinese inflation. Following an interview 
with Mr. Brown and through the China Sec- 
tion of the State Department Division of 
Science, Education, and Art, Vice President 
Wallace delivered about seven hundred 
pounds of cultural material, chiefly books, to 
over forty Chinese institutions, and in return 
brought to this country Chinese publications 
for the thirteen American libraries. 

An article was published in the 4.L.4. Bul- 
letin for December 1943 entitled “Our Stake 
in China.” Later, in the Library Journal, 
there appeared “The Library Situation in 
China,” condensed from a report by Dr. Yuan, 
and “The Implementation of the China Pro- 
gram.” 
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Through Dr. Ping-Wen Tsou arrange. 
ments were made which will provide the 
twelve agricultural libraries which are planned 
for China with files of the various United 
States experiment station bulletins. Many 
agencies are collecting books for shipment to 
China, and the committee has served as a 
medium of communication for this work. 

The committee has also helped directly or 
indirectly in the preparation of special lists 
of printed material to be used in the recon- 
struction of Chinese (and incidentally Euro- 
pean) libraries. Among these was a list of 
about seven hundred “Important Research 
Books in Science Published in the United 
States, 1940-1944,” compiled by the Iowa 
State College Library for Norway but used 
also to care for Chinese demands. 

The committee has prepared a list of Ameri- 
can librarians who are interested in working 
in Chinese libraries after the war and it has 
attempted to stimulate the interest of Ameri- 
can librarians in China and to aid them in 
exhibits, forums, and group meetings. 

In May 1944 Dr. Yuan submitted a re- 
quest, with the approval of the Chinese Min- 
istry of Education, that an American librarian 
be sent to China. The State Department pre- 
pared to accede to this request. Unfortu- 
nately, the three librarians who seemed best 
equipped to undertake the trip were unable to 
go on short notice. It is hoped that the op- 
portunity will again present itself. 

Mention must be made of the great help 
received from the Library Association of 
China through Dr. Yuan. Much of the ac- 
complishment of the year would have been 
impossible except for (1) a grant from the 
Rockefeller Foundation for the expenses of 
the committee; (2) the time and attention to 
the development of Sino-American library re- 
lationships given by the State Department 
Division of Science, Education, and Art; and 
(3) the help received from the members of 
many Sino-American organizations. To all of 
these appreciation is due. 

For general supply of books to libraries in 
Latin America, the board, with the aid of 
the subcommittee, worked with the Depart- 
ment of State in place of the Office of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs. No 
essential change in principles or details fol- 
lowed the shift in sponsorship. Mention may 
also be made of grants from the Office of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs for 
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books for the Instituto de Salubridad y En- 
fermedades Tropicales and for the Instituto 
de Fisico, both in Mexico. 

In September 1943 a contract between the 
Department of State and the Association was 
signed for the operation and administration 
of the three libraries now operating in Mexico, 
Nicaragua, and Uruguay. 

Harry M. Lydenberg resigned as director- 
librarian of the Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin 
in July 1943 to begin on August 2 his present 
post as director of the Washington office of 
the board. Rudolph H. Gjelsness succeeded 
him in Mexico. The work on the union 
catalog of serials in Mexican libraries begun 
by Mr. Gjelsness continues under his general 
supervision. In Nicaragua Edward M. 
Heiliger, sometime of the Wayne University 
Library at Detroit, became librarian in place 
of Rodolfo O. Rivera, who transferred to the 
Managua Embassy some months earlier but in 
the meantime had been able to give general 
supervision to the work of the library. 

Ecuador offered a new field when the Em- 
bassy in Quito reported to the Department of 
State in Washington that Mrs. Dorcas W. 
Reid, a trained librarian now resident in 
Quito, volunteering in the establishment of 
new libraries and reorganization of existing 
ones, would be able to start a short-term 
library school if the necessary funds could 
be found. Thanks to help from the Rockefel- 
ler Foundation, money was granted for this. 
Marietta Daniels was sent to Quito on leave 
from her post in Escuela Normal at Santiago, 
Panama. The school was opened on March 
6 and ran its course with satisfaction to the 
staff and benefit to the community. 

The National Library of Peru added to 
its misfortunes by fire and the hazards of war 
in earlier years, almost complete destruction 
by fire on May 10, 1943. The disaster evoked 
speedy, spontaneous, sincere response from this 
country. Expressions of sympathy were sent 
'y government and people. A committee met 
in Washington in July, called by the Secretary 
of State. A delegation of three, headed by the 
thief of the Hispanic Foundation in the Li- 
brary of Congress, went to Lima early in Au- 
gust. Gifts of books were gathered from 
friends in this country, a substantial part of 
the appropriation for Books for Latin Amer- 
lca was allotted to Peru, two members of the 
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staff of the library were brought to the United 
States for study and observation of library 
methods, a visit from the architect of the 
new building was planned, and four instruc- 
tors from the United States, with one from 
Cuba, were sent for the library school open- 
ing in Lima on January 15. The cornerstone 
of the new building was laid on January 18 
with the president of the republic as leader of 
the ceremonies. 

Uruguay opened the Biblioteca Artigas- 
Washington on August 23, and the apprecia- 
tion of the opportunity for reading books 
about the United States thus offered has been 
as marked as in Managua and Mexico. 

The Advisory Committee on Books for 
Latin America has met frequently through the 
year, that for Aid to Libraries in War Areas 
on October 6, and the board itself has held 
meetings on Oct. 27-28, 1943, and April 25 
of this year. 

Members of the board: William Warner 
Bishop (consultant), Charles Harvey Brown, 
Rudolph H. Gjelsness, Milton E. Lord, John 
Richmond Russell. (Keyes D. Metcalf served 
as alternate for Mr. Gjelsness while the 
latter is out of the country.) 

Members of the Committee on Aid to Li- 
braries in War Areas: John Richmond Rus- 
sell, chairman, William Warner Bishop, Wy]l- 
lis E. Wright. 

Members of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Europe and Africa: Milton E. 
Lord, chairman, Milton James Ferguson, 
Charles R. Sanderson, Ruth Savord, Helen 
Lawrence Scanlon. 

Members of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Latin America: Rudolph H. 
Gjelsness, chairman, Lewis Hanke, Mrs. 
Eileen R. Cunningham, Charles F. Gosnell, 
Sarita Robinson. 

Members of the Advisory Committee of 
the board: Arthur E. Gropp, Ione Marion 
Kidder, Eleanor Mitchell, Rodolfo O. Rivera. 

Members of the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with the Orient and South Pacific: 
Charles H. Brown, chairman, John G. Bar- 
row, Harry Clemons, Mrs. Evelyn Steel 
Little, Ralph Munn (consultant). 


Frora B. Lupincton, Chairman 
Harry M. Lypensere, Director, 
International Relations Office 
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Canadian Library Advisory Board 


The personnel of this board is identical with 
that of the Executive Committee of the Cana- 
dian Library Council, incorporated under do- 
minion law in December 1943. 

The council met in Winnipeg, January 17 
and 18, to evaluate past activities and to 
formulate plans for the future. It 
decided to employ a full-time secretary to 
carry out the executive and organizational 
duties of the council and Elizabeth H. Morton 
was subsequently appointed, taking up her 
duties on May 15. Since then two coopera- 
tive compilations have been prepared: a 
manual on library work, in the series 
Educational Aids for Service Personnel of the 
Canadian Legion Educational Services, and 
the brief, Library Service for Canada, which 
has been forwarded to the House of Commons 
Special Committee on Reconstruction and Re- 
establishment. 

Of various planned, Rural 
Canada Needs (with a French 
edition entitled Livres pour Aujourd’hui et 
Demain) by Nora Bateson, has been com- 


was 


publications 
Libraries 
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pleted and distributed. 

The council has cooperated with the War. 
time Information Board in distributing bibl. 
ographies on reconstruction and rehabilitation 
to Canadian libraries and in preliminary plans 
for the issuing of a periodical list of Canadian 
government documents. It is also assisting in 
plans for a film on rural library service which 
the National Film Board hopes to produce | 
during the coming season. 

Numerous other projects are under cop. 
sideration. With a national library among 
dominion postwar plans and a growing aware. 
ness in the provinces of the library’s place in 
the community, the council is faced with q 
new challenge every morning! No day a 
long enough for all there is to do. 

Members of the board: Nora Bateson, 
Alexander Calhoun, Elizabeth Dafoe, Léo- 
Paul Desrosiers, Héléne Grenier, Gerhard 
R. Lomer, John M. Lothian, Edgar S. Robin. 


son, Charles R. Sanderson. 





MarcGaret §S. GILL, Chairman 


| 
Foreign Libraries to Recetve Catalog of Library of Congress | 


Printed Cards 


The committee has carried on extensive 
correspondence and has drawn up a tentative 
list of foreign libraries to receive the catalog. 
It decided, however, that it would be unwise 
to make the final allocation before the war 
was over because the situation in many coun- 


The Extension of Library Services | 


| 
tries may be quite different after the war than | 
it was when the last word from them was | 
received. 
Members of the committee: Flora B. Lud 
ington and John R. Russell. 
Keyes D. Metcatr, Chairman 


@ 


Library Extenston Division 


The Library Extension Division has held 
no meeting this year. The activities 
carried on mainly by correspondence although 
the president or the executive secretary, or 
both, met in Chicago with Miss Merrill 
several times for discussion and conference. 
Officers were frozen for another year, and no 
election was conducted this year. Mrs. Loleta 
Dawson Fyan, president of the division, was 
an official delegate to the national confer- 


were 


ence of the American Country Life Associa- 


tion in April and will serve as recording 
secretary for the association this year. Mar- 
garet Winning, Brooklyn Public Library, was } 
appointed to represent the division on SI 
Committee on a Book Campaign for Devas 
tated and Other Libraries in War Areas which 
has been set up by the Council of National 
Library Associations. 

The discussions by correspondence this yeat 
have brought these results: 

Committee on Postwar Planning, appointed 
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to act as a joint subcommittee of the American hundred dollars each to the library extension 
Library Association Postwar Planning Com- institute held at the University of Chicago, 
mittee, has been approved. August 21-26, the recipients to be individuals 
» War. Amalgamation of Library Extension Divi-_ who could not otherwise attend. The State 
y bibli.| sion with proposed public libraries division of | Agency Section of the Library Extension Divi- 
itation | the American Library Association. Majority sion also contributed a scholarship of seventy- 
y plans | yote was against any definite action until a five dollars to the same institute. 








nadian | later date. An executive board meeting is planned for 
ting in Publishing. A minimum contribution of October in Chicago at the time of the Ameri- 
which one hundred dollars to a travel fund for the can Library Association Council meeting. 
roduce | author (when chosen) of a county library The president of the Library Extension 
manual. Division was Mrs. Loleta Dawson Fyan. 
r con- Scholarships. Two scholarships of one Muriet S. MarcHant, Secretary 
among 
tee 4 Library Extension Board 
ace in - 
with 8 | New impetus and a fresh point of view are of the state agency; stronger state library 
day is given to library extension by the postwar plan- agencies and more state aid; federal grants 
ning movement. Basic to a planned program to the states both as a stimulus and to equal- 
ateson, | of library development, according to the Post- ize differences in financial ability; organized 
Leo. War Standards for Public Libraries, are: and dynamic citizen interest on the state level; 
ethard (1) complete public library coverage; (2) li- more large units and experimentation in vari- 
Robin- brary service of adequate quantity and dy- ous types of units; opportunities for special- 
| namic quality; (3) large units and coopera-_ ized training, internship, and in-service train- 
tion in library service. The official Michigan ing for library extension personnel; more 
— plan calls for complete library coverage factual studies as in library contracts; better 
through seventeen regional branches of the service to racial minorities. 
state library for two thirds of the state and Nearly thirty-five million people in the 
for state stimulation of county libraries for United States are still without public library 
the lower, wealthier, and more populous _ service. 
rthan | third, with continuing state aid. — Pan : 
= dint Millions of men in the armed forces are Legislative and Constitutional Action 
| learning what good library service means in Four biennial and five annual legislative 
ta the highly effective camp and naval station sessions and two constitutional conventions 
libraries provided by the Army and Navy and were held in the so-called off-legislative year. 
irman | ‘through the intensive distribution of paper- State aid was made available for rural 


bound books overseas. Will they accept a public library development for the first time in 
lower quality or a complete lack of library Georgia by action of the governor as chairman 
) provision when they return? of the state budget board between sessions, 
Some immediate progress can be reported in the amount of one hundred thousand dol- 
even in a war year: careful consideration lars for the year. State aid was renewed in 
and adoption of library articles by a constitu- Michigan, New Jersey, Rhode Island, and 
tional convention; state aid secured in one Virginia, and increased in New York. 
yrding | Ore state and renewed in several states; Louisiana’s fund for demonstrations, included 
Mar. | increased appropriations for several state in the commission appropriation, was increased 
y, was} *Bencies; passage of a complete new library considerably. But a state association bill for 
. a code in one state; spread of county and re- $350,000 for aid to establish parish libraries 


levee gional libraries usually as a result of state passed the legislature only to be vetoed by 
which aid an institute on library extension at the the governor. The South Carolina State 
tional University of Chicago Graduate Library Library Board set aside a part of its small 

chool. appropriation for state aid. The Virginia 
s year But the needs are very evident: modernized state aid act of 1942 was amended in the 


library laws, looking toward complete cover- light of two years’ experience. Efforts to 
inted age through mandatory provisions or branches _ secure first appropriations failed to carry in 
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Kentucky, Mississippi, and South Carolina. 
State agency appropriations were increased 
appreciably in Louisiana, Michigan, New 
Jersey, and Virginia. They were renewed in 
the same amount or with small increases in 
Kentucky, Mississippi, New York, Rhode 
Island, and South Carolina. No legislature 
reduced the state agency appropriation. 

By a Virginia amendment the state library 
board will consist of seven members, six 
appointed by the governor for five-year terms, 
staggered, and the superintendent of public 
instruction ex officio, instead of five members 
appointed by the state board of education. 

A revised and simplified library code was 
adopted in Kentucky, including provision for 
regional libraries and contract service. Mis- 
sissippi municipalities were permitted to levy 
a mill tax for library purposes. 

The Missouri constitutional convention 
gave serious consideration to several library 
proposals submitted by the state library asso- 
ciation and citizens council. To date one 
article has been included, in the chapter on 
education, recognizing the responsibility of the 
state to promote public libraries and another 
is pending in the chapter on taxation. In New 
Jersey a committee of the state library asso- 
ciation considered what library proposals 
might be presented to the constitutional con- 
vention but made no formal proposals. The 
completed draft, however, provided that the 
governor could consolidate or reassign depart- 
ments of the state government, and an ad- 
visory commission to the governor had already 
recommended consolidation of the public li- 
brary commission and the state library. 
Adoption by the conventions is of course only 
a preliminary step to formal adoption of com- 
plete drafts by referendum vote. The Arkan- 
sas Library Commission circulated petitions 
for submission to the people at the November 
election of a constitutional amendment per- 
mitting counties to vote a library tax of not 
more than two mills. 

An aid to the states in legislative planning 
is the long-awaited new edition of American 
Library Laws, published by the A.L.A. in 
December 1943 with financial help from the 
Carnegie Corporation. 


Spread of Libraries 


County library development continued 
steadily in states where state aid is available; 
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more slowly elsewhere. Losses due to with. 
drawal of W.P.A. help have now beep 
written off. A revised list issued the end of 
March showed 651 counties in continental 
United States with county or regional |. 
brary service, 4 in Hawaii, and 4 Canadian 
regional libraries (British Columbia and 
Prince Edward Island). This number is ep. 
couraging as compared with 225 a decade ago 
but. small in comparison with the total of some 
three thousand counties in the United States. 

One war boom town at least established a 
library—Vanport City, Ore., where the school 
district contracted with the Portland Library 
Association for service, using a federal grant 
under the Community Facilities Act and pro- 
viding housing. 

Local library projects are apparently stimu- 
lated by the postwar planning movement. In 
Sherbrooke, Quebec, the movement was 
headed by the junior board of trade and may 
extend to the large trading area as well as to 
the city of 24,000 population. 

The planning movement can be a powerful 
force if state or provincial library leaders 
can steer it away from too small county or 
town libraries and toward units large enough 
to give the quality of service demanded by the 
times. 


Information and Advisory Services 


With many of these projects the Library 
Extension Board and staff have been called 
on for information and advice. For example, 
information on state aid was sent on request 
to committees in Kentucky, Tennessee, Wash- 
ington state, and New York, and advice given 
on the ground in Mississippi. State agency 
organization data was sent to a Connecticut 
committee and state agency work discussed 
in Arkansas with a new state worker and the 
members of the library commission. Facts 
about minimum and maximum tax levies were 
compiled for a New Jersey trustee in connec- 
tion with constitutional proposals and con- 
ferences had with the Missouri leaders in 
relation to their constitutional project. Inquit- 
ies on library establishment ranged all the way 
from a small Maine city to a large but 
sparsely populated Wyoming county. Board 
members are active in their own states. The 
great need, when travel is again feasible, is 
for active field work in cooperation with state 
leaders. 
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With Federal Agencies 


Federal aid for complete library coverage is 
an objective of this board, though plans and 
action are in the hands of the Federal Rela- 
tions Committee. Close relations were main- 
tained with the Library Service Division of 
the Office of Education and with the Division 
of Farm Population and Rural Welfare of the 
Department of Agriculture. One member of 
the board and the secretary attended a plan- 
ning meeting of leaders in the Tennessee 
Valley states, called by the T.V.A. Library 
Service Specialist, and realized again the value 
of continued federal stimulus and leadership 
in library development. 


Citizen and Other Groups 


A new approach to a number of major 
organizations was made by a formal letter 
from President Warren calling for action 
toward complete library coverage, followed by 
conferences at their headquarters offices by the 
secretary of this board. Immediate results in- 
cluded recommendation of state chairmen and 
active state programs by one strong organiza- 
tion and a request for a library article for a 
national journal. 

Opportunity to bring libraries to the atten- 
tion of many organizations was afforded by 
the American Country Life Conference in 
Chicago, at which the A.L.A. was represented 
by the chairman, secretary, and two members 
of this board. The report of the Committee 
on Educational Standards for Rural People, 
accepted by the conference, included strong 
statements on rural public library service with 
extracts from the Post-War Standards for 
Public Libraries. 

Close relations with the public administra- 
tion agencies in Chicago were continued. A 
conference was had with the newly established 
Council on Intergovernmental Relations in 
Washington, resulting in the promise that 
libraries will be considered in the county 
studies and experiments being carried on. 

The Canadian Library Council issued an 
attractive pamphlet for use with citizens under 
the title Rural Canada Needs Libraries and 
a French edition, Livres pour Aujourd’hui et 


Demain. 
Studies and Surveys 


Publication of a new edition of American 
Library Laws by the A.L.A. has already been 


mentioned. A significant study, Library Ex- 
tension under the W.P.A. by Edward B. 
Stanford, was published by the University of 
Chicago Press. 

The Maryland state agency was surveyed 
by Ethel M. Fair for the Maryland State- 
Wide Library Survey Committee. Local sur- 
veys include the Library of Hawaii by the 
territorial bureau of the budget; Charlotte 
and Mecklenburg County Library by John 
Adams Lowe and Tommie Dora Barker, for 
the A.L.A.; and the branch needs of the three 
New York City library systems by Ralph 
Munn and Alfred M. Githens, with the in- 
terest and financial help of the New York 
Planning Commission.  Self-surveys, using 
the Post-War Standards for Public Libraries 
as a base, have been carried on by library 
staffs, such as the Los Angeles Public Library 
and the Public Library of the District of 
Columbia. The Los Angeles County Public 
Library is conducting a comprehensive survey 
of branch service in the light of population 
trends, in cooperation with the county regional 
planning commission. The data assembled will 
be used to determine future branch sites and 
facilities based on Post-War Standards for 
Public Libraries. 


A.L.A. Division 


Close relations between the Library Exten- 
sion Division and this board continued and 
were strengthened by the two agencies electing 
the same presiding officer. New appointments 
to the board were made by the A.L.A. Execu- 
tive Board on nomination of the division. The 
board is also interested in the organization of 
the proposed public libraries division. 


Library Extension Institute 


The year closes with an intensive week of 
library extension lectures and discussion at 
the Graduate Library School of the University 
of Chicago. Library problems were analyzed 
against a background of public administration, 
rural sociology, and programs in related fields. 
This board has long urged the need for such 
institutes and had addressed a formal request 
two years ago to the university. It is partici- 
pating unofficially through the dean and two of 
the lecturers. 


Board Personnel 


A full meeting of the board was not possible 
in the absence of A.L.A. conferences. Three 
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members of the board met informally at 
Headquarters with the Executive Secretary 
and the secretary of the board, on April 13, 
1944, taking advantage of attendance at the 
A.C.L.A. in Chicago. 

Members of the board: H. Marjorie Beal, 


Postwar 


The urgency of planning now for the post- 
war period on the part of the A.L.A. and all 
its boards, committees, and divisions was rec- 
ognized by the Executive Board at its meeting 
in October 1943, in discussion with the chair- 
man and secretary of this committee. As a 
basis for this discussion a memorandum on 
Library Planning had been prepared by Louis 
R. Wilson at the request of the Executive 
Board and the committee and sent in advance 
to the board members. Later it was given 
wider distribution, comments and additions 
were solicited and received (including plans 
of other national library organizations), and 
these were used in a revision prepared by Dr. 
Wilson. This was published in the A.L.A. 
series Planning for Libraries, off the press in 
August. 

Public library planning reached its first 
milestone at the end of the last report year 
with publication of Post-War Standards for 
Public Libraries as the first number of the 
Planning for Libraries series. This was re- 
ceived with interest and respect by public 
administration and flanning organizations and 
political scientists and was widely reviewed in 
such organs as Public Management. It was 
made the basis of a statement on planning for 
rural library service by a committee on educa- 
tional standards of the American Country Life 
Conference in April, at which the committee 
was represented by its chairman and secretary. 

Within the profession the publication was 
welcomed as a needed tool. The demand made 
a second printing necessary by November and 
a third printing in the summer of 1944. Li- 
brarians reported use with library trustees, 
community leaders, and staff planning com- 
mittees, and in formal surveys. State library 
agencies used copies with state and local board 
members and with librarians of the smaller 
libraries. Library schools made it a tool in 
their teaching. Recent reports of the Detroit 
and Seattle public libraries were based on quo- 
tations from its statement of objectives. 
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John Mackenzie Cory (in the armed forces), 
Carleton B. Joeckel, Helen E. Vogleson (al. 
ternate to Mr. Cory), Hazel B. Warren. 


LoLteta DAwson F YAN, Chairman 
JuLia WricHT Merrit, Secretar; 


Planning 


The second step of the committee’s public 
library program—an evaluation of present 
service in terms of the standards—is nearing 
completion. It has been a cooperative task 
and a slow one, since funds were not available 
for more intensive work. Data for the several 
chapters were digested and summarized by a 
member of the committee, Amy Winslow, by 
members of the Headquarters staff, and by 
Helen L. Butler and Dorothy Schumacher, 
who were employed for brief periods. Revised 
drafts were prepared by Stewart W. Smith in 
the spring and summer of 1944 and a new chap- 
ter prepared on service not measurable statis- 
tically, based on visits to several libraries of 
different sizes. Some work remains to be 
done. 

The third step—preparation of a national 
plan for public library development—was be- 
gun by Paul Howard in May. He hopes to 
have a tentative draft ready for criticism by 
the committee when it meets in October in 
connection with the meeting of the A.LA 
Council. 

College and university library planning has 
been carried on by a joint subcommittee of this 
committee and of the A.C.R.L., headed by 
William H. Carlson, with very limited funds. 
A preliminary outline was first sent out for 
criticism and constructive suggestions received. 
A number of the subcommittee members met 
with the chairman in connection with the Re- 
gional Institute on Demobilization and Read- 
justment in Chicago in March. They worked 
individually on various phases of the subject, 
and Ralph M. Dunbar analyzed statistics 
from the compilation College and University 
Library Statistics 1939-40, issued by the Office 
of Education. A final document is anticipated 
by fall. ; 

In the meantime, the American Association 
of Teachers Colleges, through a committee on 
standards and surveys headed by Carter Alex- 
ander, compiled and published in May 194 
a pamphlet Tomorrow's Libraries for Teach- 
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ers Colleges: a Checklist to Aid in Securing 
Library Plant and Equipment Equal to the 
Expected Demands on These Institutions. 

School library planning has been the task of 
a joint subcommittee of this committee and of 
the Division of Libraries for Children and 
Young People, under the leadership of Mrs. 
Mary Peacock Douglas. A tentative draft of 
standards was sent out for criticism by indi- 
viduals. This was revised in terms of sugges- 
tions made. In July the second draft was 
considered at a three-day conference of mem- 
bers of the subcommittee, officers of the 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People, its School Libraries Section, and state 
school library supervisors. This group of 
about twenty persons, representing all types of 
school libraries and wide geographic distribu- 
tion, met in Chicago at individual expense, 
which is a significant indication of the strong 
interest of this library group. The second 
draft was then revised by Mrs. Douglas in the 
light of that discussion. Publication in the 
late fall is anticipated. 

Prison libraries. Objectives and Standards 
for Libraries in Adult Prisons and Reforma- 
tories, prepared by the Institution Libraries 
Committee of the American Prison Associa- 
tion, were endorsed by its executive commit- 
tee, by the A.L.A. Institution Libraries 
Committee, and, on recommendation of the 
latter, by the A.L.A. Executive Board. The 
document was printed as a supplement to the 
Prison World for July-August 1943, and addi- 
tional copies are available from the Prison 
Association chairman, Raymond Embree, Fed- 
eral Reformatory, Chillicothe, Ohio. 

State and local planning for all types of 
libraries, and for service as well as buildings, 
is as essential as planning on the national 
level. The time for it is now, in order to 
build on the general interest in planning, to 
use the advice of planning officials, and to 
ensure inclusion of library plans in those of 
the state and community as a whole. The 
committee therefore welcomed the oppor- 
tunity to contribute articles to the Confer- 
ence in Print number of the 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
issued in February 1944. It maintained rela- 
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tions with the American Society of Planning 
Officials and the American Municipal Asso- 
ciation which made it possible for state and 
local libraries to cooperate in the institutes 
carried on by those agencies and by state 
planning and municipal organizations. It 
cleared information on state planning through 
circulars to state library associations and their 
planning committees. 

State planning is under way in varying 
degrees. The Michigan State Board for Li- 
braries, for example, filed with the state plan- 
ning commission and published a state plan 
calling for seventeen regional branches of the 
state library, demonstration bookmobile units, 
and adequate quarters for the state library. 
The British Columbia, Connecticut, Mary- 
land, and Ontario library associations have 
made surveys or prepared plans. The Mis- 
souri Library Association and Citizens Coun- 
cil concentrated their effort on inclusion of 
basic library provisions in the draft of a new 
state constitution. To date one article has 
been included, in the chapter on education, 
recognizing the responsibility of the state to 
promote and aid public libraries. State plan- 
ning was emphasized at state library meetings. 

Local planning, even for building needs, is 
in an earlier stage, in general. A striking 
example of results already secured is the 
activity of the city planning commission and 
the three library systems of greater New 
York. The planning commission made pos- 
sible a study by Ralph Munn and Alfred M. 
Githens resulting in a comprehensive proposal 
for the extension and development of library 
service throughout the city. Recommenda- 
tions were presented at a public hearing of the 
commission before the report was completed 
or published. Appropriations were immedi- 
ately authorized for needed sites for additions 
to main libraries or for branches, and for 
preparation of building plans. 

Members of the committee: William H. 
Carlson, Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, Carl 
Vitz, Amy Winslow. 


CARLETON B. JOECKEL, Chairman 
Jutia WricHt MerriLi, Secretary 


Branch Librarians Round Table 


Since the second annual meeting of the 
Branch Librarians’ Round Table, held during 
the Milwaukee Conference, June 25, 1942, 


there has been no regular meeting of this 
group. The officers elected at that time were 
frozen until such time as the round table can 
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hold another business meeting during the 
annual conference of the American Library 
Association. 

There have been some resignations in the 
elected officers, however, during the interim 
period 1942-44 and appointments to vacancies 
have been made by the chairman, following 
suggestions from branch librarians and the 
President of the Association. 

From the beginning branch librarians have 


Fed. era / 


A major project this year was the effort 
by the committee and the Executive Secretary 
of the A.L.A. to find an approach to federal 
aid for libraries which would carry conviction 
in war times. Negotiations are in process, 
but the story cannot yet be told. In the 
meantime, the state library associations were 
called on to appoint federal relations 
representatives so as to be ready to go into 
action when needed. 

President Warren visited Washington in 
October 1943 and reinforced earlier efforts 
of the committee to secure more recognition 
of the importance of libraries by the War 
Manpower Commission and War Production 
Board. She was courteously received and 
presented a good case, but libraries are not 
yet rated as essential to the war effort. 

The Library Program Division of the 
Office of War Information, first under John 
M. Cory and then under Paul Howard, did 


Libra ry 


Again it has not proved feasible for the 
committee to meet during the year. Also, 
brevity has been requested. This report is 
therefore limited to calling attention to a few 
selected items appearing in print the past year 
and to brief comment on “trends.” 

Testimony accumulates as to the practical 
usefulness of Post-War Planning for Public 
Libraries (A.L.A., July 1943, $1.50), so that 
it seems appropriate again to emphasize the 
fact that in this important document the old 
one dollar per capita minimum is definitely 
superseded by standards of support varying 
from $1.00 to $1.50 and $2.00, depending on 
the standards of service to be attained. 

The discussions on “Financing Public Serv- 
ices after the War’ by Chatters, Marcus, 
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hoped and petitioned to become an integral 
part of a projected division of public libraries, 
Since this division has already received a 
favorable initial vote by the Council, branch 
librarians hope soon to have a more definite 
status and identity within it. 

The secretary of the Branch Librarians’ 
Round Table was Mrs. Miriam K. Swepston, 


Mrs. DorotHy T. HAGERMAN, Chairman 


Relations 


much to bring libraries into the thinking 
of government officials and to inform 
librarians of developments of concern to them. 
The division was discontinued this spring, 
however. Its functions were transferred to 
the Library Service Division of the US, 
Office of Education, which was already giv- 
ing this committee and libraries much help. 

Relations were established, or explored, 
with Selective Service, the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration, and the Surplus Property Administra- 
tion. They were continued with the Office 
of Price Administration, the War Food 
Administration, the National Housing Agency, 
and others. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Lucile 
L. Keck, Marguerite Kirk, John Russell 
Mason, Joseph C. Shipman, Beverly Wheat- 
croft. 


Julia Wright Merrill served as 
secretary. 
W. A. Moon, Chairman 
Revenues 


Dooley, and others in the 4.L.4. Bulletin for 
February 1944, may here be noted. 

The chapter on “Financial Management” in 
McDiarmid and McDiarmid’s The Adminis- 
tration of the American Public Library indi- 
cates how budget preparation and presentation 
may affect actual appropriations. Similarly, 
Edward A. Wight in Public Library Finance 
and Accounting shows how good accounting 
may inspire the type of confidence that begets 
better budgets. 

In Frederick L. Bird’s The Trend in Tax 
Delinquency, 1930-1943, fortunately a down- 
ward trend is again noted with 1943 the 
ninth consecutive year in which tax collections 
have been abnormally high. 

Municipal librarians do well to keep 
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touch with the activities of the Municipal 
Finance Officers Association and its publica- 
tion Municipal Finance. A recent statement 
of its retiring president on the limited tax 
bases of municipal government has a definite 
bearing on library income, especially in these 
words: “It, therefore, becomes necessary for 
the Association to continue seeking additional 
sources of revenue, and instead of establishing 
a hodgepodge of small nuisance taxes, our 
thinking should take the shape of state-shared 
income or sales taxes on an expansion and 
retraction basis in order to meet varying 
economic conditions.” (Public Management 
26:213-14, July 1944.) 

While no careful study of all available 
figures has been made, again we find enough 
recent cases of municipal library appropria- 
tion increases to report almost a continuing 
trend upward. Specific cases picked at ran- 
dom include Lansing, Mich.; Canton, Ohio; 
Oakland, Calif.; and Newark, N.J. 

The 1944 New Jersey legislature removed 
the maximum limit of one mill heretofore 
applying to municipal libraries but retained 
the compulsory one third of a mill minimum. 

The annual report of the Library Extension 
Board (p. 331-34) gives additional informa- 
tion on increased revenues for many state li- 


Library 


This report digests all materials received 
before Aug. 1, 1944. 


PARTS I AND II 


NEW STATE LEGISLATION ; CANADIAN 
PROVINCIAL LEGISLATION ; 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION 


Subject Index to Report 


Certification of Librarians and Civil Service 
Codification of Library Laws 
County Libraries 

Joint Library Service 

Law Libraries 

Legislative Libraries 

Library Taxes 

Postwar Planning 

Retirement Funds 

School Books 

State Contributions 

State Libraries 
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brary agencies and other significant develop- 
ments. 

In the field of college and university finance 
attention should be called to College and Uni- 
versity Investments and Income, 1925-41 by 
J. Harvey Cain, to the data in the 4 mericana 
Encyclopedia Annual, in the Biennial Survey 
of Education, and in College and Research 
Libraries. Dr. Wight, of the committee, sub- 
mits the following brief statement: 

College and university library income has suf- 
fered little in the past year, as judged by the 
reports of expenditures for the past two years 
reported in volumes of College and Research 
Libraries. The median expenditure for about 
fifty universities is slightly higher for 1943 than 
for 1942, while for almost an equal number of 
colleges the median dropped about seventeen hun- 
dred dollars during the same period. Of the 
41 universities reporting comparable figures for 
the two years, 18 showed gains over the pre- 
vious year and 23 showed losses. 


A short selected reading list supplementing 
that presented by the committee last year is 
printed as Appendix B on page 403. 

Members of the committee: Laura B. 
Briesemeister, Errett Weir McDiarmid, Ed- 
ward A. Wight, Grinton I. Will. 

JoHN Boynton KalseEr, Chairman 


14.L.A. Bulletin. 37:333-34, 404, Oct. 15, 1943. 


Legislation 


ARKANSAS 
Library Taxes 


A constitutional amendment, which would 
authorize a county property tax for the main- 
tenance of public county libraries or for county 
library service, will be submitted to the voters 
in November 1944. 


CALIFORNIA 
Codification of Library Laws 


As a result of an extensive recodification 
program, the library laws of California are 
now found in division 11 of the education 
code of 1943. 


Postwar Planning 


Chapter 47 of the 1944 Laws, which ap- 
propriates $10,000,000 to aid counties and 


‘For information on federal legislation see the re- 
port of the respective committees. 
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cities in planning postwar public works, should 
benefit libraries. 

ILLINOIS 
Codification of Library Laws 


The revised version of the library law may 
be found on pages 849-65 of the 1943 Laws. 


KENTUCKY 
Codification of Library Laws, Joint Library 


Service, Library Taxes, Retirement Funds 


A new library law which repeals previous 
laws was passed by the 1944 legislature. 
House Bill 317 provides for the establishment 
of new libraries, regional libraries, library 
boards, taxes, and pensions. 


LOUISIANA 
County Libraries, School Books 


Two bills providing funds for parish li- 
braries and school library books did not be- 
come law. 


MICHIGAN 


Postwar Planning 


Five million dollars were appropriated for 
the planning of postwar activities, such as the 
construction of public buildings. 


MISSISSIPPI 
Library Taxes 
Senate Bill 195 authorizes municipal prop- 
erty taxes for public library purposes. 
MISSOURI 
Legislative Libraries 
The 1943 legislature provided for a legisla- 
tive library (Laws, pages 632-38). 
Library Taxes 
A 1943 law (Laws, pages 638-39) changes 
the library tax law for small communities. 
NEW YORK 
Law Libraries 


Senate Bill 384, which would have author- 
ized certain law libraries to sell or exchange 
old or duplicate law books or documents, was 
not reported out of committee. 
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OREGON 
Postwar Planning 


Two mimeographed sheets on postwar plan. 

ning were issued by the state library. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

State Libraries 

The 1943 legislature established the state 
free library commission and abolished the state 
library and the position of the state librarian 
(chapter 111). 

VIRGINIA 

Certification of Librarians and Civil Service 

Chapter 183 amends and re-enacts that sec- 
tion of the code which deals with the state 
board for the certification of librarians. 
State Contributions 

State aid to public libraries was authorized 
by chapter 315. 
State Libraries 

Chapter 314 recodified statutory provisions 
relating to the duties of the state library 


board. 
WISCONSIN 


Certification of Librarians and Civil Service 

Chapter 276 of the 1943 Laws permits the 
exemption of certain groups of librarians from 
civil service rules. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Joint Library Service 

Changes in the law on union library dis- 
tricts resulted from chapter 21. 

MANITOBA 

Codification of Library Laws 


The Manitoba Library Association 1s at 
present drafting a library act for presentation 
to the provincial government. 


PART III 
AMENDMENT TO THE American Library Laws 


The second edition of American Library 
Laws, which was prepared under the direc- 
tion of James C. Foutts, was published in 
1943. Plans for supplements thereto have 
not been announced as yet. 
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PART IV 
STATE LIBRARY BUDGETS; SALARY INCREASES 


The parenthetic figures refer to that part 
of the budget which is appropriated for sal- 


aries. 
CALIFORNIA 


1943-44, $185,030 ($144,220); 1944-45, 
$183,460 ($144,850). 

COLORADO 
1943-44, $7610 ($4600); 1944-45, $7730 


($4780). 
ILLINOIS 


1943-45, $396,830 ($295,620). 
KENTUCKY 
1943-44, $15,000 ($9074). 
LOUISIANA 
1944-45, $1§0,000 ($89,500) ; 1945-46, no 
change. 
MICHIGAN 
1944, $147,000 ($94,700). Regular in- 
creases have been granted every six months 
in accordance with established civil service 
rules, 
MISSOURI 


1943, $13,109 ($9453); 1944, $21,190 
($11,046). 


NEBRASKA 
1943-44, $18,340 ($9500); 1944-45, no 
change. 
NEW YORK 
1944-45, $399,700 ($249,700). 


OREGON 


The state budget commission authorized 
increases in salaries totaling $7000. 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
1943-44, $16,450 ($8900); 1944-45, no 
change. 
VIRGINIA 
Chapter 284 provides for a 20 per cent 
increase on the first $1000 of salaries and a 
15 per cent increase on the second $1000. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


1943-44, Can. $28,050 (Can. $11,400); 
1944-45, Can. $31,890 (Can. $12,240). 


Members of the committee: Francis X. 
Dwyer, William A. Gillard, Olive C. Lath- 
rop, Alma C. Mitchill. 

WILLIAM B. STERN, Chairman 


Book Post 


On Mar. 26, 1944, the new revenue law 
sustained by Congress over President Roose- 
velt’s veto went into effect. Under this law 
the postal rate for books was increased. 

A special proclamation by President 
Roosevelt on Nov. 1, 1938, first allowed a 
special book rate. This presidential procla- 
mation, which was three times renewed, ex- 
pired on June 30, 1942. Through the efforts 
of the Book Post Committee and other inter- 
ested groups, a special three-cents-a-pound 
book rate became a law on July 1, 1942. 

Although the book rate of three cents a 
pound is still in operation, the new law pro- 
vides for increases in postage for book 
shipments mailed under this special book rate 
law as follows: 


The rate of postage on all mail matter of the 
fourth class shall be increased by an amount 
equal to 3 per centum of the rate provided by 
existing law or by 1 cent, whichever is the 


greater. If the 3 per centum amount results in 
a fractional part of a cent, such fractional part 
shall be disregarded unless it amounts to one- 
half cent or more, in which case it shall be in- 
creased to 1 cent. 


The new law further provides: 


The increases in postal rates, fees, and charges 
made by this title shall cease to be in effect on 
and after the first day of the first month which 
begins at least six months after the termination 
of hostilities in the present war. 


The revenue bill H.R. 3687 was introduced 
in the House of Representatives in November 
1943 and was speedily passed by the House 
in the same form as originally introduced. 
Carl H. Milam, Executive Secretary for the 
American Library Association, sent telegrams 
protesting the increase in postal rates to raise 
general revenue to members of the Senate 
Finance Committee, the Senate Committee on 
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Post Offices and Post Roads, and to individual 
senators, who previously had been helpful in 
getting the book post passed. 

Since the 3 per cent increase in the book 
post rate is to remain in effect only for a 
period of six months after hostilities cease 
and since so little is involved financially, the 


Book Post Committee, after consultation with 
Mr. Milam and Everett O. Fontaine, decided 
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not to fight further the passage of the bill lest 
the American Library Association should give 
the impression that it was trying to impede 
legislation necessary for the war effort. 
Members of the committee: Raymond ( 
Lindquist, John H. Moriarty, Wayne Shirley. 


Louise SAVAGE, Chairman 


Jury on Citation of Trustees 


In May 1940 the Trustees Division sub- 
mitted a resolution to the Council of the 
A.L.A. recommending the citation of outstand- 
ing library trustees in service to be made 
annually at a general session of the A.L.A. for 
a trial period of three years. This is the 
fourth report for the Jury on Citations, since 
the three-year trial period has been carried 
over another year through A.L.A. Executive 
Board action freezing all committees. The 
members of the jury unanimously recommend 
the continuation of the Jury on Citation of 
Trustees, for there is increasing interest in 
this citation among librarians and trustees 
throughout the country which, in turn, has 
stimulated greater interest in the promotion 
and development of libraries and _ library 
service on a local, state, and national basis. 
Incidentally the jury finds itself engaged in a 
research activity not altogether anticipated 
when it was appointed, for the nominated 
trustees bring the libraries they serve into the 
evaluation and the committee learns of the 
source and amount of the library’s income, 
whether or not it receives state aid, the 
standards of the library’s service, personnel, 
and library laws. 


The two trustees to receive the 1944 award, 
one from the East representing metropolitan 
library and one from the West 
representing rural library service, add to the 
distinguished group of trustees to receive the 
awards since 1941. The citations of merit 
were awarded to Mrs. Philip Sidney Smith, 
trustee, Public Library of the District of 
Columbia, “in recognition of her service as a 
trustee, influential in securing funds and gifts, 
strengthening cooperative relationships be- 
tween school and library, promoting the 
library’s activities through civic and Friends 
of the Library groups, and advancing library 
development by unremitting interest and wise 
liberal policies;’ to B. F. Coen, trustee, 
Public Library and Larimer County Library, 
Fort Collins, Colo., “in recognition of his 
service as trustee, friend of libraries, believer 
in the value of the book, especially for rural 
boys and girls, and trail blazer in his efforts 
to secure books and library service for all the 
people in Colorado.” 

Members of the committee: Donald Ker- 
neth Campbell, Mrs. Bertha Trebein Flynn, 
M. M. Harris, Charlotte Ryan. 

LAURANCE J. Harwoop, Chairman 


service 


The Educational Role of Libraries 


Adult Education Board 


The task of the Adult Education Board 
has always been to suggest and promote adult 
education services in libraries; to report ex- 
periments, new methods, and practices; to 
give advice to libraries requesting it; to help 
plan adult education research and studies; 
and to cooperate with other agencies in the 
field. Despite the difficulties of wartime 


conditions and the lack of a_ specialist a 
Headquarters, this has been done. With m 
meetings it has been difficult to keep informed 
on accomplishments of individual libranes 
and the chairman must be pardoned if thos 
reported are ones in which she has had some 
part. There have been various experiments 
with discussion as an aid to learning até 
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THE EDUCATIONAL ROLE OF LIBRARIES 


several training courses in discussion leader- 
ship, largely as follow-ups of the wartime 
institutes. More and more libraries are 
offering regular film programs. The board 
has cooperated with the A.L.A. Audio-Visual 
Committee in its effort to get documentary 
films into libraries and in exploring the pos- 
sibility of the use by libraries of film records 
developed in university research. The chair- 
man has had conferences with representatives 
of the Twentieth Century Fund, educational 
film companies, and other organizations inter- 
ested in producing or making available edu- 
cational aids or program materials. 

The major social movement of the year, 
that of planning to meet the problems of the 
demobilization period, occupied much of the 
chairman’s time. She participated in Execu- 
tive Board discussion, helped to shape the 
program of the Chicago Regional Institute on 
Demobilization and Readjustment and was 
partially responsible for the exhibit, ‘assisted 
in drawing up the manifesto on demobiliza- 
tion and the library, and helped the Chicago 
Adult Education Council plan a training course 
in informal counseling for lay workers in so- 
cial agencies. 

When possible, board members attended 
important conferences and maintained close 
contact with other adult education agencies. 
Mrs. Marion Emsley Hawes attended the 
Working Conference on Postwar Adult- 
Education Problems of the A.A.A.E. Julia 
Wright Merrill and Alice M, Farquhar 
attended meetings of the Illinois Library 
Association and the Chicago Adult Educa- 
tion Council, and a citizenship education 
meeting called in Chicago by the United 
States Immigration and Naturalization Serv- 
ice. The chairman spoke at the annual meet- 
ing of the American Association of School 
Administrators and at the spring institute of 
the University of Minnesota Library School. 
Miss Merrill sent material to a professor of 
Pennsylvania State College who was writing 
an article on adult education for the American 
Yearbook and to the president of the adult 
education department of the National Edu- 
cation Association for a chapter on the library 
to be incorporated in a book on adult educa- 
tion in the United States written for British 
readers, 

Inability of members of subcommittees to 
get together has made it difficult for them 
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to plan and carry out new projects. The 
Subcommittee on Library School Curricula 
feels its job was completed with Sigrid A. 
Edge’s thesis. The Subcommittee on Parent 
Education has been concerned with juvenile 
delinquency but turned down a project on sex 
education as they felt the lack of recreational 
facilities, planned work, and parental super- 
vision rather than lack of sex knowledge was 
basic to delinquency. The Subcommittee on 
Readable Material attempted to compile a 
list of reading suitable for adults with less 
than fifth-grade education but abandoned it 
for lack of suitable materials. Rudolph 
Flesch, chairman of the committee, published 
two magazine articles on readability and a 
book, Marks of Readable Style, an analysis 
of readability and a statistical formula for 
testing it. 

The personnel of the board was frozen for 
1943-44, but this fall will see new appoint- 
ments as the terms of Margaret Fulmer and 
Miss Farquhar expire. Miss Fulmer will 
continue to help, the cause through her new 
position at Headquarters. 

In looking back over the twenty years that 
have elapsed since the first report of the 
board in 1924, we see that we have come a 
long way but that the goal is still far ahead. 
That first report dealt with our dawning 
surprise that education should be considered 
a lifelong process and a recognition of what 
this meant in opportunity for the library. At 
the ten-year milestone, the report conceded 
that the nation was beginning to be aware of 
the library as an informal educational agency 
and that the foundations for informal educa- 
tion had been laid. The nation is still barely 
aware of us; few libraries have advisers or 
are yet motivated by an adult education ideal, 
and we are still a long way from John Fin- 
ley’s 1924 goal of adult educational oppor- 
tunity for every man and woman in the coun- 
try. 

Looking ahead, there are indications of a 
new emphasis. Beginning with the emphasis 
on individual study, we progressed to group 
work and discussion, and now we speak more 
of learning by doing, especially by working 
cooperatively on community problems. Cer- 
tainly the problems ahead will demand all 
the facility we have in all three of these 
techniques and show that we haven't pro- 
gressed far in the perfecting of any of them. 
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Beginning ‘with extensive participation in de- 
mobilization and readjustment activities, we 
will continue to inject library adult education 
into all community projects, helping the plan- 
ners to plan and educating the people on prob- 
lems and issues so they may be the planners. 

There will be new materials used and new 
techniques tried. There will be more co- 
operative projects, better vocational help, 
more extension service, better adult education, 
and bibliotherapy in hospitals. There will be 
more projects and more experimental pro- 
grams. If librarians are to help the builders 
of peace as much as we have aided the war 
leaders, we will take more seriously our 
responsibility for fanning the small flame of 
idealism in those Americans who are more 
interested in a return to normalcy and na- 
tionalism than they are in coping with minor- 
ity problems on the local level or planning 
for a world that will make war impossible. 
The main emphasis must be on stimulation of 
thinking and imagination, on the importance 
of ideas, on broad liberal education. 

The board sponsored for Council adoption 
last year the A.L.A. policy statement on the 
role of books and libraries in the war. Some- 
thing similar today is needed for guidance on 


4.L.A. BULLETIN: 


OCTOBER 1, 1944 


the postwar period. We need a fuller state. 
ment on postwar adult education policy than 
is given in Post-War Standards for Public 
Libraries. We need blueprints of adequate 
organization for adult education for libraries 
of various sizes and types. Libraries should 
have five-year plans of their own for this 
service. We believe with James Truslow 
Adams that “How lasting, how successful, 
and how satisfactory the world of the future 
shall prove may largely depend on how ade. 
quate adult education may prove,” and we 
believe that the library’s part in this adult 
education program is important. 

In 1944, with an opportunity such as we 
have never had before, adult education js 
truly at the crossroads. Librarians who care 
about its future need to stop for reflection, 
square their practices with the best educa- 
tional theory, and plunge bravely into the 
hard but vital tasks ahead. 

Members of the board: Leslie E. Brown, 
Charles H. Compton, Margaret Fulmer, Mrs. 
Marion Emsley Hawes. 


AticeE M. FarquuHar, Chairman 


1 Adams, James Truslow. Frontiers of American 
Culture. New York, Scribner, 1944. 364p. 


Educational Relationships in Local Communities 


The work of this committee during the past 
year, as in 1942-43, has centered on the 
preparation of practical reports addressed to 
the library profession and concerned with 
the place of the library (all types) in coopera- 
tive community activities. 

A.L.A. plans directed toward. standards 
for adult education in the postwar world, 
as well as programs already initiated by 
libraries to assist in immediate problems of 
demobilization and readjustment, find the 
committee formulating a new program which 
will, perhaps, go beyond reporting and in- 
augurate action. It is planned to appoint a 


subcommittee in the near future, whose 


Association of College 


The last meeting of the Association of Col- 
lege and Reference Libraries was held in 
Chicago on Feb. 1, 1943. At that time 
the board of directors recommended that sec- 
tion officers continue in office until the next 


chairman will be given full authority to chart 
new objectives. 

Any librarian having concrete ideas as to 
future constructive work to be undertaken 
by the committee is asked to write to the 
chairman. Practical suggestions will be wel- 
comed and appreciated. 

The chairman takes this opportunity to 


thank each committee member for his com 
tinued interest and assistance. 
Members of the committee: Mary E 


Blossom, Leslie E. Brown, Dorothea F. Hyle, 
Lucie C. Nye, Mrs. Helen T. Steinbarger. 


IsABEL NICHOL, Chairman 


and Reference Libraries 


annual meeting. With only a few excep 
tions this practice has been followed. It has 
been impossible for some of the officers t0 
continue to serve. 

President Shaw arranged early in the yeat 
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for the necessary business of the division to 
be transacted by a mail vote of the board of 
directors. Several matters were brought be- 
fore the board for consideration, in addition 
to the annual budget. 

A proposed conference in print was ap- 
proved and a committee has been appointed 
to organize it. Errett Weir McDiarmid is 
chairman. The committee has agreed upon 
issues which should be discussed if a regular 
meeting were held, and members have been 
asked to contribute papers on these topics. 
The papers will be submitted to two or three 
persons whose duty it will be to criticise or 
reinforce the views that have been taken. 
The comments will be published with the 
papers in an early number of College and 
Research Libraries. 

A proposal from Dr. Netto, librarian of 
the Brazilian Foreign Office, that an exchange 
of books be worked out between certain 
American and Brazilian libraries was called 
to the attention of the secretary by Harry M. 
Lydenberg. Since it appeared to be a project 
which the Association of College and Refer- 
ence Libraries might sponsor, it was presented 
to the board of directors. The board agreed 
that the association should study the proposal 
and work out plans for an exchange if enough 
librarians seemed interested. The secretary 
sounded out a large number of librarians, 
most of whom were favorable to such an 
exchange. The president has appointed a 
committee to study the proposal and present 
the matter in detail to members of the divi- 
sion. 

The board voted to participate in the activi- 
ties of a Joint Committee on a Book Cam- 
paign for Devastated and Other Libraries in 
War Areas. Carl M. White, Columbia Uni- 
versity Libraries, New York City, was ap- 
pointed to represent the division. The joint 
committee is sponsored by the Council of 
National Library Associations. 

The board of directors has authorized the 
publication of four ninety-six-page issues of 
College and Research Libraries in 1944. It 
has also agreed to finance the preparation and 
publication of college and university library 
Statistics for the fiscal year 1943-44. 

The membership of the division as of May 
15, 1944, was 1981. The complete member- 
ship for 1943 was 2080. In 1941 there were 
2215 and in 1942, 2104 members. 


Sections 


Most of the activity of the sections was 
planned with a view to holding to previous 
organizational gains and accomplishments 
rather than to further venture and develop- 
ment. Newsletters were sent out by the 
Agricultural Libraries and Reference Librar- 
ians sections. A newsletter and questionnaire 
were sent to members of the Engineering 
School Libraries Section. These communica- 
tions kept the membership informed about 
section affairs and brought suggestions to the 
officers relative to future programs. The 
Engineering School Libraries Section, for ex- 
ample, asked its members for a list of services 
the section might render during the next year 
or so: whether there were bibliographies 
which might be compiled, whether there were 
articles which should be written, how mem- 
bership might be increased, and whether re- 
gional meetings should be held during the war 
period when A.C.R.L. conferences are sus- 
pended. 

The Libraries of Teacher-Training Insti- 
tutions Section has a committee at work on 
extension courses in the training of teacher- 
librarians. The Reference Tools Committee 
of the Reference Librarians Section has been 
continued. Ten projects were selected by the 
committee for immediate attention and others 
will be added, though most of them must 
wait for normal times for completion. 

The officers of the Junior College Libraries 
Section are planning to issue a newsletter next 
year. The directory of the Engineering 
School Libraries Section has been issued under 
the direction of Brother Aurelian Thomas, 
who is serving as acting chairman as well as 
secretary during the absence of Harold Lan- 
cour, who is on military leave. 


Committees 


The A.C.R.L. Committee on Wartime Ac- 
tivities. This committee has been very active 
during the past year. Its chairman is Charles 
H. Brown. Its major work is shown in three 
publications on “College Training and the 
War,” issued in Libraries and the War, for 
Jan. 19, 1943, July 10, 1943, and Nov. 20, 
1943. This series ceased when grants from 
the Carnegie Corporation for wartime activi- 
ties were discontinued. Notes on wartime 
activities in college and university libraries 
are now appearing in the Library Journal. 
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A comprehensive review of these activities was 
prepared by Phillips Temple, a member of 
the committee, and published in College and 
Research Libraries for December 1943. 

The most important work of the committee 
during 1943-44 was its negotiations with the 
Army and Navy for allotments which covered 
library costs in connection with the Army and 
Navy specialized training programs. These 
negotiations formed the basis of a very helpful 
report which was sent to librarians of colleges 
and universities with service contacts. A 
complete report, however, on the contribu- 
tions to the war effort of college, university, 
and research libraries will have to wait until 
after the war. William H. Carlson, Univer- 
sity of Washington Library, Seattle, has been 
appointed chairman of a subcommittee which 
is giving special attention to postwar plan- 
ning. This committee is under the general 
direction of the A.L.A. Committee on Postwar 
Planning and the A.C.R.L. Committee on 
Wartime Activities. 

Committee on College and University 
Library Buildings. Chairman Ralph E. Ells- 
worth reports that his committee has an- 
swered a number of inquiries during the year, 
ranging from specific questions concerning 
architects to more detailed analyses of library 
problems. The chairman is himself at work 
developing plans for the new library building 
of the State University of Lowa. 

During the coming year the committee will 
work closely with Julian P. Boyd, Princeton 
University Library, Princeton, N.J., who has 
organized a series of informal meetings of 


A.L.A..BULLETIN: 





OCTOBER 1, 1914 


librarians of universities planning buildings 
for the immediate postwar period. The pur. 
pose of these meetings will be to exchange 
ideas and information which might result jp 
economies in planning and also in improved 
buildings and services in the libraries about 
to be erected. Mr. Ellsworth is a member 
of this informal group. 

Periodicals Exchange Union. The name 
of this committee has been changed to the 
Duplicate Exchange Union and the proce. 
dures for exchanging materials revised. Don. 
ald E. Thompson, the chairman, sent a ques- 
tionnaire to all members of the union in May, 
calling attention to the changes in procedure. 
There are now seventy member libraries and 
several more are expected to join soon. Re- 
plies to a questionnaire sent out earlier in the 
year indicated that the union has made a 
real contribution to its members. 

Committee on Constitution and By-Laws. 
The two proposed amendments to the con- 
stitution relating (1) to life members of the 
A.L.A. who wish to become life members of 
A.C.R.L. and (2) to membership on the 
A.C.R.L. Board of Directors of its senior 
representatives on the A.L.A. Council, will 
be presented at the next annual meeting. 
The committee, which is headed by Samuel 
W. McAllister, University of Michigan Li- 
brary, Ann Arbor, did not meet during the 
year. 

The president of the Association of College 
and Reference Libraries was Charles B. Shaw. 


BENJAMIN E. Powe .t, Secretary 


School and Children’s Library Division 


Youth 

Library service to young people of high 
school age is the area in which the School 
and Children’s Library Division sees need for 
special emphasis as the year ends and the 
prospects for the conclusion of the war seem 
not far away. The demobilization period has 
as many implications for those who are grow- 
ing up at home as for those returning from 
military service. The library, like every other 
community agency which takes part of the 
responsibility for guiding young people, has 
obligation to know the problems which youth 
faces and to assist boys and girls through read- 


Services to 


ing guidance and discussion to understand and 
face those problems. 

Young people’s departments in public li- 
braries have found an increased seriousness 
on the part of some of their readers. There 
is a growing awareness of personal, voca- 
tional, and economic problems, some recog- 
nized by young people, others not yet 
recognized or faced but causing unrest and 
uncertainty. Older boys are still going into 
the armed services and are puzzled about their 
training and opportunities for work after the 
war is over. At the same time they are 
anxious to take their part in winning the wat. 
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Older girls are disturbed about the situation 
in which they find themselves emotionally and 
about their future. Many have left school to 
work in industry or in service occupations 
hecause it seems to them a patriotic duty or 
because the financial returns are tempting. 
Interrupted schooling will inevitably change 
the patterns of the lives of many young peo- 
ple. Supplementary education later will de- 
pend to a large extent on adult guidance and 
leadership. 

Only a small proportion of public libraries 
are now equipped with staff and materials to 
give the services young people need and re- 
quest. Comparatively few libraries and li- 
brary branches have librarians giving their 
entire time to work with adolescents and 
young adults. If reading guidance and other 
library services are to make their contribu- 
tion there must be a great increase in the 
number of qualified young people’s librarians 
on the staffs of libraries. In some there can 
be the temporary or transitional plan of 
designating a qualified member of the staff 
as responsible for recommendations and 
leadership in services to older youth. The 
shortage of librarians makes such additions 
or assignments a problem, but the urgency of 
the need has led some libraries to find ways 
to initiate young people’s service this past year. 
Study and strengthening of services to young 
people in both public and school libraries may 
perhaps result from attention to this subject 
at library meetings and in local communities. 
One aid in such study is the checklist “Chil- 
dren and Youth in Demobilization and Re- 
adjustment” which was prepared by the 
School and Children’s Library Division and 
was published in the May 1944 4.L.A4. Bulle- 
tin. The checklist included services to 
younger children as well as to adolescents. 


Services to Children 

The proportion of libraries with children’s 
librarians is much higher than those with 
young people’s librarians. However, the 
turnover of librarians w orking with children 
has been unusually heavy in the war years. 
Even so, the adaptation of programs to best 
serve children during the war and after has 

en recognized as a fundamental need and 
library programs have been flexible in adjust- 
ing their services. 

Children’s librarians in seventy-eight repre- 
sentative libraries reported to the School and 
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Children’s Library Division that even with 
depleted staffs they have cooperated with 
nursery schools, housing units, and extended 
school service programs, and assisted in com- 
munity programs of the Girl Scouts, Camp 
Fise Girls, Victory Corps, and Junior Citizens 
Service Corps. They have intensified reading 
guidance by increasing story hours and clubs, 
by reading groups in the library, and by 
further individual assistance to children and 
to their parents. They have helped children 
to find in reading some assurance from other 
times that even devastating wars end. Li- 
brarians have taken books and story hours to 
children in neighborhoods remote from li- 
braries. Libraries have cooperated with 
other community youth-serving agencies in 
identifying special problems facing children 
and young people and in working together on 
ways of solving them. A summary of this 
brief inquiry to children’s librarians was 
prepared for the U.S. Children’s Bureau and 
was made available by the bureau to its 
office and field staff. More widespread use 
was made possible through publication in 
Education for Victory and through reprints 
of the summary. The inquiry and summary 
were important chiefly because they pointed 
out a few of the ways unique to libraries in 
which children’s departments in public li- 
braries are taking their place as essential com- 
munity services. They suggest the desirability 
of an intensive study in the field. 

School library adaptations to present and 
forthcoming school programs were indicated 
in the series of articles on school libraries in 
wartime prepared from the study carried on 
by Helen L. Butler for the A.L.A. and the 
Division of Libraries for Children and Young 
People in the spring of 1943. Various articles 
in the series appeared in national and state 
education and library periodicals in the sum- 
mer and fall of that year. 

Both school and public library services 
needed for adequate programs for children 
and young people are suggested by the check- 
list prepared for community study by the 
U.S. Children’s Bureau under the title Our 


Concern—Every Child (U.S. Children’s 
Bureau, 1944. U.S. Government Printing 
Office, Washington, D.C. 15 cents). The 


library section of the pamphlet, prepared by 
the A.L.A. School and Children’s Library 
Division, is one of several sections on child 
health, welfare, and education. 
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Services to Rural Boys and Girls 


Opportunities for good library services are 
as uneven for rural boys and girls as for 
adults. Even in those areas where county or 
regional public or school libraries are estab- 
lished there is great variation as to the extent 
and nature of the services as well as in the 
pattern by which the materials and services 
are provided. The Workshop in Rural Edu- 
cation held at the University of Chicago in 
the summer of 1943 included in its recom- 
mendations the necessity for large area units 
for provision of library service if such service 
is to be adequate. This principle was recog- 
nized as fundamental. At the same time it 
was evident that the ways by which library 
services to boys and girls are provided vary 
in intensity and quality and consequently in 
effectiveness. They also vary widely in pat- 
tern and although these patterns have many 
elements of difference each may have im- 
portant values for the local situation. Since 
there has been relatively little recent descrip- 
tion in print of the services of libraries to 
rural children and young people, it was de- 
cided to focus the attention of the School and 
Children’s Library Division on this subject 
for the current year and possibly for a longer 
period. Field trips, insofar as they could be 
planned with restricted travel and limited 
travel funds, were supplemented by cor- 
respondence as a means of obtaining informa- 
tion. 

In line with this plan field trips were made 
to five regional libraries in the T.V.A. area 
in Kentucky, Tennessee, and North Carolina, 
and to regional and county libraries in 
Georgia and Minnesota. A brief conference 
of county librarians in Ohio was a helpful 
source of information, and inquiries to county 
and regional libraries in sixteen states brought 
specific descriptions of the ways in which 
children are now obtaining books and reading 
guidance. 

Participation of the division chief in the 
three-week Workshop in Rural Education 
held at the University of Chicago in the sum- 
mer of 1944 provided additional background 
for the study. The workshop provided 
scholarships for two state school library super- 
visors. 

Continuation of the emphasis of the di- 
vision on this subject for at least one more 
year seems important. 
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Intercultural Education 


Attitudes and understandings about race 
and nationality vary widely among young 
people as among adults. The same Prejudice 
and misinformation that are responsible for 
unintelligent adult attitudes occur among 
children. Acquaintance with the glowing 
stories and achievements which bring other 
cultures to.our understanding may come to 
many through reading. Books which may be 
a part of such an understanding are listed in 
three recent publications which were arranged 
for through the division: Ours to Keep; a List 
on the Culture of Man (The Booklist, July 
15, 1943, Pt. 2); Goodly Heritage (The 
Booklist, Dec. 1, 1943, Pt. 2); and Four 
Freedoms and the Atlantic Charter, 1943 
(A.L.A., National Council of the Social 
Studies, and the National Council of Teachers 
of English). 


Standards for School Libraries 


The development of a new statement of 
school library standards by the Postwar Plan- 
ning Committee of the A.L.A. School Li- 
braries Section and the Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People was a major 
event of the year and one which may have 
important implications for school library 
development. 

The second draft of standards for school 
libraries was discussed during a three-day 
meeting in Chicago in July. The meeting 
was called by Mrs. Mary Peacock Douglas, 
chairman of the committee. Publication of 
the standards statement after further revision 
is expected in 1945 as one of the A.L.A. series 
Planning for Libraries under the title “School 
Libraries for Today and Tomorrow: A State- 
ment of Standards.” 


State School Library Developments 


The end of the year saw the addition of 
a state school library supervisor to the state 
education department in Connecticut. Con- 
necticut also added a regional librarian who 
will work with both public and school l- 
braries in one area in the state. Florida 
State Education Department has again filled 
its position of school library consultant on 
approximately a half-time basis. No other 
one factor has such influence on the strength- 
ening of school library service as the work of 
a qualified school library supervisor. As more 
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states add them the general level of school the National Council for the Social Studies 
library service can move ahead with greater for librarian cooperation in section meetings 
race speed. Through the leadership of state at the 1944 council meeting. 
ay supervisors there is growth of a common An article on “Postwar Standards for Com- 
dice understanding among school administrators, munity Library Service” was prepared for the 
for teachers, and librarians of the library services annual The American School and University. 
ong needed for the school programs of that state. 1 
ving State aid for school libraries continues to Division Staff 
ther be an important factor in the development of The division had the good fortune during 
Bx school libraries. For the past year the fol- the summer of 1944 to have Mrs. Mary 
y be lowing amounts of state aid have been used Peacock Douglas carry on the work of the 
d in for school library books: division during the period when the division 
ged ER a iviwi ckcecheabsnvaenit $150,000 chief was on leave teaching at the University 
_ 5.515 6: 4:8 91 SradK Sha bwin 150,000 of Chicago. Mrs. Douglas, as incoming 
July inva vnsn amend deeb +0 gee 150,000 president of the Division of Libraries for 
The ina dike oy dee aioe hnes 120,000 Children and Young People and as retiring 
= eR Pe On eee 50,020 chairman of the School Libraries Section, 
1943 Minnesota .....------.--- +2 +++ eserves 33,090 brought a wealth of experience with A.L.A. 
cial op el TE 19,009 groups as well as with school libraries to her 
hers GS... : 25 waadoctn radkenowe SDD ‘oak ot Mendenssterh 

EEE Pere | 10,000 Jessie Gay Van Cleve, the first chief of 

National Organizations and Agencies the division and the person responsible for 

_ its leadership during 1936 and 1937, died in 

t of In addition to materials mentioned above January of this year. The development of 
—_ a chapter on libraries was prepared for the the work of the division has been in large 
Li US. Office of Education bulletin The Com-  jneasure the result of her philosophy and 
aries munication Arts and the Victory Corps. The vision. Her concern that all children should 
ajor division chief served as consultant on a series hyaye opportunity to know and love good books 
have of articles on filing vocational materials pre- in both library and school has become a major 
rary pared under the sponsorship of the Occupa- givision aim. 

tional Research Section of the National Voca- 
hool tional Guidance Association and served as Mivprep L. BATCHELDER, Chief 
-day consultant on the Reading Lists Committee of School and Children’s Library Division 
eting 
” Division of Libraries for Children and Young People 
ision An important revision of the constitution ties of each section as well as of the division. 
eries changed the status of the retiring president The March number consisted of discussions 
chool and the chairmen and vice chairmen of the prompted by the Conference in Print, 4.L.4. 
tate- sections from ex officio members of the board Bulletin, February 1944. 

of directors to that of voting members, thus 

giving to the board the full value of their Committee Reports 

knowledge and experience. Constitution Committee, Elizabeth D. 
yn. of Publication of the first directory of the Briggs, chairman: The revisions of the con- 
state division, Directory of Members 1942-1943, stitution and by-laws were approved by the 
Con- brings together much needed information for board of directors of the division, published 
who division officers and committees, the whole in the November 4.L.A. Bulletin, and voted 
al li- membership, and the A.L.A. The work was upon by the membership in January. 
orida organized and carried to completion by Julia Editorial Committee, Alice Louise LeFevre, 
filled F. Carter (first division president) and the chairman: The committee has read and eval- 
it on children’s librarians of the Cincinnati Public uated three manuscripts and commented upon 
other Library. a number of publishing proposals submitted 
ngth- Top of the News, the division quarterly to the Publishing Department of A.L.A. in the 
rk of bulletin, edited by Gladys English, made its field of work with children, schools, and 
more tegular appearance with news of the activi- young people. 























348 


Postwar Planning Committee, Mrs. Mary 
Peacock Douglas, chairman: A first draft of 
proposed standards for school libraries was 
sent to all members of the division committee, 
to members of the division board, to members 
of related A.L.A. committees, and to a large 
list of consultants. The tentative standards 
were presented to the members of the divi- 
sion board at its meeting in Cleveland, Sep- 
tember 1943, and later to the board of the 
School Libraries Section. The constructive 
criticisms received will be incorporated in a 
second draft to be completed this summer. 
Work on standards for library work with 
children and young people through public 
library service is in the embryo stage. 

Magazine Publicity Subcommittee, Helen 
O’Conor, chairman: The difficulties inherent 
in wartime living have had their effect on 
this subcommittee, too. In cooperation with 
Mildred L. Batchelder and Olga M. Peter- 
son, A.L.A. Headquarters, the former chair- 
man prevailed upon the Saturday Review of 
Literature to include a column of books for 
children and young people in that periodical. 
Mary Gould Davis is editor. The committee 
plans to inspire articles on current problems 
for various journals during the coming year. 

News Subcommittee, Frances Margaret 
Grim, chairman: Material has been assembled 
for the division scrapbook. It includes five 
articles written by division members and pub- 
lished in professional magazines, fourteen lists 
and bibliographies, and one news item. 

Radio Broadcast and Recording Commit- 
tee, Harriet W. Leaf, chairman: Owing to 
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technical difficulties, the master records of 
stories told by Mrs. Gudrun Thorne-Thomsep 
are not yet completed but will be released this 
fall. Requests for the use of children’s rec. 
ords in countries abroad where English js 
understood and from the Royal Norwegian 
Information Service for use in teaching at 
library schools in North and South Americ 
have been received. Mrs. Thorne-Thomsen 
will give her time to the project when needed. 
In order to obtain priorities on materials the 
committee urges individuals and groups inter- 
ested in owning these records to write the 
chairman recommending specific titles to be 
recorded. The committee was represented at 
the Institute for Education by Radio held in 
Columbus on May 5-8. 

Representatives of the division attended 
the Institute for Education by Radio in Co- 
lumbus; the first conferente of the Junior 
Town Meeting League, Columbus; and meet- 
ings of the Council of National Library As. 
sociations, in New York and Philadelphia. 

A year without meetings for planning and 
discussion of work in progress or to be de- 
veloped, means that work continues, of course, 
but that there is a loss in interest and aware- 
ness of the activities and the purpose of the 
division among the membership as a whole. 
To offset this inevitable lag a wider and 
larger distribution of committee work among 
the members is recommended. 

The secretary of the Division of Libraries 
for Children and Young People was Mar- 
garet Alexander. 

Mary S. WILKINSON, President 


N.E.A. and A.L.A. 


(Joint Committee on School Libraries) 


“Children’s Books of 1942-43,” selected by 
the Detroit public schools for the joint com- 
mittee, was printed in the November 1943 is- 
sue of the Journal of the National Education 
Association. The Library Association of 
Portland, Ore., nas accepted the committee's 
invitation to prepare a similar list for 1943-44. 

The committee made plans to offer advisory 
service on school libraries at the five regional 
meetings of the American Association of 
School Administrators in February and March 
1944. However, space for exhibits was not 
provided and it was not possible to have such 
a service at all of the meetings. At Seattle, 


Gertrude D. Mills arranged for a room fora 
meeting of library leaders who might attend 
the meeting and for an exhibit of materials 
at the public library, which was near the ho- 
tel headquarters. 

Mildred L. Nickel, president of the Illinois 
Association of High School Librarians, and 
her co-workers arranged for advisory service 
at the A.L.A. booth at the Chicago meeting. 
Miss Nickel prepared a bibliography on “Post- 
War Planning Materials Recommended for 
High School Use,” which was distributed to 
those interested. 

The committee recommends that: 
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1. In making any study of salaries, qualifi- 
cations, and recruitment of teachers, the Re- 
search Division of the National Education 
Association include school librarians and/or 
teacher-librarians, and that such information 
as may be secured be summarized for the 
joint committee. 

2. During the coming year the committee 
undertake a study of the function of the li- 
brary in both pre-service and in-service educa- 
tion of teachers, with especial attention to the 
use of the demonstration school library and to 
knowing books for children and youth. 

3. A study be made of the work of the 
teacher-librarian and what library training the 
teacher-librarian should have. 

4. Since there is a growing interest in the 
library service in the elementary school as an 
integral part of the school program, materials 
be developed and made available to elementary 
school workers that will assist them in making 
possible effective library service to the chil- 
dren. 

5. Since schools are extending their services 
to nursery schools, child care centers, and to 
school-age programs for the children of work- 
ing mothers in defense and war areas, and 


since the teachers in these groups are not al-. 
ways trained teachers, the joint committee un- 
dertake to give some guidance and help in the 
matter of book selection and in the use of 
books with these groups. 

6. The money allotted for the work of the 
committee by the N.E.A., the most of which 
has not been spent, be held for the work of 
the committee next year. To accomplish the 
suggestions in the recommendations, additional 
funds will be necessary, and it is hoped that 
the A.L.A. will find it possible to allot funds 
to assist with the specific projects undertaken 
by the committee next year. 

7. The members of the committee be ap- 
pointed for a period longer than one year in 
order to give continuity and that all levels of 
school library work be represented on the 
committee. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
Helen M. Clark, vice chairman, Margaret 
Cleaveland, Helen E. Farr, Sarah L. Jones, 
Louis M. Nourse; for N.E.A., the chairman, 
Mary E. Carleton, Thomas A. Ford, B. La- 
mar Johnson, Edith A. Lathrop. 


Micprep ENGLIsH, Chairman 


Work with Teachers and School Administrators Round Table 


Purpose: To offer an opportunity for in- 
formal discussion by librarians of board of 
education libraries, educational professional 
libraries, and parent-teacher rooms in public 
libraries. 

Since discussion and informal exchange of 


ideas depend upon meetings for carrying on 
such activities, this round table is simply 
marking time until conferences are again the 
order of the day. All work on contemplated 
projects has stopped until we meet again. 
Marcaret R. Greer, Chairman 


Resources of American Libraries 


Board on Resources of American Libraries 


The Board on Resources of American Li- 
braries has two functions—to study the pres- 
ent resources of American libraries and to 
suggest plans for coordinating the acquisition 
of research publications by American libraries. 
In carrying out the first purpose, the board 
this year published another of its annual re- 
ports on outstanding library acquisitions’ and 





1Van Male, John. “Notable Materials Added to 


Library Quarterly 


American Libraries, 1941-42.” 
14:132-58, April 1044. 


prepared to continue the series with another 
report now being compiled by Willis H. Kerr. 
The Los Angeles Regional Subcommittee now 
seeks funds with which to add another re- 
gional survey of library resources to those 
sponsored by the board in the past. Plans for 
a supplement to the first regional survey, 
Downs’s Resources of Southern Libraries, 
have not as yet gone beyond the discussion 
stage. 

A good deal was accomplished this year in 
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advancing the second purpose of the board. 
The Association of Research Libraries agreed 
to work out the preliminary steps toward 
realizing the Metcalf-MacLeish-Boyd pro- 
posal? for a national specialization agreement. 
Since this project is carried forward by li- 
brary staffs already overburdened, it will 
probably make slow progress. The board’s 
Pacific Northwest Subcommittee called a 
meeting in November to discuss regional li- 
brary resources, following publication of the 
regional survey of library resources. The 
conference framed an agreement, the first of 
its kind, providing for annual reports on the 
growth of special collections and for con- 
sultation between libraries whose collecting 
interests coincide. Admittedly preliminary to 
understanding among the clients of libraries, 
such as college faculties, the Pacific North- 
west agreement marks the beginning of a 
significant experiment.® 

At the request of Mr. Milam, the board has 
begun negotiations to prevent the destruction 
of unique or scarce books and manuscripts in 
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the paper salvage drive. While this report js 
being written, Henry L. Savage, Princeton 
University Library, Princeton, N.J., is con- 
ferring with salvage officials to determine 
whether or not a system of volunteer inspec. 
tion committees, like those reported successfyl 
in Britain, may be organized over here. 

Members of the Subcommittee for the 
Pacific Northwest: Charles W. Smith, chair. 
man, Kathleen R. Campbell, William Kaye 
Lamb, Lucy M. Lewis, Mary Belle Sweet. 

Members of the Los Angeles Regional Sub- 
committee: Willis H. Kerr, chairman, Leslie 
E. Bliss, Arthur G. Coons, Christian R. Dick, 
Lawrence C. Powell, Althea H. Warren, 

Members of the Subcommittee for the 
South: A. F. Kuhlman, chairman, Jack Dal- 
ton, James A. McMillen, Marvin A. Miller, 
Ralph Halstead Parker. 

Members of the board: William Warner 
Bishop (consultant), Julian P. Boyd, Gilbert 
H. Doane, Willis H. Kerr, Paul North Rice, 
Louis Round Wilson (consultant). 

Joun Van MALE, Chairman 


Bibhography 


The Committee on Bibliography has this 
year been concerned mainly with an attempt 
at redefinition of its nature and duties. Its 
purpose, as indicated in the Handbook, seems 
on the whole too broad for any well-defined 
efforts. It is therefore hoped that during the 


following year some definite plans of action 
can be arrived at. 

Members of the committee: William H. 
Carlson, Jack Dalton, Margaret L. Ellsworth, 
Charles F. Gosnell, Rudolf Hirsch. 

Kar_ Brown, Chairman 


Archives and Librartes 


There has been no concerted committee 
action this past year. Instead, accomplish- 
ments have been by individual members 
thereof, notably in connection with arranging 
programs for meetings of the Society of Amer- 
ican Archivists at Princeton in November and 
of the American Historical Association in 
New York City last Christmastime. More 
recently, committee members have been con- 
sulted regarding the disposal of archival ma- 
terials as part of the paper salvage drive. 





2? Metcalf, Keyes D., and Williams, Edwin E. “Pro- 
posal for a Division of Responsibility amorg American 
Libraries in the Acquisition and Recording of Library 
Materials.” College and Research Libraries 5:105-09, 
March 1944, 

® Carlson, William H., and Smith, Bernice Shorrock. 
“Proceedings of the Conference on Library Specializa- 
tion.” P.N.L.A, Quarterly 8:52-58, January 1944; 
also off-printed as Library Specialization in the Pacific 
Northwest, Seattle, 1044 


It is hoped that librarians, especially those in 
areas lacking modern archival legislation or 
active historical societies, will step in to pre- 
vent hasty destruction of unique or significant 
source materials; it behooves them to do $0, s0 
that the stuff from which tomorrow’s books 
will be written will be preserved. 

At the Princeton meeting of the archivists 
the opinion was expressed that library schools 
were neglecting greatly an opportunity opened 
to them by the need for trained archivists and 
manuscript custodians. If those who teach 
our professional librarians want more infor- 
mation about this problem the chairman wel- 
comes inquiries. 

Member of the committee: Julian P. Boyd. 


Rosert W. Hitt, Chairman 
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Public Documents 


The activities of the committee during the 
year have been largely concerned with prob- 
lems of long standing, namely, listing, or 
indexing, and distribution of federal publica- 
tions. On Nov. 5, 1943, an informal meeting 
of representatives of A.L.A. and O.W.I. was 
held to consider the progress on the memo- 
randum Government Publishing in Wartime. 
At this meeting it was the consensus that the 
question of listing or indexing should be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Documents 
for further study and recommendation. Since 
it is dificult to separate distribution from 
indexing, the committee has examined both 
problems. 

In November and December 1943 a brief 
questionnaire was forwarded to the 124 “all” 
depository libraries, requesting them to state 
what they felt were their chief problems with 
respect to listing, or indexing, and distribu- 
tion. They were also asked to express their 
opinions in regard to a proposed change in the 
arrangement of the Monthly Catalog sug- 
gested by the chairman. Responses were 
received from 114 of the 124. These sugges- 
tions and criticisms were analyzed, and a pre- 
liminary memorandum was prepared and sent 


out to a selected group of individuals for addi- 
tional comments. After these were received, 
a revised draft of the memorandum was pre- 
pared and forwarded to the Superintendent 
of Documents for his suggestions and criti- 
cisms. At a later date it is proposed to sub- 
mit a copy of the memorandum to the Joint 
Committee on Printing, the chairman of the 
Inter-Agency Publication Committee, and 
probably the U.S. Bureau of the Budget. It 
is also planned to publish in the near future 
the complete memorandum. In all probability 
legislative action will be necessary to put into 
operation the proposals contained therein. 

During the course of the year the chairman 
has drawn to the attention of many federal 
agencies their failure to distribute certain 
publications to depository libraries, including 
the so-called “Army Baedeker’s.” In each 
instance this was material not sent out through 
the Superintendent of Documents. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Violet 
Abbott Cabeen, Mary Brown Humphrey, 
Warren L. Perry, Edward H. Redstone, 
Edith Rich, Harold Garfield Russell, Robert 
E. Scudder. 

Jerome K. Witcox, Chairman 


Serials 


The Serials Committee considered the ques- 
tion of whether libraries should expect and 
demand a refund from magazine subscription 
agencies on subscriptions to publications which 
cease to be published before the expiration 
date of the subscription. The question was 
limited to domestic publications. 

In an attempt to secure statements concern- 
ing present policies and attitudes of subscrip- 
tion agencies, letters of inquiry were sent to 
four large agencies handling domestic sub- 
scriptions, A reply was received from each. 
We found that in general it is the policy of all 
these subscription agencies to make refunds 
only when they are able to receive refunds 
from the publisher. One of the agents stated 
however that: 


Each case is determined on its own merits. Since 
the amount of profit on library subscription or- 
ders, due to competition, is very small, it is 
often Necessary that we watch the pennies, espe- 
cially if a magazine for which we had hundreds 
of subscriptions goes out of business and they 


make no refund. However, we always try to 
meet the library subscribers halfway at least and 
we frequently absorb the entire loss ourselves as 
a matter of goodwill. 


The other three agents did not indicate that 
they ever make refunds unless the publisher 
does. One of the three agents attempts to 
safeguard the library’s interest in the follow- 
ing way: 

In a great many cases, when we definitely know 
that a magazine is considerably behind, pay- 
ments are held up until such time as we are 
sure_ they are published and going on. If, in 
the meantime, it has definitely ceased, a credit is 
sent to our library customers for the amount 
which we are holding. 


On the other hand, three of the agencies 
state that they make an effort to secure re- 
funds in all cases. The fourth reported that 
“When requested to do so, we write the pub- 
lishers requesting a refund.” 

After considering the question from its 
various angles the committee was unanimously 
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of the opinion that a magazine subscription 
agency is under neither a legal nor moral 
obligation to take money out of its own pocket 
to reimburse the library in the event that a 
magazine ceases publication. On the other 
hand, the committee feels strongly that the 
agent should make a determined effort to 
secure refunds from the publisher in all cases 
and that it should not be necessary for the 
library to request him to do so. 
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It seems obvious that when a library js 
choosing an agency to handle its periodical 
subscriptions not only the quoted prices but 
also the services offered should be taken into 
consideration. 

Members of the committee: Lesley Muriel 
Heathcote, Guy R. Lyle, Mrs. Virginia T. 


Rogers, Frances Warner. 


RAYMOND H. SHove, Chairman 


Serials Round Table 


During the past year special attention was 
given to the preparation of plans for distribut- 
ing copies of American Standard Reference 
Data and Arrangement of Periodicals, pub- 
lished by the American Standards Association 
in June 1943. This code is a revision of 
American Recommended Practice, Reference 
Data for Periodicals, 1935, and was prepared 
by a subcommittee of A.S.A. Committee Z39 
on Standardization in the Field of Library 
Work and Documentation. Mrs. Eileen R. 
Cunningham served as chairman of this sub- 
committee, which was appointed to make a 
revision of the standards for periodical refer- 
ence data. 

Mrs. Cunningham, who is also chairman 
of the Serials Round Table Committee on 
Standardization of Reference Data for Pe- 
riodicals, has charge of the work of introduc- 
ing these standards into publishing processes. 
A bibliographical study will be made of the 
more important periodicals, and individual 
letters, together with a copy of the new 
standards, will be sent to various editors who 


are not following these established practices, 
The work of this comprehensive educative 
program will be carried out by several sub- 
committees, each of which will be responsible 
for studying the journals in a limited subject 
field. Other library associations have ex- 
pressed an interest in this work and are par- 
ticipating in the project, which will probably 
take several years. 

The round table did not sponsor any new 
projects during the past year. Mrs. Barbara 
Cowles continued as chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Indexing and Abstracting Services 
and also as chairman of the A.L.A. Joint 
Committee on Indexing and Abstracting in 
the Major Fields of Research. In their re- 
port of last February, the Committee on In- 
dexing and Abstracting of the Association of 
Research Libraries praised her work and 
recommended it as a project richly deserving 
of foundation support. 

The secretary-treasurer of the Serials 
Round Table was Helen Grant Cushing. 

Maryjoriz E. Vivian, Chairman 


Indexing and Abstracting in the Major Fields of Research 


(Joint Committee) 


During the fiscal year 1943-44 a determined 
effort has been made by Charles W. David, 
director of libraries, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, and representative on this committee 
for the Association of Research Libraries, to 
obtain funds to finance the survey of indexing 
and abstracting services now under way. 
This problem is, as yet, unsolved, although the 
Library of Congress has offered space and 
other assistance if financing of salaries, etc., 
becomes available. 

Since the cost accounting aspects of the 





study cannot be undertaken without some 
subsidy, emphasis has been placed on complet- 
ing, as far as possible, the use aspects of the 
study first. 

To this end a study of the indexing and 
abstracting of 20,977 trade, technical, and class 
publications has been made and is now being 
considered for publication. A second study of 
the indexing and abstracting of the publica- 
tions of learned and scientific societies is now 
well under way. It is planned that the broad 
studies should be broken down by subject 
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fields into more detailed studies and the 
findings published in appropriate subject 
journals. 

The Library of Congress has photostated 
and cataloged circular letters numbers 1 and 
2; the latter contains the preliminary list of 
indexes and abstracting services being studied. 
Circular letter number 3, containing additions 
and corrections to the list, has been prepared 
and will be mailed as soon as limited typing 


facilities permit. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A., the 
chairman; for A.A.L.L., Miles O. Price; for 
A.M.A., Morris Fishbein; for A.A.C., Harvie 
Branscomb; for A.R.L., Charles W. David; 
for M.L.A., Mrs. Eileen R. Cunningham; for 
N.R.C., William H. Kennerson; for S.L.A., 
Margaret M. Miller. 


Mrs. BARBARA Cow Les, Chairman 


Out-of-Print Books 


Since the report of a year ago the committee 
has been watching carefully the sales of the 
reprint edition of Henry Adams’ Life of Al- 
bert Gallatin. As was pointed out in the last 
report, the amount of success that the first re- 
print sponsored by the committee attains will 
influence the future policy regarding additional 
reprints. One title does not offer too good 
evidence, admittedly, but it should show which 
way the wind is blowing. For the duration it 


is unwise to go further with reprints, but there 
will be many years after the war and there 
are many candidates among the out-of-prints. 
In the twelve months ended June 30, 1944, 
106 copies of the Henry Adams volume were 
sold. 
Members of the committee: Edward Geier 


Freehafer and Howard L. Hughes. 


LAWRENCE Heyt, Chairman 


Technical Aspects of Library Work 


Division of Cataloging and Classification 


It was a quiet year in the history of the 
division. Several of the committees were 
almost inactive because there was no annual 
meeting to spur them on. 

The Special Committee on Dewey Classifi- 
cation did a notable piece of work in deter- 
mining the needs of libraries in regard to the 
projected standard edition of the Decimal 
Classification. Using the questionnaire 
method, the committee made a survey which 
will provide some very useful information to 
the editor of the Decimal Classification. The 
survey shows that: 

A large majority favors a better balanced 
classification, with moderate expansion in some 
neglected sections and a reduction to six or seven 
figures of other sections that are now subdivided 
far beyond the needs of general libraries. 

The scope note, substituting the paragraph 
form with full indexing of inclusions for the 
Present long numbers, is generally approved. 


This scope note technique was introduced 
quite widely into the new expansions of the 
1942 edition, the editors having in mind the 
standard edition 


More brief explanatory notes, the eliminat- 
ing of all irrelevant material, and the re- 
vision of the index were also favored by a 
large majority. It seems superfluous to add 
that the vote for standard spelling throughout 
the schedules and index was practically 
unanimous. 

Several subcommittees of this committee, 
especially the Public Libraries Subcommittee, 
the Canadian and Latin American Subcom- 
mittee, and the Library Schools Subcommittee, 
have made substantial contributions. 

The Special Committee on Statistics, whose 
assignment has been the preparation of a 
model form for cataloging department sta- 
tistics, has also made a survey through 
questionnaires and has made a report recom- 
mending the following practices as a minimum 
of statistical records: 


1. Record an over-all count of books and 
serials cataloged and classified, by titles and 
volumes. 

2. Record a count of pamphlets handled, by 
titles and number. 

3. Record an over-all count of miscellaneous 
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items other than the above, including such items 
as maps, microfilms, music scores, phonograph 
records, etc., by titles and number. 

4. Count as a title, one new main entry, and 
include analytics here. 

5. Count as a volume, a physical rather than 
a bibliographical volume, and include added 
copies here. (Controversial, but majority count 
physical volume.) 

6. Count unbound pieces as volumes when 
there is no title pagr covering a number of them, 
€.g., a series of consecutively numbered bulle- 
tins. (Inconsistency unavoidable, as some may 
be received one at a time but later bound, sev- 
eral to a volume.) But count any number of 
unbound pieces which have or will have a cover- 
ing title page, as one volume. In entering on a 
serial record, count the first piece acquired and 
do not count additional pieces covered by one 
title page. 

7. Count a collection of pamphlets, whether 
unbound in boxes, tied up, or in a bound volume 
as so many pamphlets. Enter a count as a title 
only when a new collection is started under sub- 
ject or author. Count a pamphlet separately 
bound and cataloged as a book. 

8. Count over-all number of titles cataloged 
with Library of Congress cards and the number 
for which own copy was prepared. 

9g. Count number of cards supplied to all cata- 
logs. 

1c. Count time spent filing and revising filing: 
a. clerical; b. professional. 

rr. Count number of titles and volumes with- 
drawn. 


The Publications Committee has been 
active but a late decision of the board of 
directors to publish the Yearbook rather than 
to launch a quarterly cataloging review at 
this time, has delayed the publication of the 
Yearbook. It is, nevertheless, scheduled for 
early fall publication. . 

The Special Committee on Subject Headings 
initiated a column in the Library Journal, en- 
titled “Subject Heading Clearinghouse,” to 
stimulate interest in subject cataloging and tc 
give the individual cataloger the benefit of 
comments by others with similar problems by 
the listing, with comment, of specific contro- 
versial headings. 


Ly 


Use of A. L.A. 


The Committee on the Use of the A.L.A. 
Catalog Code submits herewith its final report 
to the Executive Board. 
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Mention should be made of the work of 
the Special Committee on State Author Head. 
ings which made a specific attempt to interest 
someone in every state in preparing a list of 
state author headings for that state, and of 
that of the Special Committee on Member. 
ship which did a fine job in stimulating interest 
in the division’s activities. 

This year marks the completion of the 
three-year term of M. Ruth MacDonald as 
secretary-treasurer. It would be impossible 
to overestimate the value of her services in 
the execution of the affairs of the division. 

At a meeting in Detroit, July 12-13, the 
board of directors sought ways of improving 
the organization of the division and of increas. 
ing the usefulness of the division to its mem- 
bers. Some tangible results of the discussions; 


The replies resulting from the president's re- 
quest to members of the division to suggest 
candidates for committee appointments will be 
utilized as far as possible, thus bringing onto 
committees numerous members of the division 
who have not previously participated in such 
work and representing, as far as possible, the 
various sections of the country. The 1944-45 
Nominating Committee and the Committee on 
Cataloging and Classification will have five 
members each instead of three. 

The Nominating Committee for next year will 
be asked to submit two candidates for the offices 
of vice president and president-elect, instead of 
one, as heretofore. 

An informal bulletin, to be called “News 
Notes,” will be issued by the board. It will 
serve as a medium of communication between 
the officers of the division and its members and 
may report significant committee activities as 
well as notable developments in the field of 
cataloging at large. 

The 1944-45 Program Committee will plan 
and develop a program as if for an A.L.A. con- 
ference. If the conference cannot be held this 
year, the papers prepared for it will be pub- 
lished, probably in another yearbook. 

The secretary-treasurer of the Division of 
Cataloging and Classification was M. Ruth 
MacDonald. 

Lucite M. Morscn, Acting President 


Catalog Code 
I. It recommends that the Committee om 


Catalog Code Revision be authorized: 
1. To proceed with editorial revision 
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Part I in the light of all criticism now before 
it, particularly that from the following 
sources : 

a. The recommendation made at Milwau- 
kee by the Division of Cataloging and 
Classification, published in the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin, Sept. 15, 1942, pages P-58-60. 

b. The communications received by Rudolph 
H. Gjelsness in reply to his letter sent out with 
the preliminary edition of the code and dated 
Sept. 10, 1941. 

c, The material received by Marion Met- 
calf Root as president of the Division of 
Cataloging and Classification. 

d. Letters and comments sent to the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Use of the 
A.L.A. Catalog Code, particularly replies re- 
ceived to the letter addressed to the admin- 
istrators of the one hundred libraries using 
the largest number of Library of Congress 
cards. 

e. Articles published in the Library Jour- 
nal, Library Quarterly, College and Research 
Libraries, etc. 

{. Information from the Library of Con- 
gress on any additional changes and revisions 
in rules which have been made by the Library 
of Congress since the second preliminary edi- 
tion was printed. 

2. To reconsider, after revision of Part I 
is in tentative form, the question of rules for 
descriptive cataloging in the light of what- 
ever decisions have been reached by the Li- 
brary of Congress and by the Committee on 
Cataloging and Classification of the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification. 

The Committee on the Use of the A.L.A. 
Catalog Code also recommends that pro- 
vision be made for a paid editorial assistant 
to work under direction of the Committee on 
ALA. Catalog Code Revision in preparing 
the final edition. 


II. Reasons and considerations upon which 
recommendations are based. 

The recommendations just made are the 
distillation of more than two years of steady 
work on the part of the Committee on the 
Use of the A.L.A. Catalog Code. The mem- 
ers of the committee have considered care- 
fully the past history and the present compli- 
cated situation in regard to the preliminary 
American second edition of the 4.L.4. Cata- 
log Rules ; the nature and source of the 
pinions at present available; the possible 


gains from a questionnaire addressed to ad- 
ministrators; the inevitable delay which a 
further questionnaire would involve; the 
study of descriptive cataloging practice at the 
Library of Congress now in progress, which 
is intended to result in the publication of that 
library’s descriptive cataloging code; the 
exhaustion of the limited number of copies 
published in the preliminary second edition 
with the consequent impossibility of its 
acquisition by libraries and library schools 
that need it; and the specific questions which 
must be answered before changes in funda- 
mental principles of cataloging can be advo- 
cated. In its investigation the committee has 
had constantly in mind the administrative 
problem of providing adequate service at the 
lowest possible cataloging cost. Conclusions 
reached by the committee have been influenced 
particularly by various considerations, a repre- 
sentative selection from which is given below. 

1. When the A.L.A. Executive Board, 
acting on the recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Cataloging and Classification, voted 
to create a Committee on Revision of the 
A.L.A. Catalog Code, the duties of the com- 
mittee were defined thus: “to make needed 
revisions in the Catalog Rules published in 


1908.” (A4.L.A4. Bulletin 27:44-45, January 
1933.) No evidence is found that the com- 
mittee was instructed to evolve a new 


philosophy of cataloging or that in publishing 
a new edition of rules it was expected to 
solve problems of administration that have 
long vexed the best brains in the library pro- 
fession. Careful rereading of all the pub- 
lished reports of the committee, as well as the 
discussion and comments at meetings, brings 
out the following points: 

a. The committee at once sought the help 
of regional groups to “pave the way for re- 
vision, by bringing to light inadequacies which 
have been encountered under the present 
rules.” (A4.L.A4. Bulletin 26:248, April 1932.) 
An enlargement of the 1908 rules was, there- 
fore, implied from the beginning. 

b. Material for the new edition was 
gathered largely from the comments of cata- 
logers on problems inadequately or unsatis- 
factorily covered in the old code, and a state- 
ment to that effect was made available in print. 
(4.L.A. Bulletin 29:359, Part 1, May 1936.) 
The committee which considered this material 
included forty-two persons. Among them 
catalogers and teachers of cataloging pre- 
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dominated, but administrators also 
represented. 

c. By September 1939 seventeen working 
drafts covering various sections had been 
issued to members of the committee for their 
consideration. (A4.L.4. Bulletin 33 :601, Sep- 
tember 1939.) During all of this time, and 
through 1940, reports of progress were made 
and the shape that the work was taking was 
described. Not until material was virtually 
assembled and the work in its final stages, 
were the lines along which it was proceeding 
seriously challenged. It can only be regretted 
that administrators as well as catalogers were 
so slow in awakening to changed conditions. 

d. The man-hours of work given without 
reimbursement by the code revision committee 
constitute a professional contribution of the 
first order, as does the grant of fifteen thou- 
sand dollars made as early as 1936 by the 
Carnegie Corporation. So long as the new 
edition remains unpublished this whole co- 
operative enterprise fails to accomplish the 
purpose for which it was planned. 

2. The result of the time, energy, and 
expense that have gone into the compilation of 
the preliminary second edition was distributed 
to a limited group but is unavailable to the 
majority of libraries. It has been welcomed 
and adopted as an invaluable aid and time- 
saver by a number of libraries but has not 
been adopted by others pending the hoped- 
for improvements of the definitive second 
edition. Work on the code is now officially 
at a standstill, since the A.L.A. Catalog Code 
Revision Committee is awaiting the Executive 
Board’s authorization to proceed, while the 
board is waiting for recommendations from 
the Committee on the Use of the A.L.A. 
Catalog Code. 

3. The preliminary edition of the rules has 
been painstakingly analyzed by a large num- 
ber of individual catalogers and administra- 
tors. Among the principal groups that have 
made possible widespread study and discussion 
of the code are fifteen regional catalog groups, 
the Conference of Eastern College Librarians, 
the Association of College and Reference 
Libraries, and the Division of Cataloging and 
Classification at the Milwaukee meeting of 
the A.L.A. Letters and reports from a 
generous number of these individuals and 
groups have been filed, for the most part in 
typed or printed form, to serve as a basis 
for the further work of the Committee on 


A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision. 


were 
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4. While the comments run the whole 
gamut from approval to disapproval and 
there is wide divergence of opinion on specific 
points, as was to be expected, there is general 
agreement to a surprising degree on certain 
matters of fundamental importance, as, for 
example: 

a. That some of the principles underlying 
our present practice have proved so costly 
in their application as to warrant reconsidera- 
tion despite the complications which would be 
produced by the possible resultant change in 
rules. 

b. That while detailed descriptive catalog 
ing is required for some books and rules for 
detailed description should be somewhere 
available, most books need not be described 
in such detail as is called for in Part II of 
the code, and, therefore, rules for simpler 
cataloging are more urgently needed than the 
detailed rules for the description of the book 
supplied by the present Part II. 

c. That the treatment of serials in Part | 
of the code is not satisfactory: the material is 
too scattered, the inclusions are not accurately 
delimited, instructions for descriptive catalog- 
ing are mixed in with material on choice or 
form of entry, etc. 

d. Leaving serials aside, the value of the 
material contained in Part I of the code, 
which provides the long-needed refinements 
and elaborations of the accepted rules for 
choice and form of entry, is generally recog- 
nized, even by the code’s severest critics, who 
have expressed their willingness to see Part! 
published after some editorial revision. 

5. With regard to points b, c, a, and d above: 

b. (The need of specifications for simpler 
descriptive cataloging.) |The Committee on 
Cataloging and Classification of the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification has under- 
taken a study of simplifications projected or 
actually in force in various libraries. Asa 
result of this study it should be able to pre- 
pare a revision of Part II which would meet 
the need for specifications for simpler catalog- 
ing. If the Library of Congress and other 
large, scholarly libraries should find that they 
are unable to adopt extensive simplifications, 
the Library of Congress descriptive cataloging 
code, when printed, will presumably provide 
the rules for more detailed description. 

c. (The unsatisfactory treatment of serials 
in Part I of the code.) A committee of serials 
catalogers has been appointed by the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification, at Mr. 
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Gjelsness’ request, to review the material on 
serials and prepare a revision which will more 
adequately meet their needs. It is assumed 
that the revision committee will, in this con- 
nection, also give attention to corporate 
headings, in the treatment of which there 
still remains an opportunity to remedy some 
of the difficulties constantly faced by cata- 
logers, particularly in connection with corpo- 
rate headings for religious institutions. 

g.andd. (The value of the material in Part 
I, aside from serials, and the possibility that 
changes are needed in certain long-accepted 
principles.) Ambitious and far-reaching pro- 
grams of study in the field of cataloging 
have been projected or are under way and 
will undoubtedly yield results in time. At 
present, however, library processing must go 
on, and a new edition of the catalog rules is 
urgently required because the 1908 edition, 
which is still available, is the one for which 
revisions were recommended more than ten 
years ago, while the 1941 edition is out of 
print. 

Those who feel that the rules for entry 
(Part 1) are too elaborate—and from the 
evidence before the committee the number is 
decidedly in the minority—for the most part 
fall into two groups. 

Group one consists of the catalogers and 
administrators of small libraries or public 
circulating libraries. In these, simpler forms 
of entry are entirely proper. The A.L.A. 
Catalog Code Revision Committee has faced 
this problem and stated it in the preface of 
the preliminary American second edition, pages 
xili-xiv, as follows: 

The committee was well aware that small li- 
braries had no urgent need for so detailed a 
code. The question of a simplified code for 
small libraries has been considered and should 
be considered further after this one has had a 
trial. It is thought that the full code will prove 
a desirable reference guide in any library, al- 


though there may be a place for a simplified code 
for smaller libraries. 


The Committee on the Use of the A.L.A. 
Catalog Code believes the final edition should 
be adequate to the needs of the larger 
library rather than simplified to the point of 
being adapted solely to the use of small 
libraries, 

Group two consists chiefly of catalogers and 
administrators in (1) large university and 
research libraries where the intake of material 
i$ $0 great as to pose a cataloging problem 


individual to that type of institution or (2) 
in libraries where the more drastic application 
of centralized or cooperative cataloging or 
still undiscovered innovations in cataloging 
practice are thought to be the solution to 
problems of costs of cataloging. 

The Committee on the Use of the A.L.A. 
Catalog Code also looks forward hopefully 
to discoveries and developments that will 
doubtless result from experimentation in such 
large libraries. But the fact remains that the 
results are not yet sufficiently advanced to 
form the basis of a new set of principles of 
cataloging. While the library world waits 
for these, its day-by-day work requires rules 
for use in what has come to seem the Great 
Interregnum. 

On the basis of the facts already brought 
out in this report the committee believes that 
the advantages of getting out of the present 
deadlock and getting back to work on the 
code are greater than any possible gains to 
be secured through further deliberation at 
this time. Quite a body of administrative 
opinion is available, as this has been expressed 
both by administrators who have actual knowl- 
edge of cataloging and by those who have 
given careful thought to the problems in- 
volved. This will be of great help to the Com- 
mittee on A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision. 
Despite a persistent belief to the contrary in 
some quarters, the committee has discovered 
no wide divergence between administrative 
and cataloging opinion with regard to the code. 
The need for standards of simplification in 
descriptive cataloging is recognized by cata- 
logers as well as administrators. 

It is also the belief of the committee that 
there is quite general “agreement in principle” 
with regard to the lines along which further 
revision of the code should proceed and that 
if the A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision Com- 
mittee and the two committees of the Division 
of Cataloging and Classification are author- 
ized and encouraged to go on with their work, 
keeping in as close touch as possible with the 
Library of Congress, they will produce a 
code which will be as generally satisfactory 
as, in the nature of the situation, can possibly 
be expected. 

Members of the committee: Rudolph H. 
Gijelsness, Harriet Dorothea MacPherson, L. 
Quincy Mumford, Andrew D. Osborn, 
Marion Metcalf Root. 


BLANCHE PricHARD McCrum, Chairman 
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A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision 


The committee has been awaiting the final 
report of the Committee on the Use of the 
A.L.A. Catalog Code. That committee has 
now submitted a report which has been ap- 
proved by the Executive Board and in accord 
therewith, the Committee on Catalog Code 
Revision will proceed to prepare for publica- 
tion a final revision of Part 1 of the 


preliminary edition of the 4.L.A4 Catalog 
Rules (A.L.A., 1941). 

Members of the committee: Harriet Doro. 
thea MacPherson, Lucile M. Morsch, [, 
Quincy Mumford, Sarita Robinson, Wyllis 
E. Wright. 


Rupo_pH H. GJEvsNness, Chairman 


Book binding 


Although the committee held no meetings it 
endeavored to secure better priority rates for 
binding materials and recommended a schedule 
of increased rates in the Guide of Fair 
Values and cooperated with the Library Bind- 
ing Institute. Requests for direction and in- 
formation indicated the difficulties librarians 


and binders are meeting in trying to solve 
imponderable problems. 

Members of the committee: Dorothy Eg- 
gert, Josie Batcheller Houchens, Claire K, 
Knox, William R. Thurman, James J. 
Weadock, Jr. 


JoHN ApAms Lowe, Chairman 


Library Binding Institute and A.L.A. 


(Joint Committee) 


The three most serious problems of the 
library binding industry, reported last year, 
have become even more serious. The joint 
committee continued to do whatever was 
within its power to help. But the shortage 
of materials became worse, workers were lost 
in increasing numbers, costs kept on rising, 
and no relief of any kind could be had from 
the government. 

As a result of these conditions, binding 
service has been greatly slowed up; volume 
of production has been cut, very considerably 
in some cases; some binders have gone out 
of business and some partnerships have broken 
up. However, it is gratifying to be able to 
report that the Specifications for Class ‘‘A”’ 
Library Binding have been held firm and that 
binding quality has been maintained. No 
complaint of inferior binding by a certified 
bindery has been received by the committee. 

1. Labor. Most serious of all in its effects 
has been the labor situation. All eligible men 
have been drafted and many who were de- 
ferred have gone into other work because of 
higher wages, the many threatening regula- 
tions, and the lack of recognition of libraries 
and the industry which serves them. Many 
skilled and experienced craftsmen and crafts- 
women, some with ten and even twenty years 
of experience, have been lost and the turnover 


of newer employees has been unbelievably 
high in some areas. Many of the binderies 
now have only a half of their normal working 
force and some have gone down to a third and 
even a quarter. The library binders cer- 
tainly deserve the thanks of the libraries for 
the way in which they are cooperating in order 
to continue serving their customers. 

2. Costs. It is difficult for binders 
to get War Labor Board permission to jn- 
crease wages further, and wage levels are the 
highest in the history of the industry. But 
costs continue to rise because of slowed-up 
production. An increasing proportion of the 
work is being done at overtime rate, which 
means that every volume bound during over- 
time costs the binder at least 50 per cent 
more in labor costs. The minimum wage 
established for the industry by the government 
last year has had to be exceeded. However, 
the members of L.B.I. kept their promise to 
the committee during the second half of 1943 
and did not raise prices. In accordance with 
the committee’s previous plan, concurred in by 
the Bookbinding Committee, the Guide of 
Fair Value was raised at the very end of the 
year in time to permit librarians to arrange 
their binding budgets. The increase was less 
than 5 per cent in most items, including all 
the important ones. 


very 





alog 


Oro- 


yllis 


man 


‘olve 


yably 
eries 
king 
1 and 

cer- 
s for 
order 


anders 
O jn- 
e the 

But 
ed-up 
f the 
vhich 
over- 

cent 
wage 
:ment 
ever, 
ise to 
1943 
with 
in by 
Je of 
of the 
range 
s less 
ng all 





TECHNICAL ASPECTS OF LIBRARY WORK 359 


3. Materials. No priorities were available 
to the binding industry on materials. Added 
to the restrictions on binders board and paper 
and the general shortage of backlining and 
reinforcing fabrics was the sudden freeze this 
spring of all goods used in making buckram. 
The War Production Board prohibited the 
further production of all library buckram and 
the manufacturers could only dole out to their 
regular customers what little they had in 
stock. Color matching, even in standard col- 
ors, is now a matter of luck rather than plan- 
ning. If the freeze is not thawed out in a few 
months, library binding as we know it now 
will be almost impossible to obtain. 

The office of the Library Binding Institute 
has given every possible aid to its members 
in locating sources of supply of materials 
when informed of urgent needs by telegraph 
or long distance telephone. 

4. Wartime formats. Another cause of 
difficulties in the bindery is the format of an 
increasing number of books and magazines 
under wartime paper limitations. Worst of 
all these troubles is the narrow binding mar- 
gins which make some books and some periodi- 
cals difficult, or impossible, to bind. Recom- 
mendation: Librarians are urged to protest 
to the publishers, and the appropriate commit- 
tees of all library associations are urged to 
try to get the cooperation of publishers. 

5. Postwar. Of utmost importance to the 
future of binding service to libraries are the 
postwar plans of the Library Binding Institute 
and its members. These have been in prepa- 
ration for a year and have been discussed at 
every meeting. The chairman has been con- 
sulted in the preparation of these plans. One 
of the most important tasks will be rebuilding 
the working forces in the binderies, which is 
expected to take considerable time after the 
war. Another part of the plans deals with 
improving production methods in binderies. 
The first step in this is expected to be the de- 
velopment and installation of a practical cost 
accounting system adapted to the needs of 
small binderies. It is believed that this will 
have to be done over a period of years. 

One of the problems which the joint com- 


mittee will have to face when the war ends 
is that of new materials. To avoid disap- 
pointments and spoiled books, these materials 
will have to be tested in laboratory and bind- 
ery and, if necessary, revisions of the specifica- 
tions will be suggested. A start on this has 
already been made. 

The committee has not been able to meet 
during the past year but has kept in touch 
by correspondence. The chairman has been 
available for consultation by L.B.I. at all 
times and attended its New York meeting. 

This year will mark the tenth anniversary 
of the cooperation between A.L.A. and the 
library binders. The way in which the many 
dificult problems of the war years have been 
met is the best demonstration of its success. 
The joint committee is a new way of coop- 
eration between buyer and seller. While it 
includes representatives of A.L.A. and L.B.I., 
only the A.L.A. representatives have the de- 
ciding votes. This means that the members 
of L.B.I. have put their craftsmanship and 
business methods under the supervision of a 
committee of librarians. Recommendations: 
There may be many new librarians who are 
not familiar with the work of the joint com- 
mittee and the free services which it offers to 
libraries. All librarians, whether or not they 
are directly concerned with binding and con- 
servation, are urged to look into the program 
and avail themselves of the services. W hole- 
hearted cooperation should be kept strong 
during the coming year and librarians are 
urged to do everything they can to work 
closely with the binders in order to get the 
maximum of service in these difficult times. 


Members of the committee: For A.L.A., 
Josie Batcheller Houchens, John Adams 
Lowe, William R. Thurman, James J. 


Weadock, Jr.; for L.B.I., J. Howard Atkins, 
J. Vernon Ruzicka, Oscar Schnabel, Lawrence 
D. Sibert. Mr. Atkins was elected by L.B.I. 
to replace the late Mr. Wheeler. He has 
always been a leader in the cooperative pro- 
gram, having been chairman of the library 
binding group at the time the program was 
started and before L.B.I. was organized. 
WILLIAM R, THURMAN, Chairman 


Photographic Reproduction of Library Materials 


As a result of the preoccupation of most of 
the committee’s membership with other af- 
fairs and the relative quiescence of photo- 


graphic reproduction in most libraries except 
on a fairly routine basis, the committee has 
not been at all active during the past year 
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and for that reason has no annual report in 
the usual sense to submit to the Association. 
By way of description, however, of some of 
the problems which the committee has con- 
sidered or of the problems which one or more 
members of the committee believe deserve 
attention in the future are the following: 


1. The committee has given a great deal of 
time toward the possible publication of an in- 
terim volume of the Journal of Documentary 
Reproduction for the years 1943 and 1944 and as 
the current year closes it begins to appear that 
such a volume may prove possible. 

2. The committee has hoped that arrangements 
might be made which would result in the re- 
establishment of the Journal of Documentary Re- 
production on a sound foundation as a quarterly, 
or more frequent, publication as soon as condi- 
tions will permit. 

3. An investigation is in order, but has not 
been made, of the problems involved in develop- 
ing our national library resources and the re- 
establishment or expansion of library resources 
abroad as these problems are affected by pos- 
sible techniques of photographic reproduction. 

4. A number of members of the committee 
have been interested in promoting work that 
would eventually result in the establishment of 
standards of quality for microphotographic re- 
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production. These standards would parallel 
those of a dimensional character for equipment 
or raw film which have already been adopted 
by the American Standards Association. 

5. The present copyright situation with re. 
gard to reproduction of materials for research 
is most unsatisfactory and deserves not only the 
attention of this committee but that of the Ameri- 
can Library Association as a whole. 

6. It is probably not too soon to begin the 
planning of facilities which would enable ]j- 
braries to have at hand a better source of evaly- 
ation for the new equipment which is almost 
certain to be made available to libraries after 
the war. 


It is obvious that some of these problems 
carry with them greater urgency than others 
but all of them have been considered. at least 
initially, by various members of the commit- 
tee and it is hoped that the new committee 
can devote some time to part or all of them 
in the forthcoming year. 

Members of the committee: Mary Angela 
Bennett, Joseph C. Hare, Clarence S. Paine, 
Charles E. Rush, George A. Schwegmann, Jr, 
Vernon D. Tate (ex officio). 


HERMAN H. Fusscer, Chairman 


The Librarian in Wartime 


Board of Education for Librarianship 


Conditions in the year of this report pointed 
clearly to the need for an appraisal of the 
present pattern of education for librarianship. 
The shortage of librarians continued without 
abatement and the lack of librarians qualified 
for those services which have been highlighted 
during the war was particularly evident. The 
publication of several critical studies of the 
education of librarians and the inception of 
others brought important problems to the at- 
tention of the library profession.’ Library 
schools were actively revising curricula or 
experimenting with new courses and instruc- 
tional methods anticipating the opportunities 


1 Metcalf, Keyes D., Russell, John Dale, and Os- 
born, Andrew D. The Program of Instruction in Li- 
brary Schools. Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 
1943. 140p. “Post-War Library Personnel.’’ Chicago, 


A.L.A., 1944. 12p. (Mimeo.) Reece, Ernest J. Programs 
for Library Schools. New York, Columbia University 
Press, 1943. 64p. Wilson, Louis R. Library Planning. 
Chicago, A.L.A., 1944. 93D. 


and responsibilities of libraries after the war. 
Through two projects, described later, the 
Board of Education for Librarianship ob- 
tained from librarians and library school fac- 
ulty members a wealth of information and 
opinion on questions fundamental to progress 
in professional education. 

From its review of conditions and scattered 
efforts to improve the education of librarians 
the board believes that its best contribution 
is to stimulate more widespread discussion of 
significant questions by the library schools and 
librarians, to bring together in articles and 
other statements the best thought of the li- 
brary profession on the nature of library 
education, and in due time to issue a publica- 
tion on the status of education for librar- 
ianship with for future 
development. 

At the request of the Armed Forces Com- 


recommendations 
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mittee on Post-War Educational Oppor- 
tunities for Service Personnel a report was 
prepared in January covering factual informa- 
tion on the shortage of professional librarians 
and estimates of the numbers of librarians to 
be needed after the war, library services likely 
to be developed, and facilities for training. 
Lewis F. Stieg, assistant director, University 
of Illinois Library School, and Lowell Martin, 
instructor, Graduate Library School, Univer- 
sity of Chicago, assisted the secretary in col- 
lecting data from libraries and library schools 
and in drafting the report, and Hazel B. 
Timmerman assisted in its revision. Through 
conferences held in Chicago, Cleveland, Den- 
ver, Detroit, Minneapolis, New York, and 
Washington for critical discussion of the ten- 
tative draft, approximately one hundred li- 
brarians contributed to the preparation of this 
important analysis of the postwar personnel 
needs of libraries. Permission for release of 
the report was delayed until late summer. 
The complete report will receive limited dis- 
tribution but it will provide material for re- 
cruiting statements and other releases. 

Similarly valuable material resulted from 
an inquiry sent to the library schools by the 
board and a committee of A.A.L.S. to study 
degrees and related questions of curriculum. 
A synthesis of replies is in preparation and a 
more factual report will be made to the con- 
tributing schools. 

Although the enrolments in accredited li- 
brary schools totaled two hundred less than 
in 1942-43 (1258 in March 1943 and 1062 in 
March 1944), the number of students in sum- 
mer sessions, 1944, exceeded that of the pre- 
ceding summer. A few library schools report 
an increase in applications for 1944-45. These 
may have turned the tide of excessively low 
enrolments, but most of the library schools 
anticipate little change. 

In no previous year have librarians assisted 
80 intensively in recruiting for the profession. 
Excellent leaflets were distributed by the New 
York Library Association and the Special Li- 
braries Association. Librarians of Minne- 
apolis and St. Paul planned a series of confer- 
ences with college students. Alumni of the 
University of Southern California, the Univer- 
sity of California, and the University of Wash- 
ington, in the Los Angeles area, united in as- 
sembling kits of material and in conducting 


conferences at various colleges. Library 


schools tried new ways of reaching students 
in colleges and high schools, as at Emory 
University. The University of Denver issued 
an illustrated announcement, the University 
of Chicago a well-designed folder, the Univer- 
sity of Illinois a separate bulletin, and Atlanta 
University an attractive booklet. Some 
schools, including Columbia University and 
Drexel Institute, sent representatives to col- 
leges. The chief contribution of the board 
was a reprint of “Passing the Book” from 
Mademoiselle. In collaboration with the 
Public Relations Division and the Publishing 
Department, sample copies were sent to li- 
brary schools, school libraries, public libraries, 
and college and university libraries with an 
offer of additional free copies for use by vo- 
cational advisers. Training for Library 
W ork and a list of recent books and pamphlets 
on librarianship were revised and widely dis- 
tributed, and articles on librarianship were 
placed in School and College Placement and 
in Texas Library Association News Notes. 

The experience of library schools and the 
board indicates a need to emphasize contacts 
with vocational counselors in colleges, high 
schools, and agencies dealing with veterans of 
the present war. Librarianship should be 
emphasized as a profession of high standing 
having personally satisfying rewards and op- 
portunities for social usefulness. A_ sub- 
committee has been appointed to draft a 
statement for use with counselors. A growing 
number of library schools are developing 
close cooperation with the counselors of their 
universities. The directors were urged to 
interview local vocational rehabilitation off- 
cers of Veterans’ Administration in regard to 
librarianship as a profession for a few men 
and women of unusually high intellectual 
caliber or of demonstrated administrative abil- 
ity. 

The experience of the Armed Forces Insti- 
tute in offering courses in many subjects by 
correspondence has created new interest in 
the possibilities of correspondence study as a 
method of instruction in library science. A 
subcommittee of the board has been appointed 
to investigate whether or not certain subjects 
in library science will lend themselves to this 
method in spite of obvious difficulties. Ad- 
vocates of study by correspondence are inter- 
ested not merely in developing courses for 
members of the armed forces but also in 
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extending both the opportunities for recruiting 
and the field of service of the library schools. 
From the latter point of view correspondence 
study should be considered as one of several 
types of instruction which might be utilized 
by the library schools either for beginning 
professional education or for continuing the 
preparation of librarians in service. Exten- 
sion classes, institutes, and conferences have 
the added advantage of bringing students and 
faculty face to face. 

The board joined the Board on Salaries, 
Staff, and Tenure and the Library Admin- 
istration Committee in appointing a subcom- 
mittee to investigate the application of 
W.M.C. Training within Industry methods 
to library procedures. Margery C. Quigley 
has accepted the chairmanship. 

Plans to bring a prominent British li- 


Board on Salaries, 


Personnel is the library’s greatest resource. 
Books, buildings, equipment, and funds are of 
little value unless a highly efficient, intelligent, 
well-educated, interested personnel is em- 
ployed to operate the library. It has been 
said that an army travels on its belly. 
Unless the economic, working, and welfare 
conditions of the personnel in business, in- 
dustry, government, and library service are 
satisfactory, morale will be at a low ebb and 
production cannot be maintained at a high 
level. 

The war period has exacted a heavy toll 
on personnel. Owing to the prevalent short- 
age of librarians, positions have been unfilled 
for months at a time and some have remained 
unfilled. Inexperienced persons have been 
employed where experienced librarians were 
greatly needed. Clerical workers have been 
at a premium in areas where many war indus- 
tries existed and professional staff members 
have been forced in some instances to take 
over part of the clerical work. In other parts 
of the country where war industries did not 
require large numbers of workers, libraries 
were able at times to secure clerical workers 
but not professional assistants and have been 
forced to assign certain professional duties to 
these clerical assistants. Such realignment of 
duties must be regarded only as an emergency 
measure, not to be tolerated in the postwar 
period in the interest of efficient operation. 
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brarian in the spring of 1944 for a series of 
lectures at library schools were postponed 
when war conditions prohibited transatlantic 
travel. Funds have been obtained to assist 
in carrying out a similar project in the fall 
or winter of 1944-45, subject to the progress 
of the war. 

The Board. Donald Coney was re-elected 
chairman. The Executive Board appointed 
Harriet Dorothea MacPherson for the term 
1943-48 to succeed L. Marion Moshier and 
Mrs. Lucile L. Keck to serve for the remainder 
of the year in place of Herman H. Henkle, 
who resigned in June. Other members are 
Mrs. Alice Brooks Mooney and Ralph Munn. 
A business meeting was held in Chicago, July 
25-27, 1944. 

DoNnaALp Coney, Chairman 
Anita M. Hostetter, Secretary 


Staff, and Tenure 


Library administrators must lay plans now so 
that these economic, working, and welfare 
conditions will be properly adjusted as soon 
as the emergency is over. 

Due to the scarcity of personnel, salaries 
have been increased to meet more nearly the 
competition of business, industry, and govern- 
ment. All too often an increase has been 
made as each position became vacant and not 
according to any plan which considered the 
relationship of the salaries paid the new em- 
ployees to salaries paid to other members of 
the staff. Many libraries, however, have con- 
tinued to keep the regular salary schedule and 
have supplemented it by means of cost-of-living 
adjustments for both the new and older mem- 
bers of the staff. 

As library salaries have usually been much 
lower than salaries of positions in the other 
professions, business, and government which 
require similar educational preparation, the 
board hopes that the regular salary schedules 
in libraries will be revised upward to hold for 
the postwar era the advantages gained in the 
war period. Such an adjustment can be made 
by dropping the minimum salary for each 
classification or grade of service and estab- 
lishing as the new minimum the former first 
or second increment. Another method is to 
make the cost-of-living adjustments actual 
salary increases. 

The shortage of librarians was intensified 
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during the year by the decreased enrolments 
in library schools. Students were placed long 
before the close of the college year at begin- 
ning salaries several hundred dollars higher 
than formerly. In order to secure a suf- 
ficient number of likely candidates some li- 
braries and state extension agencies sent 
representatives as in other years to interview 
students at library schools in their own areas 
and, in addition, to library schools at a dis- 
tance. 

Government and industry have continued to 
employ large numbers of librarians in dura- 
tion positions. The salaries paid for such 
positions are considerably above those which 
most libraries can pay. In the federal classi- 
fication and pay plan the first grade of profes- 
sional service requires no library experience 
and carries a basic salary of $2000, with an 
adjustment to cover the required weckly 
schedule of forty-eight hours which brings the 
actual salary to about $2400. 

Throughout the report year a considerable 
number of library staff members, both profes- 
sional and nonprofessional, have entered the 
armed forces. Although it is impossible to 
determine accurately the total number of li- 
brary staff members who are in the service of 
their country, the number, although incom- 
plete, is a very impressive one. 

Library progress in the postwar period will 
depend in large measure on the readjustment 
of the returning librarians to the changed situ- 
ations they will find in libraries, the readjust- 
ment of library staffs to the returned 
personnel, and the ways in which libraries use 
the abilities acquired and developed during 
military service. 

The board has been greatly interested in 
the methods of accelerating selection and 
placement adopted by the various civil service 
commissions. The former restrictions of resi- 
dence have been discarded or eased. Examina- 
tions have been given in various sections of the 
country rather than only in the city in which 
the vacancies existed and the type of ex- 
aminations has been drastically changed in 
many instances. Age and education require- 
ments have been modified. New methods of 
tecruitment have been used. Some of these 
changes should be continued after the war. 
In most instances educational requirements 
have been modified for duration positions only. 
It is hoped that noncivil service libraries will 


have been equally cautious in avoiding the 
appointment of unqualified personnel on a 
more permanent basis. 

The board considered only one tenure case 
and rendered a decision after collecting ma- 
terial by correspondence. The various board 
members gave considerable thought to the 
principles of tenure and to procedures for 
handling tenure cases. One member pre- 
pared a tentative statement of principles which 
will be used as a basis for a statement to be 
issued during the coming year. As soon as 
these principles are adopted they will be 
printed and made available to A.L.A. mem- 
bers, the library profession as a whole, trus- 
tees, and school and college administrators. 

Work on the study of A.L.A. membership 
records to obtain salary and other personnel 
data, begun in the summer of 1943, has con- 
tinued. Although the final report was de- 
layed owing to unforeseen circumstances, the 
tabulations have been completed and the re- 
port will be published in 1944-45. 

In the fall of 1943 data were collected on 
salaries, academic and professional education, 
and years of experience for librarians. holding 
positions of various types in college and school 
libraries. This information, together with 
that obtained from public libraries in the 
spring of 1943, will form a major part of the 
information which the board expects to use in 
developing postwar plans for library person- 
nel. 

To encourage the use of performance rat- 
ings as an essential part of properly adminis- 
tered personnel management, a subcommittee 
was appointed to draw up a form for use by 
all types of libraries and for all library serv- 
ices. This project has been completed and 
plans are under way to test the form in li- 
braries of various sizes and kinds. After such 
testing the service rating form will be issued 
for quantity purchase by libraries wishing to 
use it. Libraries which prefer to set up 
special forms of their own will find the A.L.A. 
form of great help. 

In order to acquaint the profession with 
the various ways in which questions on per- 
sonnel are being handled in libraries in the war 
period, Louis M. Nourse, a member of the 
board, wrote “Wartime Personnel Problems 
in Libraries” (A.L.4. Bulletin 37:460-64, 
Dec. 1, 1943). Ralph A. Ulveling, another 
member of the board, contributed to postwar 








364 


personnel planning in his article for the Con- 
ference in Print, “Personnel Planning for the 
Postwar Period” (A4.L.Ad. Bulletin 38:54-60, 
February 1944). The ever recurring question 
of salaries was discussed in “Salary and Wage 
Stabilization and Library Salaries” by Hazel 
B. Timmerman, executive assistant of the 
board, and R. E. Dooley, A.L.A. Comptroller 
(A.L.A. Bulletin 37 :264-66, September 1943). 

In the absence of the annual and midwinter 
conferences during the report year only one 
meeting of the board was scheduled, in Au- 
gust 1943. 

By action of the A.L.A. Council, board and 


committee members whose terms expired in 


Personnel 


The shortage of librarians available for 
beginning positions and those requiring but a 
year or two of experience complicated all 
placement of librarians in the year of this 
report. Librarians who are available for such 
positions can command salaries several hun- 
dred dollars higher than a year ago and com- 
parable with salaries formerly paid to more 
experienced staff members. Unless the salaries 
of experienced librarians are increased pro- 
portionately, inequalities result, and in many 
instances such substantial increases have not 
been made. Many of the individuals affected 
are becoming restless and are looking about 
for more remunerative opportunities. They 
cannot be convinced that a shortage of li- 
brarians actually exists when they do not find 
a large number of desirable permanent posi- 
tions at higher salaries open to them. Many 
are uninterested in resigning permanent posi- 
tions for duration positions which pay higher 
salaries, 

The employer whose library has a salary 
schedule adjusted to wartime needs can 
strengthen his staff if he is able to fill positions 
in other than the beginning grades of service 
and if he is willing to adjust age and similar 
qualifications to meet the wartime emergency. 

The work of the Personnel Division during 
the year has been greatly affected by this gen- 
eral situation. Employers are clamoring for 
young inexperienced persons who will accept 
salaries they can offer within the limitations 
of their budgets. Often the employer who is 
unable to fill a vacancy from suggestions sent 
by the division will ask again and again for 
additional suggestions with the hope that other 
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1943 were frozen in office for an additional 
year. Amy Winslow, therefore, continued as 
a member of the board and was also re-elected 
chairman. Ralph A. Ulveling resigned as 
member of the board to become effective at 
the end of the board year because his duties 
as First Vice President and President-Elect 
would require much of his time. Josie 
Batcheller Houchens, Louis M. Nourse, and 
Eleanor M. Witmer are the other members of 
the board. 


Amy WINsLow, Chairman 
Hazev B. TIMMERMAN, 
Executive Assistant 


Division 


librarians may have become interested in 
changing positions in the interim. On the 
other hand, an increasing number of librarians 
of high caliber are reregistering with the divi- 
sion for the purpose of finding the right per- 
manent position which offers opportunities for 
professional and financial advancement. 

Permanent positions at good salaries fre- 
quently come to the attention of the division 
but all too often the special requirements of 
subject or language background are such that 
few persons possess the prerequisites. There- 
fore, the opportunities are limited to place 
those librarians whose salaries are in the 
higher brackets and those who do not have 
the unusual specializations. 

The war has greatly influenced the types of 
requests coming to the division. The largest 
number are for persons who will fill duration 
positions in government service or industry. 
Camp, station, and hospital librarians and 
persons with natural science background are 
constantly in demand. The need for cata- 
logers is acute. The requests for children’s 
librarians continue in large numbers. The 
high salaries paid for war industry and gov- 
ernment positions have affected adversely the 
number of persons going into general library 
work. 

The division has continued to maintain a 
list of library staff members (professional and 
nonprofessional) in or working with the 
armed forces and does not limit it to ALA. 
members. This list is used for various pur- 
poses: for example, to provide the armed 
forces with data of various types and to com- 
pile for the 4.L.4. Bulletin the quarterly list 
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of A.L.A. members in the armed forces. Ina 
recent count it was found that nearly six 


hundred A.L.A. members have been in the 


armed forces. 

In the fall of 1943 the International Rela- 
tions Board suggested that the Personnel Divi- 
sion furnish the Washington office with copies 
of the records of those persons who had been 
identified by various means as good prospects 
for foreign library service for both the war 
and postwar periods. As the data varied 
greatly from complete information to names 
and addresses only, a special foreign library 
service application form was prepared and 
sent in duplicate to each person so that both 
the Chicago and Washington offices might 
have identical information. Applications were 
sent early in 1944. In April the Rockefeller 
Foundation made available a grant for the 
preparation of a special foreign library service 
roster. A special reference form dealing with 
the applicant’s suitability for foreign library 
service was prepared and sent to the refer- 
ences furnished by each applicant. Agnes 
Camilla Hansen accepted appointment for the 
summer of 1944 to analyze the applications 
and references, to interview candidates, and 
to set up a roster of librarians qualified for 
service in particular countries and for special 
types of work. Many librarians are anxious 
to render library service in a foreign country 
not only because of the personal stimulus it 
will bring but also because of its importance 
in furthering international understanding. 
Some of those whose interest is greater than 
their language and other qualifications are 
asking how they can better equip themselves 
for such work. Some are enrolling for inten- 
sive language study and others in courses deal- 
ing with the historical, economic, political, 
social, and literary background of a particular 
country or group of countries. 

The division cooperated with the Commit- 
tee on Refugee Librarians again this year in 
securing the names, scholarship records, and 
other information about the refugees in at- 
tendance in library schools. It was found that 
these students were making unusually good 
records, The committee, with the approval of 
the Board of Education for Librarianship, 
Voted a small award from the Sarah C. N. 
Bogle Memorial Fund to Kate Kolish of the 
Carnegie Library School, Carnegie Institute 
o Technology, Pittsburgh, and honorable 
mention to Emilia Mira of the Library School, 


Louisiana State University. 

The division has received a great many re- 
quests from librarians and boards of trustees 
for specific suggestions on ways of making 
salary adjustments in the absence of classifi- 
cation and pay plans. What is a reasonable 
beginning salary in this war period and how 
can it be met without working hardship on the 
older members of the staff are requests which 
have been answered many times. Advice on 
making a job analysis and preparing a classi- 
fication and pay plan has been given to several 
libraries. The readjusting of the salary sched- 
ule to meet the increase in cost of living has 
been a constantly recurring question. 

From February through October 1943 
emergency funds were allotted to provide 
additional professional and stenographic as- 
sistance to help meet the increased wartime 
demands on the division. Julia L. Mills 
served as temporary professional assistant for 
six months and Virginia $. McEachern for 
two months. At its meeting in October 1943 
the Executive Board continued part of the 
emergency stenographic assistance by adding 
a junior secretary to the permanent staff. 
Throughout the year the work of the division 
has been greatly curtailed and hampered be- 
cause the professional assistant’s position was 
not also continued on a permanent basis as 
had been recommended in the survey of the 
Personnel Division in 1937. During the eight 
months when a professional assistant was em- 
ployed the division was able to suggest persons 
for positions within a reasonable time after 
requests were received; it has not been able 
to do so since that period. 

For the third consecutive year the division 
has had almost a continuous turnover in staff. 
The four permanent secretarial and clerical 
positions have been held by ten persons in the 
past year. Family responsibilities and oppor- 
tunity for much greater remuneration have 
shared equally as the major reasons for resig- 
nations. Due to the shortage of manpower a 
very great amount of time was lost before 
replacements could be obtained. Staff and 
family illnesses and added responsibilities also 
resulted in considerable loss of time. Despite 
these difficulties and in the face of an ever 
increasing volume of work and constant pres- 
sure the staff has worked steadily, patiently, 
and uncomplainingly. 

Hazev B. TrimMMERMAN, Chief 
Personnel Division 
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Annuities, Pensions, 


The committee, at the request of Ernest 
J. Reece, is starting a study of the pension 
and annuity provisions for the staffs of college 
and university libraries. It is hoped that a 
report will be produced similar to the one on 
public library pension systems which appeared 
in the report of this committee for 1942. This 
will be published in College and Research 
Libraries. 
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and Life Insurance 


In order to collect the information needed, 
a questionnaire will be sent to a selected list 
of institutions. Additional information jg 
solicited from all interested parties. 

Members of the committee: Rice Estes, 
Margie M. Heim, Annie I. Hume, Winni- 
fred Jones. 


RicHArRD B. SEALOcCK, Chairman 


Library Unions Round Table 


During the past year the activities of the 
Library Unions Round Table have been key- 
noted by our desire to back up our soldiers 
on the battlefronts, to help win the war, to 
help the fight for a just and lasting peace. 
Since the organization of the L.U.R.T., the 
library unions have put into practice their 
belief that a librarian who is effective in his 
job cannot sit on the sidelines and remain 
neutral while the people he wishes to serve 
fight out the issues of the day. The purpose 
of the L.U.R.T. has been to coordinate the 
activities of the member unions to bring both 
economic and political democracy not only 
to librarians but to all the people of our 
country. In order to do this the L.U.R.T. 
strives first to encourage unionization among 
librarians, since we believe this is the most 
effective way for librarians to win economic 
justice for themselves. We also believe that 
by allying themselves with organized labor, 
librarians will understand more clearly the 
problems and needs of the working people of 
our country and thus will be able to serve 
them more effectively. , 

In order to encourage unionization among 
librarians the L.U.R.T. has tried to collect 
information about library unions’ gains and 
activities and to furnish such information to 
any groups interested. During the past year 
we prepared material for the committee to 
study trade union affiliation of the British 
Columbia Library Association, for the panel 
discussion which was to be the principal item 
on the agenda of their annual meeting. In- 
formation was also sent to the Wayne County, 
Mich., Library Employees Local 771, which 
led to their petition for affiliation with the 
L.U.R.T. One ot our goals for the future is 
a more effective publicizing of this informa- 


tion, perhaps by issuing an L.U.R.T. news- 
letter which would record the activities of 
member unions and the gains they have made. 
Such a publication would do much to stimu- 
late the growth of unionization among li- 
brary workers. 

As to the second and broader function of 
the L.U.R.T.—to aid in the efforts of all 
progressive groups in the country to bring 
both economic and political democracy to all 
of-our citizens—the L.U.R.T. members have 
also been active. Pamphlets and book lists 
on the war and the peace and problems on 
the home front have been published. 

Some examples are: We Hold These 
Truths, published by the Chicago Public Li- 
brary Employees Union, which gives valuable 
information on books which present the Ne- 
gro as a citizen with human dignity rather 
than a clown or a slave; Marching Forward 
Together, published by the Public Library 
Union of Cleveland, a pamphlet on the inte- 
gration of Negroes in industry; and the 
list of books on the war and the peace pub- 
lished by the New York City Public Library 
Employees Union. 

Library unions have also .taken part in 
activities with other community groups to 
solve our common problems. The most im- 
portant community activity undertaken during 
the year was the War Conference; Books 
and Librarians, called by the New York Pub- 
lic Library Employees Union on Feb. 20, 
1944. Noted authors and leaders of other 
community organizations joined in a discus 
sion of books, librarians, and public support 
and of the question “If Books Are Weapons, 
Can Librarians Be Neutral?” 

During the coming year the L.U.R.T. has 
much to do even within the A.L.A. itself to 
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gain recognition for the achievements and 4.L.A. Bulletin on furthering the work of the 
potentialities of library unions in the field of library with trade union groups, should make 


ed, adult education. The fact that the library us pause and reflect. 

ist unions, which would be the most effective The secretary-treasurer of the Library 

is liaison agents between the libraries and or- Unions Round Table was Benedict Z. Hirsch. 
ganized labor, have not even been mentioned in 

es, the recent articles which have appeared in the Mary Lots Gesuart, Chairman 

ni- 


Staff Organizations Round Table 


an Since there has been no conference, the stitution for staff groups and is planning a 
primary work of the S.O.R.T. has been the leaflet on whys and hows of library staff 
publication of Assortment, the bulletin of the organizations. 

$.0.R.T. This has been very ably edited by Through the membership of the chairman 


wS- Donna L. Root of the Cleveland Public of the Steering Committee on the newly 
of Library Workers’ Association. formed A.L.A. Committee on Relations with 
ide. The Steering Committee is submitting to Local Groups, the $.O.R.T. will cooperate 
nu- the members of the round table an amend-_ in trying to foster closer relationships be- 
li- ment to the constitution of $.O.R.T. allow- tween A.L.A. members and Headquarters. 
ing for individual memberships for library Staff organizations which have suggestions to 
- of employees who are in libraries where there make to §$.O.R.T. for activities of the new 
all is no staff organization. The dues for these committee are urged to communicate with 
ring members, if the amendment is ratified by the the $.O.R.T. chairman, Ruth H. Shapiro, at 
all afhliated groups, will be fifty cents per year the Milwaukee Public Library. 
jave and will entitle the member to all numbers of The secretary-treasurer of the Staff Or- 
ists Assortment but will not give him a vote at ganizations Round Table was Mildred T. 
on annual meetings, since votes are determined  Stibitz. 
by number of people represented. 
hese The committee is working on a model con- RutH H. SHapiro, Chairman 
Li- 
~ Refugee Librarians 
oe The A.L.A. Committee on Refugee Li- of great gratification to these men and women 
yar 


brarians has continued to function as usual, to be able to use their knowledge of European 


cary with fewer requests for interviews and fewer affairs as well as their languages to work 
inte- people asking assistance in education for li- toward the winning of the war. 
the brarianship. The librarians who have suc- A poll of the library schools was taken 
pub- ceeded in finishing their training have been, during the winter through the Personnel Divi- 
rary by and large, placed in libraries or in some sion of the A.L.A., and, with the endorsement 
‘ work for which their training has especially of the Board of Education for Librarian- 
tm qualified them. Many of the students of ship, the Committee on Refugee Librarians 
$& previous years are in the armed forces and awarded a grant of seventy-five dollars from 
ved news has been received from them from all the Sarah C. N. Bogle Memorial Fund to 
ring parts of the world—as far away as India and Kate Kolish, Ph.D., University of Vienna. 
ooks the Panama Canal. Many of the disappointed Miss Kolish is a graduate of the Carnegie 
Pub- refugee librarians who have been rejected Library School, Carnegie Institute of Tech- 
, 20, for this service are suffering from disabilities nology, Pittsburgh, and is now employed in 
other caused during confinement in concentration that library. Her record was a notable one. 
SCuS- camps. The special research abilities of sev- Most of the earlier refugee librarians have 
= eral of these librarians are enabling them to now achieved through length of residence in 
pons, 


make valuable contributions in the O.W.I., this country or service in the armed forces, 
: the O.P.A., the British Library of Informa- American citizenship which expands the pos- 
. has tion, various departments of the government, sibility of their usefulness. The committee 
lf to and the Library of Congress. It is a matter continues to feel that the work it has done 
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and is doing justifies the effort made to help 
the unusual group which has been selected 
and which at this time offers practically no 
employment problem. 

Members of the committee: Rice Estes, 
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Lydia M. Gooding, Rudolf Hirsch, Mrs. 
Alice S. Plaut, Margery C. Quigley, Ruth 
Savord, Eleanor M. Witmer. 


Jennie M. FLexner, Chairman 


Code of Ethics 


The Code of Ethics Committee was ap- 
pointed by the Executive Board in 1926. It 
prepared the Code of Ethics which was pub- 
lished in 1939. 

In December 1938 the Council of the 
A.L.A. requested the committee to carry on 
and to prepare a code of practice. 

For five years the committee has had such 
a project under advisement. During this 
period not a single question of professional 
ethics has been drawn to our attention. 
Matters that might have come to the com- 
mittee have been referred to other groups, 
notably the Library Administration Committee 
and the Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. 
This is an entirely satisfactory state of affairs 
and means that there is no need for the 
Code of Ethics Committee to exist to care 
for current matters. 

As far as the code of practice is concerned, 


we feel that the principal topics have been 
covered by other documents, especially the 
“Code of Practice for Interlibrary Loans” 
and the report on “Organization and 
Personnel Procedure,” which was prepared by 
the Subcommittee on Schemes of Service of 
the Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. 

We are accordingly of the belief that the 
matters with which a code of practice might 
deal are being adequately covered in other 
ways and that the time has not yet come to 
unite them in one document. 

We have no amendments to the Code of 
Ethics to propose. 

We accordingly ask that the Code of Ethics 
Committee be discharged. 

Members of the committee: Emerson 
Greenaway and Ruth H. Shapiro. 


ANpbREW D. Ossorn, Chairman 


The Administration of Libraries 


Library Administration 


Mention was made in last year’s report of 
a study of wartime adjustments and econo- 
mies. In the summer of 1943 the A.L.A. 
Committee on Library Administration sent 
out to approximately one hundred large pub- 
lic, college, and university libraries, geographi- 
cally scattered, a questionnaire entitled “Out- 
line for a Study of Wartime Adjustments in 
Libraries.” The questionnaire included per- 
sonnel, service, routine, and income adjust- 
ments. It was the hope of the committee that 
the experiences of individual libraries might be 
of interest and value to other libraries, par- 
ticularly in respect to changes in routines and 
procedures. Over three fourths of the li- 
braries replied, giving various information in 
the four categories of adjustments. 

The committee intended to tabulate the re- 
sults of the questionnaire and to make the 
information available in one or more articles. 
Since the receipt of this material other arti- 


cles have appeared which covered much of the 
same ground, especially that relating to per- 
sonnel, service, and finance. It has not, there- 
fore, seemed desirable to publish all of the 
material. Instead, a summary of portions of 
the replies, particularly those dealing with 
adjustments in routines and procedures, was 
made by Barron Franz, of the New York 
Public Library, and published in the 4.L.4. 
Bulletin for July 1944. While much of the 
remaining information received may be of 
little current value, the committee believes it 
will constitute an important historical record. 
The material will be available to anyone in- 
terested through A.L.A. Headquarters. 
Members of the committee: Verner Warren 
Clapp, Ruth E. Hammond, Miss Perrie Jones, 
William Kaye Lamb, Cecil J. McHale, Viola 
R. Maihl, John A. Norton, and N. Orwin 
Rush. 
L. Quincy Mumrorp, Chairman 
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Insurance for Libraries 


The most frequent library insurance ques- 
tion seems to be the item valuations to put 
on books and other objects which make up the 
bulk of a library’s business tools. For this 
reason we have grouped here individual val- 
ues as far as they have been developed by 
ALL.A. insurance committees and by libraries 
which have made careful insurance studies. 
There probably will be difference of opinion 
of the accuracy of some of the unit values, but 
at least they are a central grouping of selected 
library experience. Replacement, in case of 
loss, is modified by many factors. Quantity 
of replacement with consequent rate of price 
discount, buying ability, price experience, se- 
lection of market sources, percentage of lost 
items to be replaced—these are a few of the 
variations that will determine the amount of 
cold cash that will have to be swapped for 
each kind of library materials concerned with 
human knowledge. These valuations, in an 
over-all computation, will pretty surely pro- 
tect the library using them. 


per volume per item 

Adult fiction 85 
Adult nonfiction 1.46 
Juvenile fiction .67 
Juvenile nonfiction .67 
Reference books 3.37 
Periodicals 3.00 
Foreign language books 

(circulation) 1.00 
Town and country histories 2.75 
Genealogies 6.75 
Documents 

Paper bulletins 19 

Paper-bound volumes .50 

Other bound volumes 1.00 

Periodical volumes, bound 

and unbound 2.00 

Newspapers, per issue 

Before 1800 . 3.00 

1800-20 -75 

1820-40 +50 

1840-65 25 

1865 to date 10 
Stereographs 05 
Mounted pictures 03 
Sheet music .50 
Post cards Ro) 


It should be noted that values of newspapers 
relate very importantly to their place and 
date of publication. The newspaper values 
Just quoted are largely for the states along 
the Atlantic seaboard. The farther west your 


library is located, the later in date will come 
the scarce and valuable early holdings of 
your regional newspapers. It should be noted 
also that none of the above quoted valuations 
should be used for varieties or for subject 
groups such as first editions, fine bindings, ex- 
pensive books on the arts, specialized technical 
books, etc. In brief, the values given here 
are intended for the great bulk of run-of-the- 
mine material for which unit prices can be 
averaged. 


OTHER NOorTEs 


Planning a Building. When planning a 
new library building, include the advice of an 
insurance authority. His knowledge of how 
to prevent fires through wise initial construc- 
tion may mean annual savings later in pre- 
mium payments. In fact, it is good practice 
for any library, young, old, or middle-aged, 
to ask an insurance authority to advise on 
fire prevention. The addition of one fire ex- 
tinguisher properly placed has been known to 
reduce materially a library’s insurance rate. 

War Damage Insurance. For the record, 
we should add here that war damage insur- 
ance carried by libraries has been automati- 
cally extended one year from their expected 
date of expiration. That is, if you were thus 
insured through June 1944, such policy is 
automatically extended without charge to July 
1945. 

Cost of Cataloging a Book. This unit cost 
will vary in each library with the number of 
books added, the quality of cataloging, and 
the number of duplicates, which in turn re- 
late importantly to the number of branches 
and to the amount of salaries paid to workers 
involved in the process. The cost of materials 
is of course susceptible to general averaging. 
Something of a basic cost figure can be dis- 
covered in the individual library by keeping 
for one month a close account of all materials 
used plus all labor of ordering, accessioning, 
shelf-listing—the complete cycle of cataloging. 
Then divide the total number of books so 
processed within that month into this total 
cost. 

Comprehensive Insurance Policy. Seek out 
the comprehensive policy, when such exists. 
Such policy will often forestall unintentional 
gaps in coverage. The librarian is a layman 
in insurance and possesses at most an incom- 
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plete understanding of its technical details. 
The best of intentions may skip some vital 
coverage. 

Survey of Policies. By all means, and the 
sooner the better, get a competent insurance 
executive to go over all your policies. 

Liability Insurance. Cover your building, 
staff, and public with all reasonable accident, 
liability, and property damage insurance. Ac- 
cidents are almost sure to happen during the 
year in any actively used public building. 
Proper liability coverage will follow up such 
accidents with the efficiency of long experi- 
ence. 

Sinking Fund vs. Insurance. The only ade- 
quate sinking fund as a_ substitute for 
insurance is a fund that will cover a complete 
loss. This means holding aside enough money 
at all times to build and stock a whole new 
plant. The inference from such a situation is 
—why not build a new library and use that 
idle money? The library executive who ad- 
vocates insuring a public property with less 
than a reasonable replacement sum figures 
that he knows more about the future than the 
Almighty. A sinking fund may sound suff- 
cient until you have a loss which exceeds it. 
In such event, all above the amount set aside is 
a total loss. The community will have to dig 
down and raise the difference. A good way 
to clarify the difference between a sinking 
fund and competent insurance is to find out 
what you can do toward buying insurance with 
the annual income which your sinking fund 
will earn. 

Insurance Manual for Libraries. Your in- 
surance committees have discussed the need 
of a manual for a dozen years. Many li- 
braries have also urged it. We hesitate to 
say much more about the pesky creature until 
something better than conversation can be 
offered. However, there are a few funda- 


Library Architecture 


Because of the restrictions on building dur- 
ing the war, the attention of the committee has 
been shifted to postwar planning. 

In an article in the Library Journal (68: 
1027, Dec. 15, 1943) the chairman reported 
on plans under way in several public and 
college libraries. Steps were outlined by 
which libraries were urged to progress with 
other community planning. 
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mentals which our experience indicates should 
influence such a manual: (1) It should empha- 
size and describe the approaches to planning 
intelligent library insurance but not the tech- 
nical details. (2) It should outline, but 
briefly, the varieties of practical insurance for 
libraries. (3) It should screen from the vast 
maze (to a layman) of the techniques of this 
175-year-old profession only those facts which 
are pertinent to libraries. 

Insurance in detail is little understood, 
therefore we tend to be awed by it. But in 
all truth, insurance for libraries is no differ- 
ent than insurance for any unit that is con- 
structed by man as a center for business or 
for living. Only the valuing of books, docu- 
ments, manuscripts, and maps, that is, con- 
tents peculiar to a library, needs special 
handling. Once a method of acceptable 
evaluation is achieved for them, basic insur- 
ance methods take over and proceed as in all 
other varieties of insuring property against 
loss. Insurance processes have developed 
over many years and long-time varieties of 
condition and experience. In_ perspective, 
library insurance is only one more variety of 
insurance experience. We should examine 
it as such and not be stampeded into thinking 
that here is something special and intricately 
different. Fire is fire, smoke is smoke, water 
damage is water damage, whether they come 
to the library or to the corner grocery. In- 
surance can take both in stride. In the long 
run, insurance guarantees the continuity of 
the community library in event of loss and 
does it on sound business principles. Insur- 
ance for libraries is basic community economy. 

Members of the committee: James E. 
Bryan, Gilbert A. Cam, Thomas S. Dabagh, 
Carrie Maude Jones. 


DonaLp K. CAMPBELL, Chairman 


and Building Planning 


Three public libraries and one research 
corporation library have requested advice since 
the article was printed. One library was 
visited by the chairman and plans for a post- 
war addition to the present building were 
developed. In another case an architect was 
suggested and has since been working with the 
library trustees. Another architect, on the 
request of a member of the committee, has 
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prepared an article for early publication. 
This article is addressed to the needs of col- 
lege libraries. 

No actual plans or blueprints have been 
submitted to the committee this last year. 

Recommendations. ‘The preparation of a 
manual on library lighting, which has been 
under consideration for some time, has again 
been deferred with the recommendation that 
it be kept in mind as an early project. 

We wish to endorse the idea of a list of 


experienced consultants on library buildings. 
Those listed would have better geographic 
distribution than that of current committee 
members. This list would be available from 
A.L.A. Headquarters. 

Members of the committee: Alfred Mor- 
ton Githens, James E. Gourley, Howard L. 
Hughes, Ernest J. Reece, Winifred Riggs, 
Russell J. Schunk, Elizabeth M. Smith, Rob- 
ert James Usher. 

Wit H. Corus, Chairman 


Library Equipment and Appliances 


This committee considered the suggestion 
made to Mr. Milam by Ralph R. Shaw in his 
letter of May 26, 1943, that the A.L.A. ar- 
range for “exhaustive tests on the application 
of library machinery to all conceivable library 
processes,’ and recommends that the possi- 
bility of undertaking such a project be in- 
vestigated as soon after the close of the war 
as conditions warrant. 

Arrangements are being made to continue 
the Subcommittee to Study the Use of 
Punched Card Procedures in Libraries. In 
this connection attention is called to the ad- 
mirable report issued by the Montclair Free 
Public Library on Books and Readers, Rec- 
ords by Punched Cards, 1943. 

Based on the premise that a known need 
is more likely to be filled than an unknown 
one, the committee is endeavoring to compile 
for the encouragement of inventors, manu- 
facturers, and dealers in library supplies and 
equipment, lists of: 


1. Tasks that could be performed by machines 
but for which no equipment has yet been de- 
vised, 


2. Improvements needed in existing equipment. 

3. Modifications that would adapt existing 
machines to library use. 

4. Inventions in progress or special devices 
developed by any'library that would lend them- 
selves to quantity production. 


An appeal was made for this information 
in the library periodicals with fair results. 
Librarians are requested to keep this project 
in mind and to send such information to this 
committee. 

Government agencies are beginning to re- 
lease equipment for resale. The committee 
recommends that librarians be ready with 
statements of their needs and that they or 
their purchasing agents keep informed on the 


government agencies most likely to have 


charge of the resales or to know of resales in 
their vicinity. 

Members of the committee: Anna M. Bor- 
den, Robert Dumont Franklin, Marguerite 
L. Gates, David K. Maxfield, Cornelia Dyer 
Plaister, J. Vernon Steinmann. 


MArGUERITE E, PuTNAM, Chairman 


Statistics 


The Committee on Statistics continues its 
work on uniform statistical report forms. 

The county and regional library statistical 
report form has been completed and has been 
approved by the A.L.A. Library Extension 
Division and its County and Regional Li- 
braries Section, as well as by the Statistics 
Committee itself. The Library Service Di- 
vision of the U.S. Office of Education is 
interested in the form but owing to wartime 
conditions is not in a position to take formal 


action at this time. 

The Council of the A.L.A. at its fall meet- 
ing will be asked to adopt the form in prin- 
ciple, subject to later negotiations with the 
Office of Education. 

Members of the committee: Helen M. 
Clark, James C. Foutts, Hoyt R. Galvin, 
Horace S. Moses, L. Quincy Mumford, Lu- 
cile Nix, Mildred W. Sandoe. 


Georce C. ALLEz, Chairman 
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Intellectual Freedom to Safeguard the Rights of Library Users to 
Freedom of Inquiry 


During the year some libraries reported 
that objection had been raised to their provi- 
sion of Under Cover and Strange Fruit, and 
the committee was asked to reconsider the 
- Library’s Bill of Rights to see whether any- 
thing might be done to help them. The com- 
mittee thereupon recommended adding to the 
first principle of the Bill of Rights one sen- 
tence reading, “Further, books believed to be 
factually correct should not be banned or re- 
moved from the library simply because they 
are disapproved of by some people.” The com- 
mittee, recognizing its function to be “to 
recommend such steps as may be necessary to 
safeguard the rights of library users in ac- 
cordance with the Bill of Rights and the 
Library’s Bill of Rights as adopted by the 
Council,” also proposed a plan of action aimed 
at putting teeth into the Library’s Bill of 
Rights. This program was described in detail 
in the July 1944 issue of the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
in an article written by the chairman of the 
committee entitled “Can the Public Library 


Defend the Right to Freedom of Inquiry?” 

The new formulation of the Library’s Bill 
of Rights and the plan of action were syb- 
mitted to the Executive Board of the A.L.A. 
and received approval. However, when syb- 
mitted to a mail vote of the Council, only 62 
of the 110 voting members cast ballots, and 
since this is less than two thirds of the total 
necessary in a mail vote, the proposals were 
lost; this in spite of the fact that only three 
negative votes were cast. The matter will 
undoubtedly come up for Council reconsid- 
eration at its October 1944 meeting. 

In time of war certain liberties must be 
suspended, but the right to freedom of inquiry 
is not one of them. The committee hopes 
for a vigorous stand to support that right not 
only by the Council but by the Association as 
a whole. 

Members of the committee: 
Miller Danton and Jens Nyholm. 


Mrs. Emily 


LEON CARNOVSKY, Chairman 


Trustees Division 


Since this has been another nonconference 
year the objectives of the Trustees Division— 
to promote the development of libraries and 
library service, to provide for the exchange 
of ideas and experience among library board 
members through conferences and library pub- 
lications and by the formation of local and 
state associations of trustees—have been car- 
ried out chiefly through articles by ‘trustees 
in the 4.L.Ad. Bulletin, an institute, and a 
statement, in preparation, of present and post- 
war objectives for trustees. 

A half-day institute for trustees in the 
Chicago area was held Nov. 10, 1943, in Chi- 
cago to discuss the problems of war services 
and postwar planning with the hope that an 
informed nucleus within the Trustees Divi- 
sion will prove of value to all trustees and 
make possible speedier remedies when peace 
is declared. Speakers at the institute in- 
cluded: Lt. Marcus W. Davies on “The 
Navy’s Educational Program;” Lt. Col. Ros- 
coe R. Snapp on “The Educational Program 
of the Army;” Louis Wirth, associate dean, 


Division of Social Sciences, University of 
Chicago, on “Needs for Social Planning,” 
with implications for trustees drawn by Low- 
ell Martin, Graduate Library School, Uni- 
versity of Chicago. 

A group of trustees in the Chicago area 
met with the chairman on January 30 in 
Chicago to discuss important library war and 
postwar projects, with the suggestion that a 
statement be formulated on present and post- 
war objectives for trustees which could be 
adapted to the individual and immediate needs 
of libraries. 

The chief function of the Editorial Com- 
mittee is to secure timely articles of special 
interest to trustees; articles by specialists on 
government and social trends, financial prob- 
lems, building plans, legal questions, insur- 
ance, pensions, gifts and bequests, postwar 
planning; and articles about individual trus- 
tees for publication in the 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
Library Journal, and Wilson Library Bul- 
letin. In order to learn more about the 
interests of trustees, to secure articles of spe- 
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cial interest, and to secure authors for articles, 
a questionnaire was sent out by the committee 
to every member of the Trustees Division. 
The following articles were published in 
the 4.L.4. Bulletin during the year: “Cita- 
tion for Trustee Contribution to Library 
Promotion” by Ida F. Wright, July 1943; 
“The Librarian’s Trustee” by Paul Howard, 
July 1943; “American Libraries in the Post- 
war World” by Phillips Bradley, November 
1943; “Trustees Report on War Activities,” 
January 1944; discussion by James J. Wea- 
dock, Jr., of “Personnel Planning for the 
Postwar Period” by Ralph A. Ulveling, Feb- 


ruary 1944; discussion by William E. Marcus 
of “Financing Public Services after the War” 
by Carl H. Chatters, February 1944; discus- 
sion by Stephen M. Jenks of “Demobilization 
and Readjustment and the Library” by Floyd 
W. Reeves and Carl Vitz, February 1944; 
“Needs for Social Planning” by Louis Wirth, 
March 1944; “Spiritual Values to Meet Post- 
war Needs” by Andrew B. Lemke, April 
1944; “For and by the People” by Wilson W. 
Wyatt, May 1944. 
The executive secretary of the Trustees 
Division was Mrs. George H. Knaus. 
ANpbrEwW B. LEMKE, Chairman 


Friends of Libraries 


War days may not be the time to organize 
Friends of Libraries groups, but it is evident 
that a considerable number of communities are 
engaged in postwar planning. Requests for 
information and for the Friends of Libraries 
scrapbooks at Headquarters have been re- 
ceived from public and college libraries in 
Tennessee, Wisconsin, Illinois, Texas, Massa- 
chusetts, Kansas, and other states. Among 
the groups organized during the past year, 
the Friends of the John Carter Brown 
Library, with a very distinguished member- 
ship, should be mentioned. 

One Friends group, the Advisory Committee 


of the Sprague House Branch of the Provi- 
dence Public Library, organized a neighbor- 
hood campaign and _ collected sixty-four 
hundred dollars needed to complete the total 
sum required to build a new branch library 
on a more desirable site after the war’s end. 
Members of the committee: John G. 
Barrow, Mrs. Mary M. Gillham, Francis H. 
Henshaw, Clara B. Johnson, Frances Hamer- 
ton Kelly, Laura Elsa Loeber, Robert Alex- 
ander Miller, Margaret Reynolds, Helene 
H. Rogers, N. Orwin Rush, Estelle M. A. 
Vaughan. 
CLARENCE FE, SHERMAN, Chairman 


Special Libraries and Services 
A,A.L.L. and A.L.A 


(Joint Committee) 


In the absence of Oscar Carl Orman, who 
is serving in the United States Navy, the 
acting chairman makes this report. 

Since there has been no general convention 
held by either association since 1942, there 
has been small and infrequent opportunity for 
Personal contacts to further joint cooperation. 

The major committees, functioning jointly, 
have been continued with slight change in 
personnel. In both the 4.L.4. Handbook, 
1943, and the Law Library Journal, Novem- 
ber 1943, have been published the names of 
members represented on committees in the 
other organization. In any organization the 


most effective work is accomplished by com- 
mittees, and it is a real indication of progress 
toward cooperation to find public relations of 
our two organizations in cordial accord. 

A subject of great interest to both associa- 
tions and one which was mentioned in last 
year’s report of this committee as a joint 
project, is that of rehabilitation of libraries 
devastated by the scourge of war. These 
include public libraries, university and college 
libraries, and the great law libraries in 
London. The Council of National Library 
Associations, created in Milwaukee in 1942. 
has proposed to the associations interested that 
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they participate in the work of a general com- 
mittee. The Executive Committee of 
A.A.L.L. has voted to cooperate in this under- 
taking, and A.L.A., in 1942, set up an Inter- 
national Relations Board, of which one com- 
mittee is that of Aid to Libraries in War 
Areas. It would seem that by working to- 
gether much could be accomplished toward 
so worthy a project. 

As soon as association conventions are 
again possible, this committee urges renewed 
consideration of meetings at the same time 
and place. This has been one of our con- 
tinued recommendations since it offers an 
incentive toward closer cooperation. We 
recommend membership in the American Li- 
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brary Association by those engaged in law 
library work and the placing of law librarian 
members on every A.L.A. committee which 
considers any subject in which the law takes 
apart. The A.A.L.L. has its headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., and could be of assistance 
to A.L.A. members who wish to learn where 
material may be found in the national capital, 
while A.L.A. with its headquarters in Chi- 
cago offers a solution to many questions which 
might puzzle a law librarian. 

Members of the committee: for A.L.A, 
Jean Ashman, Frederick C. Hicks, Alfred B. 
Lindsay; for A.A.L.L., the acting chairman. 


OuivE C. LatHrRop, Acting Chairman 


Audio-Visual 


Films, recordings, and other audio-visual 
materials have had increased use throughout 
the last decade, but the gradual increase has 
now given way to an enormous growth in use 
of many types of audio-visual techniques and 
materials by the military services. The re- 
lationship of that development to the ob- 
jectives of public, school, college, and special 
libraries is the concern of the Audio-Visual 
Committee. Post-War Standards for Public 
Libraries (Chicago, A.L.A., 1943, p. 67) states 
the library’s responsibility to have audio- 
visual materials as follows: 


The book stock should include the common media 
by which ideas are transmitted without oral aid: 
books, periodicals, newspapers, pamphlets, maps, 
films, pictures, recordings, music scores, and 
similar materials. These media complement 
each other in the types of information and exper- 
ience they communicate. They supplement each 
other in the recency, comprehensiveness, or de- 
tail of their information. Since all make a dis- 
tinct contribution to the five basic objectives of 
the public library, all should be included in the 
library’s holdings. 


The Standards also underline the obligation 
of libraries to provide their communities with 
guidance in the choice and use of all these 
materials by which ideas are communicated, 
by which citizens may continuously keep 
themselves informed, and through which 
government provides the means for citizen’s 
self-education and cultural growth. 

With these library responsibilities in view 


the Audio-Visual Committee has recognized 
the opportunity and obligation to observe 
military experience with audio-visual mate- 
rials and to learn from it what may be the 
direction and intensity of civilian use and of 
the library’s part in making that use effective. 
For military use there are many more pro- 
jectors than the total number in schools 
throughout the country before the war. Films 
have been made to accomplish specific training 
objectives, and the results have clearly indi- 
cated the values from a sufficiently extensive 
film program with materials on film strips or 
motion pictures and with subjects treated in 
adequate detail and at appropriate level. Re- 
cordings, maps, charts, diagrams, and models 
have been produced in wide variety and in 
large numbers to speedily and effectively dis- 
seminate the ideas, the information, the 
knowledge, the understandings essential to 
the prosecution of the war and to the read- 
justments following it. Distribution of audio- 
visual materials based on adequate numbers 
of copies or prints, regional and local distribut- 
ing libraries, and a program to promote 
use of audio-visual materials, are elements of 
the military program which civilian users of 
these materials recognize as important but 
which they have not yet been able to provide 
for satisfactorily. 

From observing the military experience, the 
major problems for libraries that seek to meet 
their responsibilities in this area are: 

1. To become acquainted with the widespread 
production of audio-visual materials 
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2. To obtain evaluative aid in selection of 
materials 

3. To preview or pre-audit whatever appears 
potentially useful 

4. To finance the acquisition and renting of 
such materials 

5. To finance the acquisition of machines nec- 
essary for use of the materials 

6. To train professional and clerical staff for 
educational use of these materials 

7. To interrelate the use of printed and audio- 
yisual materials in the educational program of 
the community or institution 

8. To work out a satisfactory local booking 
and distribution program 

9. To obtain materials on interloan or rental 
when needed, even on short notice 

10. To provide appropriate quarters for hous- 
ing and use of materials. 


The committee has worked at its task of 
exploring and encouraging library parti- 
cipation in handling and use of audio-visual 
materials by furthering its acquaintance and 
contacts with individuals and organizations in 
the audio-visual field. The chairman was 
appointed as one of the eight members of the 
National Advisory Committee to the Non- 
Theatrical Division of the O.W.1. Bureau of 
Motion Pictures. The committee included 
representatives of four educational organiza- 
tions concerned with films and four organiza- 
tions of 16mm. film commercial distribution 
agencies. “Two meetings in Washington at- 
tended by the committee chairman and secre- 
tary served to introduce libraries to others 
in the group as potential agencies by which 
adult groups in local communities may obtain 
films. They also made it evident that unless 
libraries assume their responsibility promptly, 
other means of local film distribution would 
have to develop. 

As the result of the second meeting, li- 
braries handling films were informed about 
new subjects made available for the Fifth 
War Loan Drive and several made commun- 
ity-wide use of films as a part of that drive. 

Restrictions on projection and playback 
equipment have handicapped library programs. 

¢ committee has tried to learn whether 
and in what ways equipment now used by 
military services may later be obtained for 
Civilian use. To date the method is to regis- 
ter with regional offices of the Procurement 
Division of the U.S. Treasury a request that 
the library be notified when projectors or any 


un 


other specified equipment are listed for sale 
through that office. 

Affiliation of librarians with others in the 
audio-visual field has been urged by the com- 
mittee. The first annual conference of the 
Educational Film Library Association held at 
the University of Chicago in July included 
eleven public, school, and college librarians 
from eight different states. A conference 
committee on library use of films under the 
chairmanship of Hoyt R. Galvin, Charlotte 
Public Library, Charlotte, N.C., reported the 
problems in library film service and recom- 
mended work of a continuing committee of 
E.F.L.A. on them. 

An inquiry concerning methods of keeping 
film statistics was made in response to a 
request and samples of practice in a number 
of libraries assembled for the use of inter- 
ested libraries. 

In radio the committee cooperated with the 
Commission to Study the Organization of 
Peace and the Twentieth Century Fund by 
urging local library promotion and use of the 
program For This We Fight carried in the 
fall of 1943. From corresponding responses 
there was only limited library participation, 
due perhaps to the time of the program and 
unevenness in quality as well as to lack of 
skill on the part of libraries in making ef- 
fective use of radio as a material. 

The Federal Radio Education Committee 
inaugurated a monthly, selected, annotated 
listing of significant radio programs. The 
committee cooperated with F.R.E.C. and the 
Library Service Division of the U.S. Office 
of Education in suggesting to state library 
agencies and state school library supervisors 
that they work with state education depart- 
ments to find ways to reproduce and circu- 
late the sections of the list appropriate in 
their areas. 

The committee sees as its job ahead con- 
centrated work on the problems stated earlier. 
That will mean a vigorous program by which 
librarians will come to know films, radio 
programs, recordings, and other nonbook ma- 
terials as well as they now know printed 
resources; in-service and pre-service introduc- 
tion to the materials and their use; publicity 
to established programs and assistance to new 
ones; extension of contacts with distributors 
and users of educational audio-visual mate- 
rials; and, most important of all, national 
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and state planning and stimulation to assume 
effective use of audio-visual media in achiev- 
ing library objectives. 

Members of the committee: Donald Win- 
ston Kohlstedt, Alberta Curtis, Margaret V. 
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Girdner, Marion Grady, Eugene D. Hart 
Mary Ella Townes. 


Mary U. RotnHrock, Chairman 
Mivprep L. BATCHELDER, Secretary 


Business and Technology Round Table 


The Business and Technology Round Table 
has been inactive during the past two years 
since there has not been an annual A.L.A. 
conference since 1942. 

During the last meeting, in Milwaukee in 
1942, it was voted that this group should 
include vocational school librarians and that 
a more definite program be adopted for the 
business librarians. It was also voted that 
this round table would confine its activities to 
discussions for each separate group, i.e., tech- 
nology librarians, etc., and then to coordinate 
the three units into one general debate or 
discussion unit. It was felt that this round 
table composed of business librarians, tech- 
nology librarians, and vocational school li- 
brarians would profit more from separate and 
then combined discussion groups than it would 


from sponsoring special projects, that any 
such projects should be left to those special- 
ized groups in the S.L.A., and that the A.L.A. 
groups would cooperate with the S.L.A. 
groups in any way possible. 

Any member of the A.L.A. in good standing 
who may be interested in the many problems 
that confront business, technology, and voca- 
tional school librarians and in promoting the 
interest of this group is cordially invited to 
join. 

This round table will become a section of 
the proposed public libraries division and its 
afhliation with the larger group should add 
new spirit and new purpose. 

The secretary of the Business and Tech- 
nology Round Table was Helen M. Focke. 

PAUL S. BALLANCE, Chairman 


Film Forums 


(Joint Committee) 


In the process of preparing a final report 
on the Library Film Forums Project which 
it conducted in 1941-43, the A.L.A. Joint 
Committee on Film Forums wrote recently 
to forty-seven libraries that actively partici- 
pated in the project in an effort to discover 
whether or not they had continued to conduct 
film discussion meetings during the year 1943- 
44. Replies were received from twenty-eight 
libraries. Half of these (fourteen) indicated 
that they had conducted one or more film 
forums during this period, three reported hold- 
ing film showings without discussion, and one 
indicated that it conducted film forums among 
groups outside the library. Ten replied that 
they had shown no films, either with or with- 
out discussion, since the project closed last 
year. 

Analysis of the replies from the fourteen 
libraries reporting film forums revealed that 
they averaged seven movie discussion meetings 
each and that these attracted an average 
attendance of sixty-three people to each forum. 


(Lowest number of forums reported, 1; high- 
est, 39. Lowest attendance reported, 30; high- 
est, 195.) 

Four libraries reported dependence on mem- 
bers of their own staffs for discussion 
leadership, six on outside sources, and four on 
both staff and outside assistance. Twelve 
always attempted to tie up the film forums 
with the use of books through the distribution 
of book lists or the arrangement of special 
displays at the meetings; two reported that 
this was done “to some extent.” 

Greater audience participation in the film 
discussion meetings conducted in 1943-44 over 
those held in 1942-43 was reported by four 
libraries. One indicated that fewer took part 
while the others were 


in the discussions, 

either noncommittal or stated that the pro- 
grams for the two periods were not 
comparable. 


Of the ten libraries that reported no film 
program of any kind in 1943-44, five gave lack 
of staff assistance as the reason for their fail- 
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= ure to carry on. _Three libraries intimated difficult war period, indicated that the inter- 
that insofar as their own programs were con-_ est is something more than academic. 
cerned, the film forums project had been un- A full account of this “follow-up” survey 
successful. will appear in the final report on the Library 
on In view of the fact that the committee was Film Forums Project, which is scheduled to 
obliged to send out its questionnaire in mid- be issued this fall. 
summer when many librarians were on Members of the committee: for A.L.A., 
yacation and was able to allow only two weeks the chairman and Miriam D. Tompkins; for 
for a reply, the 60 per cent return noted A.A.A.E., Morse A. Cartwright and Dorothy 
any above may be said to constitute evidence of Rowden; for A.A.A.P., Alice I. Bryan and 
ial- unusual interest in the film forums project. Paul Lazarsfeld; for A.F.C., Etta Schneider 
WA, Furthermore, the fact that at least fourteen and Donald Slesinger; members at large, 
A, of the libraries participating in the project William Tegg Cheswell, Alberta Curtis, Ma- 
found it of sufficient value to merit continu- rie D. Loizeaux, Mary U. Rothrock. 
ling ance under the library’s own steam in this GLEN Burcu, Chairman 
ems 
Qe Hospital Libraries Round Table 
1 to This report covers the two-year period from Some of the most important questions dis- 
the Milwaukee Conference to the present cussed were: 
1 of time. The officers elected at that time were Publicity. That all possible publicity be 
its frozen in office. given hospital libraries in library and hospital 
add At that conference a constitution was pre- magazines. 
sented and approved for adoption. Also Hospital libraries courses. That library 
ech- “Proposed Standards for Hospital Libraries schools be urged to institute courses in hos- 
€. and Hospital Librarians” were presented and _ pital libraries or lectures on the subject, with 
man discussed. Several suggested revisions were field work where feasible. The University of 
to be made before the “Standards” were pre- Minnesota has had such a course since 1937. 
sented for approval to the Council of the The Western Reserve University School of 
American Library Association and to the Library Science inaugurated a course in the 
American Hospital Association. second semester of 1944, giving sixteen lec- 
For several reasons the “Standards” have tures for one credit and field work for a 
high- not yet been presented to either organization. second credit. There were twenty-two stu- 
high- With a preamble stating the objectives for dents in the class, four auditing and seven 
hospital libraries, the “Standards” are now for field work. It is not known that any 
nem- being prepared for presentation to the Council other school gave such a course. 
ssion in October. After their approval by A.L.A. Joint committee. The formation of a joint 
ir on they will be presented for approval to A.H.A. committee with representatives from hospital 
velve The events that occurred after the Milwau- and library organizations was approved. 
rums kee Conference showed the necessity for plan- This committee met in May 1943. The 
ution ning for future growth and expansion of organizations represented were American 
yecial hospital libraries. The chairman wrote many Medical Association, American Psychiatric 
that hospital librarians asking for opinions and Association, Medical Library Association, 
suggestions in regard to what the Hospital American Hospital Association, American 
_ film Libraries Round Table might do to advance College of Surgeons, American Library Asso- 
over this work. ciation, and Hospital Libraries Round Table. 
four A meeting was called for Jan. 4, 1943, at Elizabeth Pomeroy, U. S. Veterans’ Adminis- 
: part A.L.A. Headquarters and hospital librarians tration, Washington, D.C., and Cora M. 
were in the Chicago area were asked to be present Beatty, Headquarters staff, were present for 
pro- for discussion of the ideas which had been consultation. It was proposed that a study 
not submitted. be made of the development of hospital 
At this meeting Executive Secretary Carl libraries up to the present time and of recom- 
» film H. Milam, Cora M. Beatty, and other mem- mendations for future development. All or- 
e lack bers of the Headquarters staff (as needed) ganizations showed much interest but the 
r fail- were present. difficulty of finding the proper person for the 
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survey under existing conditions and the press 
of other work has held up further procedure. 

At the present time there is a strong possi- 
bility that a hospital libraries division of the 
A.L.A. may be formed which will give greater 
strength and power to hospital libraries than 
the present round table form can do. An 
active campaign is under way asking for 
petitions from hospital librarians that such a 
division be formed. The latest reports on the 
result show that it is quite possible that the 
required number of signatures will be secured 
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so that the petition may be presented to the 
Council at the October meeting. 

The Hospital Book Guide has had its 
troubles during this period. Two editors 
have been compelled to resign. The present 
editor pro tem is serving because the con. 
tinually increasing number of hospital Jj. 
brarians makes the issue of this.Guide more 
necessary than ever before. 

The secretary-treasurer of the round table 
is Mrs. Glyde B. Nielsen. 

GERTRUDE M. Epwarps, Chairman 


Institution Libraries 


Last year’s report referred to the adoption 
by the American Prison Association of the 
Objectives and Standards for Libraries in 
Adult Prisons and Reformatories prepared 
by the Libraries Committee of that associa- 
tion. We are now able to report that the 
Executive Board of the American Library 
Association has also adopted the Objectives, 
which brings official recognition to them by the 
two national organizations most concerned. 
To bring about the establishment and develop- 
ment of adequate and professional library 
service in this group of institutions with the 
Objectives and Standards as a guide, is a 
challenge for the future activities of the 
Institution Libraries Committee. 

The News-Letter has been issued twice, 
in October and May, in the last year and has 
been mailed to a large number of prison 
officials, library schools, and library commis- 
sions. Responsive interest has been almost 
immediate and it is hoped that this direct 
communication from the Institution Libraries 
Committee to those concerned with library 
development in prisons and reformatories will 
be continued. 

A Directory of Persons in Charge of Li- 
braries in Penal and Correctional Institutions 
(Including Industrial Schools) of the United 
States and Canada was prepared by Herman 
K. Spector, a member of the committee, and 
published and distributed by the American 
Prison Association’s committee in September 
1943. This is a beginning list only and has 
naturally undergone numerous changes, but it 
is a beginning and will undoubtedly be revised 
later. 


A third state has now established a super- 
visory position for the direction of its institu. 
tion libraries. Anna V. Johnson has been 
made director of libraries, department of 
institutions, with her headquarters at the 
Louisiana Library Commission. Two other 
states are making plans for a similar arrange- 
ment. A trained librarian, David Kantor, has 
been appointed at the Washington State 
Reformatory. This is real progress for the 
committee to report. ; 

The present chairman of this committee has 
been made the representative of libraries on 
the Post War Committee of the American 
Prison Association. Tentative plans call for 
a demonstration of library service in some se- 
lected state prison, for plans and blueprints 
for several types of prison libraries in antici- 
pation of a postwar prison building program, 
and for several other projects. The continued 
and close cooperation of the library commit- 
tees of the two organizations, the American 
Library Association and the American Prison 
Association, is urged and strongly recom- 
mended as the most intelligent and time-saving 
method for bringing about improvements in 
library service to a large group of potential 
and profiting readers. It is also strongly 
urged that some such arrangement be estab- 
lished with the training school group, where 
intensive library activities are so essential. 

Members of the committee: Raymond 
Embree, Miss Perrie Jones, Aune E. Martin, 
Anthony F. Runte, Herman K. Spector. 


Mitprep Louise MetTHVEN, Chairman 
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Work with the Blind 


This committee will not attempt to concern 
itself so much with its own activities during 
this war period but rather will relate the 
events of national importance which have 
affected the blind and which it believes are 
reflected in the book service to them. 

All but three of the twenty-seven dis- 
tributing libraries serving as regional centers 
for the Library of Congress lost circulation 
in 1943. This decrease undoubtedly is due 
to the greater employment of the blind 
throughout the country. Particularly is it 
true of the library’s blind borrowers living 
in the war plant areas. Many of the readers 
who in prewar days through enforced leisure 
were able to devote long free hours to reading 
now are finding less and less time to read. 
Naturally the blind even more than the 
sighted are experiencing greater difficulty in 
adjusting to war conditions. 

The Library of Congress in April appointed 
Edgar F. Rogers as acting director of Books 
for the Adult Blind. Robert A. Voorus, who 
served as director of this project for four 
years, resigned his office in the early part of 
1944. 

American soldiers who lose their sight in 
combat will be prepared for a return to an 
active civilian life at a new Army rehabilita- 
tion school for the blind at Farmington, Conn. 
The school, which will be conducted at the 
Avon Old Farms School, will be the only 
such training center in the country and will 
have facilities for two hundred men. Colonel 
Frederick Thorne, an Army ophthalmologist, 
has been named to be its head. Colonel 
Thorne reports that up to May 1944 seventy 
American servicemen had been blinded. 

At the school thirty instructors, including 


Work with the 


This has been a year of apparent inactivity 
on the part of the committee, largely because 
of the impossibility of meeting and working 
out any broad plan of procedure. The chair- 
man has continued to maintain the committee’s 
active connection with the headquarters of 
Various Organizations which are concerned 
with work with the foreign born and has 
endeavored to push the translation of care- 
fully selected American books into foreign 


some who are themselves blind, will teach the 
men braille typing, use of the braille slate, 
salesmanship, farming, and other crafts. The 
courses will take from three to six months. 

The act of Congress, approved March 
1931, authorizing an annual appropriation to 
provide books for adult blind residents of the 
United States again was amended. The 
appropriation continues to provide $100,000 
for books in braille and moon type, but now 
makes available $400,000 to be used for talk- 
ing book records and the maintenance and 
replacement of the talking book machines. It 
is expected that $250,000 of the $400,000 will 
be used for records, $50,000 for additional 
records for blinded servicemen, $50,000 for 
the repair of government-owned talking book 
machines, and $50,000 for the replacement of 
wornout machines. 

It becomes more and more evident that if 
we librarians for the blind wish to assist the 
blind in meeting the emergencies of the post- 
war world, we ourselves must watch care- 
fully the trends in world affairs and must be 
prepared to cooperate with other agencies, 
especially the Library of Congress, in an 
effort to see that the best possible books are 
made available for blind children and blind 
adults and of course we shall have to give 
special attention to the book needs of our 
blinded war veterans. In order to meet this 
challenge, it will be necessary that many li- 
brarians for the blind be released from some 
of their present routine tasks. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Sadie P. 
Delaney, Mary J. Heenan, Mrs. Grace Dud- 
ley Lacey, Mrs. Louise C. Roberts. 


FANNY R. How Ley, Chairman 


Foreign Born 


languages. Contacts with publishers with for- 
eign interests have been made. 

The opportunities that lie ahead are enor- 
mous, especially if the work of this committee 
is coordinated with the work of the various 
groups who are preparing American books for 
use in the liberated countries of Europe. 

There is much still to be done with local 
groups and, as the need for volunteer war 
activities decreases, local libraries may well 
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endeavor to draw in volunteers who had con- 
tacts with these foreign groups in the interest 
of extending the library’s usefulness in years 
that lie ahead. 

Members of the committee: Enid McPher- 
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son Boli, Beulah Ann Chapman, Eda M. 
Lofgren, Augusta Markowitz, Mrs. Gretchen 


Knief Schenk, Edith Wirt. 


JENNIE M. FLexner, Chairman 


A.L.A. Organization and Services 


Department of Membership Organization and Information 


Relations with Members 


Last year’s annual report on membership 
called attention to evidence of unrest and 
dissatisfaction on the part of a considerable 
body of members. Since that time efforts 
have been made to bring discussion into the 
open and to develop a constructive program 
to meet the situation. Better interpretation 
for members of work being done and more 
effective channels for interpretation of mem- 
bership reaction have been specific objectives. 

Lack of sufficient opportunity for active 
participation by the individual member be- 
yond the payment of dues appears to be funda- 
mental to the membership problem. It is 
encouraging to be able to report the appoint- 
ment of a Committee on Relations with Lo- 
cal Groups which is currently exploring the 
possibilities of increasing membership partici- 
pation at the local level by means of discus- 
sions of A.L.A. policies and programs. In 
addition to the appointment of this commitee, 
President Warren instigated a series of 
articles in the Bulletin on the work of the 
Headquarters office as a means of interpreting 
the scope of work now being done. 

Margery Doud, Second Vice President, in- 
augurated this series with an article in De- 
cember entitled “This Is Your Organization.” 
Five articles by staff members have followed, 
describing the activities of the Headquarters 
departments and staff. 

The January Bulletin carried a message 
from President Warren to the membership, 
“Divided We Fall,” which was written on 
request and has been useful in reprint form 
in promotion work. Ella V. Aldrich, chair- 
man of the Membership Committee, empha- 
sized the importance of numerical strength 
in the March Bulletin. Marian C. Manley, 
chairman of the Committee on Relations with 
Local Groups, outlined that committee’s as- 


signment in “How Much Could ‘Member’ 
Mean?” in the May Bulletin. In the June 
issue an article by Jean P. Black, “The Pas. 
sive Role,” voiced some specific criticisms and 
constructive suggestions for improvement, 

Initial steps have been taken to form two 
new divisions of the membership in the fields 
of public libraries and _ hospital libraries, 
When established these divisions should offer 
additional means for more active membership 
participation in group programs. These ac- 
tivities all seem to be evidences of recognition 
of some of the problems and a disposition to 
find effective solutions. 


Membership and Promotion Work 


The total paid membership on Aug. 31, 
1944, was 14,040 compared to 14,539 a year 
ago. There were 1889 new members added 
during the fiscal year just ended, 1550 of 
these during 1944. Every state, four US. 
territories, seven Canadian provinces, and 
sixteen foreign countries contributed to the 
new enrolment. Twenty-three students in the 
library school held during the summer at 
Quito, Ecuador, under A.L.A. auspices have 
enrolled as A.L.A. members. The delinquent 
list of unpaid 1944 dues on August 31 was 
1980. This figure is about 400 smaller than 
that of last year. 

Collections of membership dues for the 
fiscal year amounted to $73,824.45. This 


figure exceeded the budget estimates by 
$2724.45 and last year’s collections by 
$6602.49. The 1980 members whose 194 


dues remain unpaid represent a loss in dues 
of approximately $9165. 

Allotments to divisions to August 31 wert 
$5062.37 distributed as follows: Association 0! 
College and Reference Libraries, $1810.12; 
Division of Cataloging and Classification 
$802.80; Division of Libraries for Children 
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and Young People, $1962; Library Extension 


Division, $335.25; Trustees Division, $152.20. 


The first life membership since 1939 under 
the present by-law was enrolled during the 
year. Continuing membership without dues 
after twenty-five years of continuous A.L.A. 
membership has been granted by Executive 
Board action to ten retired librarians this 
year. The Association recorded the loss of 
one honorary member by death, Dr. Fred- 
erick P. Keppel. 

Christmas greetings were mailed to 428 
members in the armed forces. Membership 
cards have been sent to members in the armed 
forces overseas. 

The zoning system adopted by the Post 
Office necessitated extensive revision of the 
membership mailing plates during the sum- 
mer. Post offices in 124 cities assisted in 
furnishing zone numbers for addresses of 
nearly 4700 members. It is hoped that this 
information can be kept up to date by co- 
operation on the part of the members af- 
fected. 

An article on the work and staff of the 
Membership Department was prepared by 
Cora M. Beatty for the Bulletin series on 
Headquarters activities. 


4.L.A. Handbook 


Quick reference information on A.L.A. 
divisions and round tables was unified and 
expanded in the 1943 edition of this annual 
compilation. The classified membership tables 
were revised, giving more detailed classifica- 
tion of the membership enrolment. 

The 1943 edition achieved the distinction of 
an editorial in the Washington, D.C., Evening 
Star. 


Special Membership 


The quota of income from special member- 
ship established for the year 1943-44 was 
$7500. Actual receipts were $8112.50. There 
Were two new sustaining and twenty-one new 
contributing memberships. Discounting mem- 
berships which lapsed or were resigned during 
the year, the total number now registered is 
34 Sustaining and 151 contributing. Resig- 
nations decreased slightly, from ten to seven, 
and only one membership lapsed for nonpay- 
ment of dues. 

This brighter picture cannot be ascribed to 
any intensive campaign to secure and main- 


tain memberships. There has not been time 
for much more than routine solicitation and 
follow-up, although possibly we have been 
able to exercise a little more skill and per- 
sistence than usual. 

It is hoped that a more conscientious pro- 
gram of membership promotion can be based 
on an analysis of membership records made 
during this year. Records from 1927 to 1942 
were studied and afforded the following con- 
clusions: 

Forty-seven per cent of the present mem- 
bership joined in the period 1927-32 and 53 
per cent within the last ten years. Since 
1932 we have traveled considerably on the 
impetus of the first five years, relying on 
techniques, mailing lists, and principles de- 
veloped then. Since that initial period, how- 
ever, the amount of staff time and money 
spent on soliciting has decreased a good deal. 
Moreover, the areas in which much of the 
soliciting has been done are pretty well ex- 
hausted. The groups from which most of our 
special membership support has come are: 
book publishing houses, library clubs and as- 
sociations, and wealthy individuals. Within 
the past two or three years, large corporations 
and magazine publishers have been ap- 
proached, with some success. Other fields 
need to be developed, and this is a major 
consideration for next year’s program. 

New techniques for maintaining and in- 
creasing interest will also be tried, within the 
necessary time and financial limits. It is 
interesting to note that of the 415 special 
memberships resigned within the fifteen years 
studied, 54 per cent resigned because of lack 
of continued interest in A.L.A. These resig- 
nations were accompanied either by regrets 
that other interests claimed the member’s 
money or by no regrets at all. Two methods 
of holding interest are recommended: (1) a 
short, popular, illustrated annual report and 
(2) a monthly postcard to all special mem- 
bers calling attention to a single highlight in 
the Association’s program. Both of these can 
be initiated at a reasonable annual cost. 


Organization W ork 


A revort of the work of this department is 
incomplete without some mention of certain 
activities essential to the functioning of the 
Association as a whole. 

Ballots were distributed to the member- 
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ship, and assistance given the Election Com- 
mittee in its work of tabulation. A record 
of the voting showed 49 per cent of the ballots 
were voted. Fifty-eight per cent of the V-mail 
ballots for service members were voted. 

Several petitions for chapter afhliation were 
received from state or provincial library as- 
sociations and have been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Chapters for recommendation to 
Council. Some assistance has been given to 
the Committee on Council Credentials in ab- 
sence of meetings. 

Two proposed new divisions of the mem- 
bership have had advice and assistance in pre- 
liminary organization and promotion. 

An exchange of articles by the presidents 
of the A.L.A. and the Music Library Asso- 
ciation was arranged and each appeared in the 
June issue of the other organization’s pe- 
riodical. 

A letter of greeting was sent for presenta- 
tion to the New Zealand Library Association. 

Materials were assembled, office confer- 
ences arranged, and numerous problems dis- 
cussed during Marian C. Manley’s visit to 
Headquarters in preparation for her work as 
chairman of the Committee on Relations with 
Local Groups. 

The chief of the department has given 
secretarial assistance to the Joint Committee 
on Hospital Libraries in its proposed study 
of hospital library service. A tentative budget 
has been prepared and possible sources of 
funds explored. 


Personnel 


The staff of the department continues to 
be subjected to almost continuous change. 
Four changes in the professional staff and 
three in the secretarial and clerical staff have 
taken place during June and July. Byron C. 
Hopkins returned from military leave on 
Sept. 15, 1943, and resigned as editor of the 
A.L.A. Bulletin on June 23, 1944. He has 
been succeeded by Lucile Deaderick, formerly 
acting editor, then associate editor. Dorothy 
M. Johnson, who became editorial assistant 
in March, later moved to a similar position 
in the Publishing Department. Mary Eliza- 
beth Wattles is acting editorial assistant. 
Eunice Wolfe, membership assistant, resigned 
as of August 31, to continue professional 
study. This position has not yet been filled. 

The loss in experience and continuity oc- 
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casioned by so many changes places a heavier 
volume of work and responsibility on the 
remaining staff while new staff is recruited 
and trained. The burden of continuous train. 
ing, sometimes with insufficient benefits jn 
tenure, has made the past few years a constant 
strain in the department. 


Membership Committee 


The chairman of the committee was ap- 
pointed a member of the new Committee on 
Relations with Local Groups. In this ca- 
pacity she enlisted the aid of the Membership 
Committee in making wide personal contacts 
with individual members in an effort to get 
directly from them some definite expressions 
of what they expect to get from the A.L.A. 
as a result of their membership. 

The Membership Committee started the 
year with seventy-six members as listed on 
the inside back cover of this issue of the Bul- 
letin. Six vacancies have occurred during the 
year due to resignations and removals from 
areas. Delays in securing appointment of re- 
placements have left some areas neglected 
during the best periods for promotion work. 

General letters from the chairman and 
from the Membership office have been sent 
to the whole committee. These have been ac- 
companied by suggestions and instructions for 
organizing and carrying on the committee 
work, tabulation of new enrolments, delin- 
quent lists, and news notes from the field. In 
addition to this correspondence with the whole 
committee, personal correspondence with indi- 
vidual representatives on specific problems has 
helped the chairman and the Headquarters 
office to keep in touch with the work. The 
results in new enrolments show that the com- 
mittee has not been idle. 

One thousand eight hundred and eighty-nine 
new members have been added during the 
committee year. Five states having the larg- 
est number of new members are: New York, 
214; Illinois, 131; Michigan, 113; California, 
107; Pennsylvania, 102. Six other areas en- 
rolled more than 50 each: Massachusetts, 92; 
District of Columbia, 61; Minnesota, 59; 
Tennessee, 57; North Carolina, 55; Texas, 
54. Unfortunately, in seventeen states and 
one Canadian province the number of delin- 
quent members exceeded the new enrolments 
and produced a net loss. 

Five states making the largest net gains 
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during the committee year are: Michigan, 58; 
California, 33; North Carolina, 26; Texas, 
22; Kansas, 20. British Columbia made a net 
gain of 19, the largest in Canada. 

The Membership Committee can make good 
use of more promotional material such as the 
“Quiz for Catalogers” prepared by the Mem- 
bership Committee of the Division of Cata- 
loging and Classification for the inside back 
cover of the Dec. 1, 1943, 4.L.A4. Bulletin, and 
used in reprint form. 


Five new city areas have been recommended 
for special representatives on the committee 
for next year. 

To those who have aided this work during 
the year, the Association owes a debt of grati- 
tude. 

Evia V. AvtpricH, Chairman 
A.L.A. Membership Committee 
Cora M. Beatty, Chief 
Department of Membership 


Organization and Information 


Public Relations 


In some ways disturbing but in many ways 
encouraging was» the criticism of A.L.A.’s 
general program (often with specific reference 
to the public relations program) at some 
library conferences during 1944. The mod- 
esty of A.L.A.’s public relations prograra is 
chronic, but the root of the trouble is lack 
of financial support and of an adequate staff. 
Criticism is always depressing. In this case 
it is also encouraging because dissatisfaction 
indicates a growing interest in public relations 
on the part of the A.L.A. membership. It is 
hoped that the consequence will be increased 
support. 

Many of the suggestions which have been 
received from members are constructive and 
should be put into practice without delay. 
Most commonly expressed needs are a na- 
tional radio program cooperatively financed, 
centrally prepared publicity materials, and an 
expanded program of magazine and news- 
paper publicity. Whatever can be done with 
funds and staff available will be done, in 
any case. The fact remains, however, that 
we must work toward a public relations or- 
ganization headed by a chief with funds and 
time to develop contacts with librarians and 
Tepresentatives of communication channels, 
and with the executive authority to direct a 
coordinated, effective public relations program. 


The type of director needed would probably 


not be willing and should not be expected to 
work without capable assistance in handling 
the actual output of publicity material. The 
director of A.L.A.’s public relations program 
should be a librarian but should be able to 
pay for professional public relations counsel. 

In the opinion of the signers of this report, 
no radio program, no increase in any type of 
publicity, is as fundamental to good A.L.A. 


public relations as this type of Headquarters 
staff organization. 


Printed Publicity, 1943-44 


During the year articles, editorials, or 
news notes about libraries have appeared or 
were accepted for publication in the Progres- 
sive Farmer, School and Society, National 
Exchangite, School Executive, Pathfinder, 
Parents, Saturday Review of Literature, 
American Unity, Inter-American Monthly, 
Pan American Bulletin, Scholastic, Channels, 
Harpers, Religious Education, American 
Teacher, American Federationist, and High 
School Journal. An article on sex education 
through libraries by the Rev. Gilbert Appelhof 
was secured for Parents. An article on con- 
crete ways in which social agencies and librar- 
ies can work together by Olga M. Peterson 
and Warren E. Thompson was published 
in Channels. The division syndicated articles 
by Mildred English and Harold L. Hamill to 
state educational periodicals, assuring exclu- 
Sive use to one magazine in each state. They 
have been used either in full or as the basis 
for news items in many cases. 

One of these articles was on the advantages 
of library service as a career. The shortage 
of librarians, which will be increasingly seri- 
ous after the war, is responsible for an empha- 
sis on recruiting publicity during the year. 
A report on postwar needs in library per- 
sonnel has already been used as the basis for 
articles in the Nation’s Schools and Occupa- 
tions and will be used more widely. The 
article on librarianship which appeared in 
Mademoiselle for September 1943 was sub- 
sequently reprinted by A:L.A. in an edition 
of twenty thousand, and about eighteen thou- 
sand copies were distributed by the Depart- 
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ment of Library Education and Personnel for 
recruiting purposes through college, school, 
and public libraries. Through the efforts of 
A.L.A., the author, Mrs. Margaret Howser 
Charles, is under contract to E. P. Dutton to 
write a “career book” on library service, 
which we hope will glamorize the profession. 

The chief of the division prepared text for 
a membership promotion leaflet under the 
supervision of the chief of the department and 
an article on the preparation of annual re- 
ports for the July Bulletin, in addition to 
short Bulletin articles on celebration of vari- 
ous A.L.A.-sponsored book weeks. “Pan 
Americanism through Public Libraries,” a 
survey of activities, was undertaken at the 
request of the Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs and reprinted from the Bulletin by 
that office for wide distribution. Study clubs 
and teachers are still writing to A.L.A. for 
copies of the article before planning a course 
on Latin America, although the reprint was 
issued last November. 

Encyclopedia articles were prepared for the 
yearbooks of Americana, New International, 
Britannica, Collier’s, and for revisions of 
Doubleday’s Encyclopedia, the World Book, 
the New Standard, and the American Y ear- 
book. Releases to magazines and newspapers 
were on the following topics: the annual re- 
port, storage of research periodicals for re- 
stocking war-damaged libraries, books and 
libraries in Latin America, Sino-American 
cooperation through libraries, reading trends 
as reflected in public libraries, libraries and 
the returning soldier, Rockefeller grants for 
book purchases, A.L.A. awards and announce- 
ments concerning books and libraries, election 
of officers, announcement of cancellation of 
meetings, and postwar plans. 


Radio 


For many years there has been interest in 
producing a national radio program spon- 
sored by the American Library Association. 
Periodically plans have been developed but 
the serious obstacle has always been the cost 
of even a sustaining program for which radio 
time is donated by the’network. Script writ- 
ing, dramatic talent, and mechanical services 
by the network staff must still be paid for. 
We are, nevertheless, investigating exact costs 
and are prepared to consider a plan for co- 
operative financing by librarians. In the 
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meantime, a very modest attempt to offer a 
substitute has met with encouraging response, 
Monthly series of spot announcements for 
use on local stations are sent to libraries 
where radio officials have agreed to cooperate. 
About two hundred libraries are receiving 
this service which is directed at the average 
radio listener in the average town or small 
city. 

Many requests showed real appreciation of 
this type of A.L.A. activity. One librarian 
renewed personal membership as a result and 
asked about terms of institutional member- 
ship. Another wrote that the radio spots 
are “the most direct and most encouraging 
help that A.L.A. has given to small libraries,” 
One library was asked by the local radio 
station to supplement the spots with a regular 
weekly talk. 


Cooperation with Government and Private 
Agencies 


Early in the fall of 1943 arrangements were 
completed for joint publication by O.W.I. and 
A.L.A. of the Library War Guide, six bi- 
monthly leaflets outlining imminent govern- 
ment information campaigns, library methods 
for supporting them, and sources of related 
materials. By the terms of agreement, the 
text was issued from the Library Program 
Division of O.W.I. though each issue was 
planned jointly and A.L.A. provided some 
material. Unfortunately, O.W.I. activities 
were drastically curtailed after only three 
numbers had been published, and continued 
publication was necessarily abandoned. 

Several recent instances of successful co- 
operation between commercial agencies and 
educational or social organizations have raised 
the question of whether the A.L.A. might not 
consider industrial corporations, publishing 
enterprises, etc., as sources of funds for 
projects of mutual interest. There are an 
infinite numbet of undertakings which might 
be subsidized by commercial groups, if 
A.L.A.’s interests could be properly safe- 
guarded. Actual proposals may serve as eX- 
amples: sponsorship of a radio series prepared 
and endorsed by the A.L.A.; a jointly spon- 
sored forum program proposed by a national 
magazine; study club guides such as are now 
issued periodically by Newsweek and Good 
Housekeeping, paid for by a magazine ot 
standing but prepared by the A.L.A. Before 
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this field is explored, a policy governing re- 
lations with commercial groups is needed. A 
statement of policy is now in preparation. 


Book Weeks 


British, Russia, and China book weeks are 
good examples of successful cooperation with 
other agencies. None of these could have been 
possible without the help, often generous, of 
organizations which provided materials or 
served as contacts with their members. All 
three were sponsored by the A.L.A. Interna- 
tional Relations Board. Well received and 
widely celebrated by libraries, response to the 
book weeks was cumulative. Russia seemed 
to benefit from the results of the other two. 
No statistics on the number of libraries in- 
volved are available but over six hundred 
requests were received for materials issued by 
the British Information Services. Plans are 
under way for book weeks on other allied, oc- 
cupied, and neutral nations of Europe and 
Latin America, although specific dates for 
observance will not be scheduled by the 
A.L.A. 


Public Opinion Poll 


The National Opinion Research Center of 
Denver, a nonprofit organization endowed by 
Marshall Field III, has proposed a poll of 
public opinion concerning public libraries. In 
order to keep the cost to cooperating libraries 
down to a minimum, it is hoped that twenty- 
two libraries will participate, each community 
contributing to the cost of the poll and to the 
sampling of public opinion on which the sur- 
vey will be based. To date sixteen libraries 
have agreed to take part and the poll may take 
place this fall. It is expected to reveal the 
reasons why so many people are indifferent to 
the facilities of their public library and what 
services they really care to have. It will 
gauge the effectiveness of local library public 
relations and serve as the basis for some inter- 
esting conclusions nationally. 


Advisory Service 


Requests from librarians, outside agencies, 
and individuals for information, cooperation, 
and advice continue. Examples of the past 
year are: requests for a cooperative publicity 
service; information about the use of book 
Jackets in display ; guidance in steering a satis- 


factory course between two radio stations 
friendly to the library but jealous of each 
other; suggestions for financing a documen- 
tary film on rural Canadian libraries; assign- 
ments to write an imaginary library report to 
serve as a model for American libraries in 
Latin America and to write a five-minute 
speech on libraries and the communications 
arts for an A.L.A. representative at a na- 
tional convention; requests from free lance 
writers for information on various phases of 
library service; manuscripts on public rela- 


. tions for criticism; questions about securing, 


accepting, or utilizing gifts and bequests. 


Public Relations Committee 


The committee continues its interest in a 
documentary film on libraries and in an ex- 
periment to test the effectiveness of radio as 
library publicity. The committee is glad to 
report that a sound and color film is now in 
preparation by the Harmon Foundation with 
the cooperation of the State Department and 
will probably be ready for use in the fall. 
The film is being prepared primarily for use in 
educational reconstruction in China but will 
be capable of adaptation for other purposes. 

The radio experiment is progressing more 
slowly (see annual report, 4.L.4. Bulletin 
37:388, Oct. 15, 1943, for details). After 
preliminary tests were tried out in the Berk- 
shire Athenaeum, Pittsfield, Mass., it was 
decided that valid results could not be ob- 
tained without the help of trained surveyors 
who could devote time to organizing and su- 
pervising tests. The chief of the Public Rela- 
tions Division has been directed to investigate 
sources of subsidy for this purpose. 

The Subcommittee on Library Displays- 
for-the-Month has concluded two years of 
activity. The monthly displays reproduced in 
the Wilson Library Bulletin have been worth 
while, according to many correspondents, but 
the subcommittee has asked to be relieved 
because sources of usable materials have been 
exhausted. It is with great appreciation of 
their contribution that the chairman of the 
Public Relations Committee discontinues the 
subcommittee. 

Two new projects are under consideration. 
A series of pamphlets on various public rela- 
tions techniques has been proposed for com- 
mittee sponsorship. The committee may also 
develop a program to encourage the estab- 
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lishment in library schools of courses in li- | 


brary public relations. 

Beginning with the fall of 1944, the commit- 
tee will be reorganized to include one repre- 
sentative of each branch of public relations 
who will accept responsibility for development 
of activities within his special field. It is 
hoped that, by thus decentralizing responsi- 
bility, it will be possible to analyze the value of 
each technique to libraries, promote its use, 
and furnish the Public Relations Division with 
specialized advisers in each field. 

The signers thank the members of the 
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Public Relations Committee for their coopera 
tion during 1943-44 and confidently look for. 
ward to the continuation of their interest, 
The members: Margaret P. Coleman, Francis 
H. Henshaw, Sarah Irwin Jones, Corinne 
Mead, Jessie E. Rorke, Hannah Severns 
Mabel Williams, Wayne Stewart Yenawine. 


ELIZABETH Bonp, Chairman 
Public Relations Committee 
Oca M. Peterson, Chief 
Public Relations Division 


Membership Publications 


A.L.A. Bulletin 


From the Atlantic to the Pacific, and even 
from Hawaii to England, A.L.A. members 
have become increasingly insistent that the 
A.L.A. Bulletin be all things to all men. It 
is a source of gratification, however, to the 
editor and Headquarters staff that almost 
without exception men in the armed services 
have commended the work of the Associa- 
tion and of the 4.L.4. Bulletin. Librarians 
who are left at home and who feel the unrest 
incident to the war are the ones who do not 
like things as they are. 

In order to satisfy the demands of the 
membership, the scope of the 4.L.d4. Bulletin 
has covered subjects ranging from a descrip- 
tion of library service received by a wounded 
soldier in Italy to a general report on the 
year’s work from the Division of Cataloging 
and Classification. Probably the subjects 
most neglected have been those dealing with 
technical problems, but we have endeavored to 
recognize that part of the work even in these 
days when it seems so necessary to devote 
almost all of our attention to planning for a 
better postwar world, to the problems of 
demobilization and readjustment, and to 
spreading the principles of American librarian- 
ship to the American public and to fellow li- 
brarians throughout the world. 

Demobilization and readjustment, the sub- 
ject to which the Association devoted much 
of its attention during the year, consequently 
received particular emphasis in the Bulletin. 
A formulation of library responsibilities; a 
bibliography; checklists of library activities in 
the public library and school and children’s 
library fields; a report on the institute on 


demobilization and readjustment sponsored by 
the Illinois, Indiana, and Wisconsin library 
associations; a discussion of the areas of sery- 
ice to war-affected populations; a description 
of the uses to which books have been put in 
teaching the men in the armed services; a 
description of community postwar plans made 
by a city government; a university professor's 
recommendations for community planning; and 
a description of a library’s vocational informa- 
tion service—all treated the subject from 
various angles. 

Internationalism received more and more 
attention throughout the world and, more 
important to us, in the library profession, 
Articles on Army libraries in various theatres 
of war, on the need for cooperation with for- 
eign countries, on the condition of libraries 
and librarians in war-devastated countries, 
and on the plans for the visit to Latin America 
of the Executive Secretary and the director 
of the International Relations Office, were 
among those with an international theme. 
Three issues of the Bulletin were devoted 
largely to the Russia, China, and British book 
week plans and were consequently concerned 
with aspects of international relations. 

Public relations contributed a considerable 
part of the material used in this year’s num- 
bers of the 4.L.A. Bulletin. Articles on 
celebrating the British, Russia, and China 
book weeks; on encouraging reading about 
Latin America; on public library activities 
which promote Pan American friendship; on 
the production of annual reports; and on the 
A.L.A. public relations program, furnished 
members with information on many angles 
of a subject of vital importance to them now. 
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Hospital library work, particularly because 
of the present unusual needs, was discussed by 
men in service who have used hospital libraries 
or who have worked in them, by hospital li- 
brarians who considered the possible solution 
of the personnel problem by using layman 
yolunteers, and by a library school student 
who presented the need for and values of 
work in hospital libraries. 

One of the most popular features of the 
year was the series of articles on the 
organization and setup of the A.L.A. Head- 
quarters. Margery Doud, Second Vice 
President of the Association, wrote the 
introductory article describing the Headquar- 
ters as a whole. Following Miss Doud’s 
article, descriptions of the five departments 
which make up the Headquarters organiza- 
tion were prepared by the department chiefs. 

The need for drawing together materials 
which might in some measure compensate for 
the lack of conferences during the war years 
led to the Association’s plan for a Conference 
in Print. Most of the articles were by major 
authors followed by comment from a number 
of librarians and trustees who had previously 
read the articles. Forty librarians and friends 
of libraries contributed to the issue. 

Five articles sponsored by the Trustees 
Division were featured during the year. Sev- 
eral trustees reported on war activities in 
various libraries, and individual trustees con- 
tributed articles on the place of the library 
in the postwar period, the needs for social 
planning, organized labor and the trustee, and 
the spiritual values needed to meet postwar 
needs. 

Three articles on the labor movement and 
on cooperation between organized labor and 
libraries opened the way for future emphasis. 

An annual perspective on the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin reveals the variety of library views re- 
flected in eleven news issues. Of more than 
passing interest were articles about the 
leaflet on the race question prepared at the 
time of the Detroit race riots by the Detroit 
Public Library; the use of language records 
in the Public Library of the District of Co- 
lumbia; the position of the public library on 
the question of censorship; wartime adjust- 
ments in libraries; disposal after the war of 
surplus books in Army libraries; personnel 
problems and salaries; notes and articles on 
the programs and materials of national organi- 


zations and of government agencies. 

In an effort to satisfy various membership 
demands, several innovations have been con- 
tinued or inaugurated. For some time the 
membership has asked for more up-to-the- 
minute information about the Headquarters 
activities. In answer to this, the Executive 
Secretary has prepared four reports during 
the year. Many members feel that most of 
the materials included in the 4.L.4. Bulletin 
are directed toward the problems of the head 
librarian and that the library assistant comes 
off second best. To meet this criticism the 
gather-up articles describing activities of li- 
braries and librarians throughout the country 
under the title “What They’re Doing” have 
been continued at irregular intervals. In the 
hope that more members might be represented 
in the pages of the Bulletin, the Post section 
has been somewhat expanded. Several times 
as many letters were included in this year’s 
issues as has been the case for the past few 
years. 


College and Research Libraries 


The editorial staff of the Bulletin has con- 
tinued to handle the production of College 
and Research Libraries, the quarterly publi- 
cation of the Association of College and Refer- 
ence Libraries. Carl M. White remains as 
editor, but Ernest J. Reece has replaced Er- 
rett Weir McDiarmid as managing editor. 
The location of the editors in New York City 
rather than Urbana has meant a slight tighten- 
ing of the production schedule in order to 
allow more time in transit. Only slight diff- 
culty has arisen, however, and in most cases 
it has been possible to meet deadlines. 


Format 


To comply with the government restrictions 
on the use of paper, the format and paper 
weight of the Bulletin were changed beginning 
with the January 1944 issue. The margins 
of the pages were decreased to effect a 10 per 
cent increase in content, and the weight of 
the paper was decreased 10 per cent, resulting 
in total paper conservation of 20 per cent. 

Also beginning with the 1944 volume special 
features of an issue have been highlighted on 
the front cover. 


Lucite Deaperick, Editor 
A.L.A. Bulletin 
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Relations with Local Groups 


The A.L.A. Committee on Relations with 
Local Groups was created by the Executive 
Board in October 1943, to seek methods for 
greater membership participation in Associa- 
tion development through regional activities. 
Such methods are needed because, until more 
channels are found through which members 
may share in the Association’s development, 
there will be a lack of strength in the Asso- 
ciation’s program and a loss of broadening 
experience for the members. 

The work of the committee has, so far, 
been mainly exploratory. Committee mem- 
bers have sought comment and consideration 
of Association activities. Several of the com- 
mittee have developed informal group dis- 
cussions in different areas. Such group 
discussions have been held in New Jersey, Cali- 
fornia, Louisiana, and Pennsylvania. Many 
suggestions, comments, and reactions have 
been gathered through these conversations. 
Without committee suggestion, but to its 
keen interest, other group discussions have 
developed. One of these, in Iowa City, was 
the incentive for the provocative and widely 
appreciated article, “The Passive Role,” by 
Jean P. Black in the June issue of the Bulle- 
tin. Others, in Ohio, resulted in the passing of 
resolutions of which the following, passed by 
the Northeastern District of the Ohio Li- 
brary Association, is illustrative: 


Resolved, First, that we petition the A.L.A. 
to adopt a more aggressive attitude in general 
toward library needs and problems. 

Secondly, that it is the consensus of this 
meeting that the A.L.A. is not making full use 
of available publicity between the -people and 
the library. 

Thirdly, that we request A.L.A. to sponsor 
some national advertising through all media 
recognized by modern business; ¢.g., motion 
pictures, radio, newspapers, periodicals, etc. 
We suggest that this be done by someone trained 
and established in the field of advertising, not 
by a librarian. 

¢ 

A questionnaire to the professional staff at 
A.L.A. Headquarters brought thoughtful and 
constructive response. The article in the May 
issue of the Bulletin, “How Much Could 
‘Member’ Mean?” was planned to stimulate 
consideration and produced, to a slight extent, 
helpful and discerning comment. There is 
strong evidence that A.L.A. members are 


eager to assume their responsibility for chan. 
neling Association efforts along constructive 
lines. With the cooperation of the officers 
and Headquarters staff, A.L.A. members pro- 
pose to meet the postwar world with an or- 
ganization vital to professional progress, 

Because it is essential that whatever may 
result from this committee assignment should 
be founded on widespread membership interest 
and support, the committee will formulate 
recommendations only after it has had the full 
benefit of such consideration. Letters have 
been sent to librarians asking for staff dis- 
cussion and to Association officers seeking 
similar help. Discussion on these topics has 
been sought: 


I. Organization of the A.L.A.—Membership 
Participation and Return 

1. How could a closer tie between the A.L.A. 
and smaller groups be brought about? 

2. In what ways might more individuals par- 
ticipate actively in the A.L.A.? 

3. How can members and Headquarters co- 
operate in making A.L.A. membership of greater 
value to the Association as a whole and to 
members individually? 

II. Conferences 

1. Under normal conditions, would changes 
in frequency, extent, and geographic distribu- 
tion of general and special A.L.A. meetings seem 
of value? 

2. What satisfactory and unsatisfactory fea- 
tures have been noticeable in connection with 
past A.L.A. conferences? 

III. Headquarters Service to Members 

1. What Headquarters departments have you 
used ? 

Administrative 

Department of 
Services 

Department of Library Education and Per- 
sonnel 

Department of Publishing and Cooperative 
Services 

Department of Membership Organization and 
Information 

2. What steps have you taken to help in mak- 
ing Headquarters service effective? 

3. What A.L.A. publications have been of 
special service to you? 


Information and Advisory 


At the Council meeting in October it is 
planned to seek advice and discussion of vari- 
ous possibilities before final recommendations 
are made. In carrying out this program of 
membership consultation, the committee has 
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profited by the pattern set by Charles H. 
Brown as chairman of the Third Activities 
Committee. 

In seeking membership reactions, certain 
points are frequently emphasized. Often this 
emphasis is based on the failure to realize 
that A.L.A. is an expression of the members’ 
desires, needs, and efforts. It is apparent 
that too little effort has gone into exposition 
of the interrelations between activities and 
Association control. One indication is the 
recurring wish for a fuller financial picture. 
Other general sentiments are that there has 
been too little exploration of membership abili- 
ties for creative Association activities and 
that committees are too limited in their scope 
to offer sufficient channels for membership 
enthusiasm and skill. Again, the frequent 
repetition of certain names in A.L.A. commit- 
tees and elsewhere indicates another limita- 
tion. 

In seeking methods by which the resources 
of skill and enthusiasm throughout the mem- 
bership could be channeled for creative work, 
many feel that regional groups are needed; 
others consider the development of additional 
subject divisions would be an asset. Regional 
meetings of divisions are advocated; greater 
representation of officers and Headquarters 
staff at state and regional meetings is urged 
as are the more frequent visits to Headquar- 
ters of committee personnel or members 
delegated to assist in broadening the un- 
derstanding of A.L.A. membership service. 

In spite of the realization that it must work 
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under great handicaps, the Personnel Divi- 
sion’s present inability to meet either the needs 
of those seeking assistants or those desiring 
to change positions, leads to much criticism. 
The need for special study of this problem is 
strongly expressed. It is granted, however, 
that too little is known of work actually car- 
ried by the Personnel Division and to what 
extent it has been successful in making profit- 
able contacts. 

The schedule of dues, especially for the 
younger members, comes in for serious com- 
ment. A desire for a system of over-all dues 
is frequently expressed. 

In connection with national library develop- 
ment as contrasted with international proj- 
ects, there is strong feeling that A.L.A. has 
placed insufficient emphasis on a public rela- 
tions program. The Ohio resolution bears 
on this. The timely article, “An Open Letter 
on A.L.A. Public Relations,” in the July issue 
of the Bulletin is a pertinent discussion of 
this topic. 

The extended survey attempted through the 
letters asking for specific comment may add 
to the topics under consideration. The re- 
turns from these letters and from the informal 
conferences will be the basis for tentative 
recommendations, to be revised in the light of 
Council comment. 

Members of the committee: Ella V. Ald- 
rich, Mary Esther Hughes, Mrs. Alice Brooks 
Mooney, Claire Nolte, Louis M. Nourse, 
Ruth H. Shapiro, Jesse H. Shera. 

Marian C. MANLEy, Chairman 


Department of Information and Advisory Services 


The scope of this department and the cor- 
relation of the work of its several divisions 
were described in an article in the 4.L.A. 
Bulletin for March 1944 and need not be re- 
peated here. 

Important this year were relations with 
War agencies, which cut across division lines 
and were handled by the department head in 
close relation with the Federal Relations 
Committee and the Library Service Division 
of the U.S. Office of Education. Meetings in 
Chicago were attended on invitation of the 
Office of Price Administration, War Food 
Administration, National Housing Agency, 
and Immigration and Naturalization Service. 
Representatives from the Washington offices 


of these agencies discussed their programs 
with representatives of various national agen- 
cies and invited cooperation in informing and 
interesting their membership. Visits were 
paid to O.W.I. and other offices in Washing- 
ton. Unfortunately the circular, Libraries 
and the War, had to be suspended for finan- 
cial reasons, except for one issue (Number 
14, Nov. 20, 1943) for which copy was pre- 
pared by Charles H. Brown. 

Demobilization plans of federal and na- 
tional agencies in Washington and New York 
were explored on a field trip in February, 
and the part the library could play was 
brought into their thinking. The department 
aided in plans for the experimental regional 
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institute on demobilization in Chicago, com- 
piled for the 4.L.4. Bulletin a checklist on 
public library activities and another on activi- 
ties for children and youth, and prepared and 
issued in mimeographed form a supplement to 
the memorandum by Carl Vitz on Demobiliza- 
tion and the Library. 

In the resignation of the Headquarters li- 
brarian, Harriette L. Greene, on July 15, the 
department suffered a serious loss. Miss 
Greene had developed the library over a 
period of eight years and made it an active 
service agency to the whole Headquarters 


staff as well as a vital part of this depart. 
ment’s information service. Her successor, 
Elizabeth E. Baker, comes with a fine back. 
ground of experience in the T.V.A. 

For two months, June and July, the depart. 
ment head served as Acting Executive Secre. 
tary during Mr. Milam’s trip to Latin 
America. For the rest of the year, as the 
ranking department head, she carried extr 
responsibilities whenever he was in the field, 

JuLia WricHT Merritt, Chief 
Department of Information 
and Advisory Services 


Public Library I Wvision 


The division continued its information and 
advisory service, on request, to librarians, 
library trustees, state library agencies, pub- 
lic officials, and others, on many phases of 
public library administration and _ service. 
Subject emphasis reflected the changing times. 

It also initiated activities on behalf of and 
with the various boards, committees, and divi- 
sions for which its staff members serve as 
Headquarters representatives. ‘These activi- 
ties are recorded in the following reports: 
Library Extension Board, Adult Education 
Board, Postwar Planning Committee, Federal 
Relations Committee, Friends of Libraries 
Committee, Jury on Citation of Trustees, 
and the Trustees Division. 


The staff was further reduced this year by 
the assignment of the assistant and her secre. 
tary to the Statistics Division for several 
months (scattered over the year) for com- 
pilation of public, college, and university |i- 
brary statistical tables, and for the collection 
of annual statistical reports. There was also 
a two-month interim between the resignation 
of Kathryn P. Mier, at the end of February, 
to become executive secretary of the Mis 
souri Library Commission, and the arrival 
on May 1 of her successor, Margaret Fulmer, 
from the Parmly Billings Memorial Library, 
Billings, Mont. 

Jutta Wricut Merritt, Chief 
Public Library Division 


School and Children’s Library Diviston 


The report of this division of the Department of Information and Advisory Services is included 
in the section on the Educational Role of Libraries on pages 344-47. 


Headquarters Library 


Service 

Procuring, processing, and bringing to the 
attention of the staff new materials in their 
fields of interest; supplying publications and 
information requested by the staff and visi- 
tors; and occasional preparation of reports on 
special subjects, are important aspects of the 
Headquarters Library’s activity. Answering 
a monthly average of sixty-five letters of in- 
quiry on nearly that many subjects from li- 
brarians and others in all parts of the country, 
and occasionally from other countries, is an- 
other essential part of the library’s work. 


An increasing number of requests are com- 
ing to Headquarters for plans and pictures 
of libraries to aid in planning for postwar 
construction. Some material on library plat 
ning was sent to Lima to aid in planning 4 
new National Library for Peru to replace 
the colonial building destroyed by fire in 1943 

Library schools have made extensive use 0 
the picture file during the year for exhibits 
and class study. A collection of pictures # 
buildings and services was made for the new 
library school in Mexico City. 
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Collection 


A file of materials relating to postwar plan- 
ning in general and to the demobilization and 
rehabilitation of men and women in the armed 
forces and in war industry was built up and 
continues to grow. 

A valuable addition to the library is the 
file of records of the W.P.A. state library 
service projects, which was sent to A.L.A. 
when the office in Washington was closed. 

The library now has approximately 3500 
cataloged books and 1000 bound volumes of 
periodicals and library, state library agency, 
and association reports and bulletins. The 
vertical file of pamphlets, clippings, and manu- 
script material occupies sixty-four legal-size 
vertical file drawers, exclusive of the picture 
collection, which fills eight additional drawers. 

The vertical file expands rapidly and, since 
much of the material is of temporary interest, 
continual examination and elimination of pub- 
lications no longer needed is essential. 


Personnel 


Staffing the library was a problem during 
the year. Mrs. Dorothy Gyles, secretary and 
assistant to the librarian for fifteen years, 
resigned in July, and it was not until Novem- 


ber that Mary C. Bulger was appointed in 
her place. 

The librarian was on sick leave for two 
months during the winter. Mrs. Madge Col- 
lar Preble, and later Mrs. Dorothy Marchus 
Senesh, served as acting librarians during her 
absence. 

The undersigned resigned after eight years 
as librarian, and Elizabeth E. Baker, librarian 
of the T.V.A. Library, Wilson Dam, Ala., 


succeeded her. 


Recommendations 

Addition of a professional assistant is es- 
sential to enable the library to meet certain 
recurring needs: cataloging of pamphlets of 
permanent value; indexing of library periodi- 
cals, reports, and bulletins, especially urgent 
since Library Literature ceased publication 
for the duration; more careful examination of 
current publications to save staff time by 
routing only those of value; preparation of 
bibliographies on library buildings and other 
subjects on which the library has many in- 
quiries. 

The services of the library could be de- 
veloped in many ways that are impossible 
with the present limited staff. 


HarriETTE L. GREENE, Librarian 


Statistics 


Statistical work at Headquarters was again 
carried on without a full-time staff, for budg- 
etary reasons. Use of volunteer compilers for 
a second year seemed unwise because of the 
manpower shortage in libraries. The Execu- 
tive Board was, however, unwilling to give 
up the compilations and approved transfer to 
the Statistics Division of part of the time of 
the assistant in the Public Library Division, 
Kathryn P. Mier, and her secretary, for that 
purpose. When Miss Mier resigned at the 
end of February the department head _ in- 
herited direct responsibility for the activity. 

Statistical tables for university, college, and 
teachers college libraries were compiled and 
published in College and Research Libraries 
for March 1944. Public library tables were 
compiled and published in the 4.L.A. Bulletin 
for April 1944. The School Libraries Sec- 
tion of the Division of Libraries for Children 
and Young People set up a Statistics Com- 
mittee, which compiled a table of secondary 
school library statistics, now available at 


Headquarters for answering inquiries. 

Few requests from individual libraries for 
special data could be met because of the staff 
situation. A request from the World Al- 
manac was, however, met by compiling figures 
of large public libraries from the tables in the 
A.L.A. Bulletin. 

Correspondence regarding the proposed uni- 
form statistical report blank for county and 
regional libraries was carried on for the Com- 
mittee on Statistics. The form was tried out 
by some fifteen libraries, was approved by the 
Library Extension Division and its County 
and Regional Libraries Section, and then ap- 
proved by the Statistics Committee itself. It 
will be presented to the Council in October 
1944. 

At the request of the officers of the A.L.A., 
a project for a self-supporting statistical serv- 
ice on a cooperative basis was prepared for 
consideration by the Executive Board at its 
meeting in October 1944. 

A proposal for collection of data on public 
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library service to Negroes was explored and 
a tentative form set up for criticism. 
Correlation of statistical work of the 
A.L.A. and the U.S. Office of Education was 
considered at a conference in Washington 
called by the Office of Education and includ- 


ing the staff of its Library Service Division, 
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the chief of its Division of Statistics, and the 
undersigned. Recommendations were then 
discussed with the Assistant Commissioner of 
Education. 
Juria WricHT Merritt, Chief 
Department of Information 
and Advisory Services 


Boards and Committees 


Activities during the past year were of 
minor importance because of an absence of 
Council meetings. Several previous recom- 
mendations of the committee still await 
Council action and are scheduled for con- 
sideration at the Council meeting called for 
October of this year. 

These recommendations are to discharge 
two committees, namely, (1) on Substituting 
Divisional Publications for the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin and (2) on Union List of Serials; and to 
approve the failure to create an authorized 
committee, namely, the Joint Committee on 
Demonstration School Libraries in Teacher 
Education. These matters are set forth fully 
in the report for last year, 4.L.4. Bulletin, 
37:391, Oct. 15, 1943. 

A special committee, named the Committee 
on Public Libraries—Public Schools Relation- 


Divisional 
The committee carried on its activities 
solely by mail. Its chief action was to 


recommend to the Council the establishment 
of a division of public libraries in response 
to a petition in accord with A.L.A. By-Law 
VI, Sec. tb. The committee also presented 
its draft of a constitution to the committee to 


ships, was appointed during the year. Reasons 
therefor are presented in the report already 
referred to above. Also, by action of the 
Executive Board, a special Committee on Re- 
lations with Local Groups was appointed. 

Definitions of the functions of these com- 
mittees are to be set formally at the next 
meeting of the Council. 

A considerable number of questions relat- 
ing to discontinuance of present committees, 
to changes in name or definition of duties, and 
to the establishment of new committees, are 
under consideration and will be brought up 
for Council attention by the present commit- 
tee. 

Members of the committee: Thomas R. 
Barcus, Irene Fetty, Ernest J. Reece, Phineas 
L. Windsor. 

Car Viz, Chairman 


Relations 


draw up a provisional constitution for this 
division. 

Members of the committee: Mrs. Margaret 
Kyle Billingsley, Harold F. Brigham, Miss 


Lesley Newton, Benjamin Edward Powell. 


Wayne SHIRLEY, Chairman 


Council Credentials 


The function of the Council Credentials 
Committee as revised by the Council at its 
midwinter meeting Feb. 1, 1943, reads as 
follows: 


To consider problems of Council membership 
as they arise in connection with representatives 
in attendance at meetings of the Council, and to 
report to Council in cases when the recommenda- 
tion of the committee is disputed; to determine 
by lot the terms of members of the Council 
elected for indeterminate terms as provided by 
By-Laws, Article VI, Section 1. 


Because there has been no meeting of the 
Council this year, the activities of the commit: 
tee have been limited to determining terms 
of certain Council members. In this work 
the committee has had the assistance of Cora 
M. Beatty at Headquarters, to whom sincere 
thanks are hereby extended. 

Members of the committee: Margaret Jean 
Clay and Flora B. Ludington. 


SAMUEL W. MCALLISTER, Chairman 
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Publishing—A Third War Year 


Editorial Committee and Department of Publishing and 


Cooperative Services 


The work of the year might be characterized 
by increased activity to accomplish less. That 
is probably to be expected at a time when staff 
shortages and extra personal responsibilities 
connected with the war are putting such heavy 
loads on library staffs that time for committee 
work and for special assignments, particularly 
writing assignments, is virtually nonexistent. 
During the year five authors have had to give 
up the preparation of manuscripts to which 
they were definitely committed, and it has 
been increasingly hard to get people to assume 
responsibility for manuscripts even for de- 
livery after a twelve-month or longer period. 
The rate of accomplishment has definitely 
dropped although efforts to keep projects mov- 
ing have increased. As a matter of fact they 
had to increase or the treadmill on which we 
are racing against all sorts of odds would have 
carried us farther back than it did. 

The committee definitely lost ground on the 
planning and preparation of manuscripts. Its 
book production for the year, however, is 
something of which it is proud, thanks to the 
fact that the year started with many good 
manuscripts in hand. Entirely new, and de- 
serving special attention from the profession, 
are the McDiarmids’ Administration of the 
American Public Library, Wight’s Public 
Library Finance and Accounting, Hutchins’ 
Introduction to Reference Work, and the 
Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure’s Classi- 
fication and Pay Plans for Libraries in In- 
stitutions of Higher Education. In this cate- 
gory also are Louis R. Wilson’s memorandum 
on Library Planning and Voigt’s Subject 
Headings in Physics, both issued in August. 
Other important tools, either new editions or 
additions to series, included 4.L.4. Catalog 
1937-1941, American Library Laws, 2d ed., 
Basic Book Collection for Elementary Grades, 
Classics of the Western W orld, 3d ed., Melvil 
Dewey, Reference Books of 1941-43, Simple 
Library Cataloging, 3d ed., and Subject Index 
to Books for Intermediate Grades—First 
Supplement. All together fourteen new 
Tevenue-producing titles were issued exclu- 
sive of periodicals. Five titles were also 


issued for departments other than Publishing: 
two Booklist supplements—The Geography 
of the War and A Goodly Heritage—financed 
from special funds; a list, Interpreting the 
United States, published for the International 
Relations Board; and two titles for the Board 
of Education for Librarianship. “Passing the 
Book,” an attractive reprint of Mademoiselle’s 
popular article on library work has already 
been reprinted three times and some twenty 
thousand copies distributed. Education for 
Librarianship is the final report of the Com- 
mittee on Fellowships and Scholarships. 

Among ten regular titles which had to be 
reprinted were the Handbook of Medical Li- 
brary Practice, The Library Trustee, Post- 
War Standards for Public Libraries, and 
Teacher-Librarian’s Handbook. 

For next year the list of possibilities is less 
impressive and there is also more uncertainty 
concerning the actual appearance of some of 
the items scheduled. There are, none the 
less, some significant items, the first among 
them “Today’s Handbook for Librarians.” 
Here is as practical a tool as has been offered 
the profession in some time. Prepared by 
Mary A. Sweeney, director of occupational 
guidance service of the St. Paul Public Li- 
brary, it is filled with specific information and 
with lists of sources of information about the 
armed services, civilian employment and train- 
ing opportunities, employment regulations, re- 
habilitation of returned veterans, and the 
adjustment of demobilized industrial workers 
to normal pursuits. An extensive bibliography 
is included. Planned as an inexpensive pam- 
phlet, it will challenge every library that 
wishes to identify itself with the postwar 
adjustments of its community. 

Another adjustment item is the rewrite of 
a thesis on bibliotherapy—the use of books not 
so much in hospitals as in helping meet every 
type of individual adjustment problem. Princi- 
ples are developed, case studies are reported, 
and specific books which have been found help- 
ful are brought into the discussion. Bibli- 
ographies will be provided. The rewrite will 
be a practical and popular presentation of 
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ways in which books can be made to work 
effectively in situations heretofore largely 
neglected. While this item is one of the less 
certain ones, every effort will be made to issue 
it. 

A small pamphlet on the courteous handling 
of library patrons gives sound advice in 
humorous vein to all of those library workers 
who meet the public. While not of tremen- 
dous significance it can, none the less, influ- 
ence library relations favorably. It will 
probably be offered in quantities so that li- 
brary systems may make generous use of it. 

The two probable best sellers on next year’s 
list are a new edition of Hazeltine’s Anniver- 
saries and Holidays and a second Activity 
Book for School Libraries by Lucile F. Fargo. 
The former will be out in December and the 
latter in the spring. Two other items for 
school libraries are a “School Library Public- 
ity Calendar” and a pamphlet on home eco- 
nomics in the series Experimenting Together. 
Scheduled for early 1945 is a “Subject Guide 
to Public Documents” by Hirshberg and 
Melinat, a companion to Hirshberg’s popular 
Subject Guide to Reference Books. Catalog- 
ing interests will be represented by an eleventh 
Yearbook and by a fairly extensive annotated 
bibliography of tools for catalogers. The in- 
terests of scholarly libraries will be served by 
a book on “Reference Methods and Materials 
in Special Subjects.” A manuscript of a 
fairly extensive history of the American li- 
brary movement through 1876 is expected by 
February and a seventh edition of Buying List 
of Books for Small Libraries should appear 
in May or June. 

Several reasons might be given for the lack 
of progress in the planning and preparation 
of new manuscripts. First among these is 
the point already mentioned that, due to the 
war, members of various committees, critics, 
and authors have very little time to give to 
matters other than their immediate jobs. 
Second, without midwinter meetings and 
A.L.A. conferences there has been no oppor- 
tunity for committee and joint committee 
meetings and for personal discussion with 
the various people involved in projects under 
way. Third, a six months’ vacancy on the 
staff made it necessary for the chief of the 
department, during the past year, to give con- 
siderable time to the planning and prepara- 
tion of advertising literature, when under 
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normal circumstances this time would haye 
been devoted to the development of the pub. 
lishing program. A fourth situation, and one 
that is becoming more and more permanent, 
grows out of A.L.A. reorganization and the 
attendant complicated machinery for develop. 
ing manuscripts. Because of the breakdown 
of special interests, within the divisions and 
of the present necessity for working through 
many instead of a few channels so as to keep 
everyone informed, matters that a few years 
ago were handled in weeks now take months, 
It also happens that projects which have been 
under way for two or three years are aban. 
doned or postponed by incoming officers or 
committees when they do not see eye to eye 
with their predecessors. Excluding the ques- 
tion that such decisions may or may not be 
well advised, they are extravagant of time, 
energy, and sometimes of actual cash outlays, 
One wonders if such decisions are sometimes 
reached because it is easier to postpone than 
to figure out ways of getting things done. Or 
perhaps those making decisions fail to realize 
that a project planned now will materialize 
only in the somewhat distant future and that 
changing situations can always be taken into 
account as a project progresses. Whatever 
the cause, the effect is that the Editorial Com- 
mittee’s hands are sometimes tied because it 
must necessarily rely on the opinions of those 
it serves. These statements are made not in 
any sense as a Criticism of the setup but sim- 
ply in recognition of a situation which few 
probably realize exists. 

Despite various handicaps a few important 
projects have been started. A new edition of 
Van Hoesen and Walter’s Bibliography has 
been under discussion for several months, and 
reactions of members of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, Committee on Publications of the 
A.C.R.L., the authors, and a few others are 
ready to summarize. Definite plans and poli- 
cies governing the new edition will be set up 
before extensive work gets under way. How 
soon a new manuscript may be ready will 
depend largely on the extent to which we are 
successful in obtaining outside financial a 
sistance to make concentrated work on the 
manuscript possible. 

New editions of Buying List of Books for 
Small Libraries and of By Way of Introduc- 
tion were planned. The first, involving only 
the Editorial Committee and a single author, 
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was set up without any delay. The second, 
involving the appointment of a joint commit- 
tee representing three national organizations, 
a committee and a round table within an 
AL.A. division, a compiler-editor, a public 
library administrator, and the Editorial Com- 
mittee, has taken between eight and nine 
months to set up and some preliminaries are 
still to be settled. ‘This is a good example of 
what cooperation means in time and effort. 
Undoubtedly the results justify the work in- 
volved. How many librarians, however, in 
purchasing the list will think only of so many 


pages for so many cents? Perhaps they should’ 


be reminded that it is only because 15,000 
members support the A.L.A. that there is an 
A.LL.A. which can obtain the cooperation of 
other national organizations and of the best 
talent within the profession on an enterprise 
of this kind—perhaps, also, that the service 
the list will give will far outweigh its cost. 

Studies of The Library in the School and of 
Periodicals for Small and Medium-Sized Li- 
braries were made by special committees, and 
recommendations concerning the direction and 
extent of the next revisions received. "Those 
for the former have already been turned over 
to Miss Fargo who during the coming year 
will start work on the fourth edition of her 
book. Those for the latter are awaiting the 
appointment of a compiling committee. 

Groundwork for an index to short stories 
for children was also laid. This is a project 
which the Editorial Committee has had in 
mind for nearly ten years and which has been 
held up awaiting a definite decision that the 
H. W. Wilson index would be only for adults. 
A summary of the various requests for a chil- 
dren’s index was prepared, together with a 
list of basic questions concerning the general 
scope of the work and what its policy of in- 
clusion and exclusion should be. All of this 
was submitted in January to the Editorial 
Committee of the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People. The recom- 
mendations which are expected this fall will 
represent not only the opinions of the division 
Editorial Committee but of the officers and 
others of the School Libraries Section and of 
the Children’s Library Association. (Both 
are sections of the division. ) 

Another hurdle was cleared in the direction 
of a final second edition of 4.L.4. Catalog 
Rules. The committee appointed by the 
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Executive Board to study the use of the code 
made its report to which the Executive Board 
will give final consideration in October. The 
A.L.A. Catalog Code Revision Committee 
will then be ready to work on the final draft 
of the rules. Here again progress will depend 
somewhat upon the financial assistance the 
Executive Board may be able to give the 
committee. 

The microphotography annual which was 
planned to give continuity to the Journal of 
Documentary Reproduction during the war 
period failed to materialize. The reasons are 
those already cited—nobody with sufficient 
time to plan and to assemble material for a 
volume. The chairman of the Committee on 
Photographic Reproduction of Library Ma- 
terials made a valiant effort to get a volume 
under way but the little encouragement he 
received from his committee and from others 
made evident the impossibility of producing 
anything worth while. 

The editorship of the Hospital Book Guide 
changed during the year due to Mrs. Mildred 
Schumacher Hall’s withdrawal from library 
work. Beginning with July 1944, Gertrude M. 
Edwards and Marguerite Krieger, both of 
Cleveland, took over the editorship pro tem. 
Miss Edwards is chairman of the Hospital Li- 
braries Round Table. Several new people 
were added to the book reviewing staff of the 
Guide. The help of all those volunteers is 
greatly appreciated and is here publicly ac- 
knowledged. 

Work with publishers, the Federal Trade 
Commission, better business bureaus, members 
and chairmen of the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee occupies from one half to two thirds 
of Amelia Kearns’ time. She is the assistant 
to the chief of the department. Much of the 
work formerly handled by the chairman, who 
was greatly overburdened, is now centered at 
Headquarters. Reference to this committee 
should not be made without acknowledging 
the profession’s indebtedness to this hard- 
working group for the Subscription Books 
Bulletin which it prepares quarterly. 

The Editorial Office, under Mrs. Pauline J. 
Shipp Love, is responsible for final editing of 
manuscripts, book designing, setting of speci- 
fications, proofreading, decisions concerning 
format, and the settling of all general ques- 
tions regarding manufacturing details. Dur- 
ing the year her staff handled fifty-three 
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separate jobs including new books, pamphlets, 
reprints, and partial binding of existing titles. 

Wartime restrictions have been felt more 
and more. The paper quotas allotted were 
ample for our needs but restrictions on paper 
manufacture left us less and less choice. 
Lighter weight papers (present maximums 
forty-five pounds for eggshell and forty 
pounds for English finish) increase manufac- 
turing problems. Book cloths are extremely 
scarce. It is no longer a question of selecting 
a suitable color in a particular grade but of 
making the book design capitalize, as best one 
can, on whatever is available. While shortage 
of material is a major problem, the manpower 
shortage is even more acute. Compositors, 
printers, and binders with plenty of equipment 
haven’t the men to operate it. Not infrequent- 
ly they are compelled to refuse more work. 

Sales. The year just closed was the most 
successful, from the standpoint of sales, of 
any in the A.L.A.’s history. This is attributed 
to the fact that a number of important titles 
were issued, that several of them were pub- 
lished early in the fiscal year, and that com- 
prehensive advertising and publicity programs 
were carried out for each of them. 

Last year’s report called attention to a pub- 
lishing deficit of $32,000. The deficit now 
stands at about $18,000 which is offset by 
$13,000 in accounts receivable and a stock on 
hand that will yield from $100,000 to $150,000. 

Sales promotion was handled by Ralph T. 
Esterquest until January 8 when he left to 
become director of the Pacific Northwest 
Bibliographic Center. After a lapse of six 
months the position was filled on July 5 by 
Carl A. Dahl. During the absence of a sales 
and advertising assistant, sales promotion let- 
ters were written, advertising copy for period- 
icals and circulars prepared, Booklist 
advertising space solicited, and other matters 
handled by the chief of the department. 

Direct mail advertising continued to be the 
chief medium for bringing the new titles as 
well as some of the older ones to the atten- 
tion of potential purchasers. Approximately 
fifty mailings were made totalling 65,000 
pieces, consisting of from one- to four-page 
circular letters, printed cards, and news re- 
leases. In October the initial mailing of the 
revised 4.L.4. Books and Pamphlets was 
made to approximately twelve thousand li- 
braries. School Activities and the Library 
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was revised and the mailing of 20,300 copies 
to school libraries and educators was com. 
pleted in January. The insert for the Py}. 
lishers’ Trade List Annual was brought up to 
date and 3500 copies sent in July to the bind. 
ers in New York. In cooperation with the 
postal authorities the zone number was jn. 
serted as part of the address on some three or 
four thousand addressograph plates used for 
advertising purposes. 

Thirty-eight exhibits were sent out to vari- 
ous state and regional library association and 
school library association meetings. Though 
a larger number of exhibits went out this year 
than last, the number is still only about one 
third of the average, due to wartime cancella- 
tion of many meetings. 

Seventy-three full pages, eleven half pages, 
and fourteen quarter pages of A.L.A. display 
advertising appeared in nine periodicals in- 
cluding the 4.L.4. Bulletin and Booklist. 

As each new title appeared, review copies 
were sent to various library and educational 
periodicals. The number ranged from ten to 
one hundred, depending upon the type of book 
and the potential market for it. Personal 
covering letters with copies of the Rue Sup- 
plement and Basic Book Collection for Ele- 
mentary Grades were sent to a number of 
state departments and city boards of educa- 
tion and to curriculum laboratories. Copies 
of Administration of the American Public 
Library and Introduction to Reference Work 
were sent with personal letters to a few in- 
structors in library science. 

In October Mr. Esterquest spent two weeks 
in New York and made calls on ninety pro- 
spective Booklist advertisers and advertising 
agencies. As a result five new advertisers 
immediately purchased space and others took 
space later. Following these visits a new 
system was inaugurated for keeping an up- 
to-date record of the status of books under 
consideration by the Booklist staff. Per- 
sonal solicitation letters were written from 
month to month to selected lists of prospective 
advertisers. Booklist advertising _ billing 
amounted to $4623.94 for the year. The 
budget was $4500. 

A thorough housecleaning and reorganiza- 
tion of the shipping room and warehouse was 
completed and several tons of wastepaper 
added to the paper salvage drive. 

Among the new titles some of the best sel- 
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lers were: Classification and Pay Plans for 
Libraries in Institutions of Higher Education, 
whose volumes two and three are already out 
of print, Introduction to Reference Work, 
Simple Library Cataloging, 3rd ed., Basic 
Book Collection for Elementary Grades, 
Rue’s Subject Index to Books for Intermedi- 
ate Grades—First Supplement, Classics of the 
Western World, 3d ed., and A.L.A. Catalog 
1937-1941. Among the books of the preceding 
vear both Post-War Standards for Public Li- 
praries and the Handbook of Medical Library 
Practice sold so well that they had to be re- 
printed. 

Booklist subscriptions reached 9517 copies— 
a new all-time record—and averaged 9271 
per issue, a figure about 650 above the average 
of the previous twelve months. The average 
for the Subscription Books Bulletin was 3303, 
a drop of about 250, and for the Hospital 
Book Guide 659 copies, an increase of about 
100, 

The revenue produced by the department 
during the 1943-44 fiscal year is itemized as 
follows: 


Publications sales .............. $111,394.06 
Publications subsidies ........... 5,484.03 
Booklist subscriptions .......... 29,521.22 
Booklist single copy sales ........ 340.77 
Booklist sale of review books ..... 3,453.13 
Booklist advertising ............ 4,561.92 

is aie «ae ntned “ed $154,755.13 


Since there was no annual conference there 
was no revenue from advertising in the con- 
ference program nor from conference ex- 
hibits—two regular sources of revenue. 

Personnel. Turnover and shortages are 
nothing new to the readers of this report, yet 
for the sake of the record the following 
probably should be noted. In the department, 
aide from the Booklist which is reported 
separately, there were ten staff changes out 
of thirteen positions. Two serious losses 
were the resignation of Harold English as 
editor of publications and of Ralph T. Ester- 
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quest as sales and advertising assistant. The 
first position was filled immediately by Mr. 
English’s associate, Mrs. Pauline J. Shipp 
Love; the second was filled after a lapse of six 
months by Carl A. Dahl. The position of edi- 
torial assistant vacated by Mrs. Love was filled 
by transferring Dorothy M. Johnson from the 
Bulletin office. The position of proofreader 
was filled with temporary help until Novem- 
ber when Mrs. Margaret B. Hickey was per- 
manently employed. Mrs. Hickey resigned in 
June and was replaced by Mrs. Mary G. 
Blazer. There were five other changes in the 
secretarial, stenographic, and clerical staff in- 
cluding the secretaries to the sales and adver- 
tising assistant, the editor of publications, and 
the chief of the department. 

The number of projects worked on during 
the year numbered 80 as compared with 92 
the preceding year, 24 manuscripts were ex- 
amined as compared with 42, and II were 
offered as compared with 16. Of the manu- 
scripts examined and offered (total 35), 10 
were published (five? revenue producing and 
five others), 3 are in press, 7 are being con- 
sidered or revised, 1 was withdrawn, and 14 
rejected. Of the rejected items 12 were 
definitely outside the field of A.L.A. publishing. 

The tabulations showing projects under way 
and proposed which usually form an appendix 
to this report are omitted this year. They 
will appear again next year. The Booklist 
report follows this one. 

No changes were made in the personnel of 
the committee, a happy situation in view of 
the fact that everything now taken up with 
the committee is handled by mail. The mem- 
bers are Helen M. Harris, C. Irene Hayner, 
Eleanor Hitt, and Marian C. Manley. 


Wuarton MILter, Chairman 
A.L.A. Editorial Committee 
Everett O. Fontaine, Chief 
Department of Publishing 
and Cooperative Services 

1 Nine revenue-producing titles were in press when 


ead ds opened, bringing to 14 the number of revenue- 
producing titles issued during the year. 


The Booklist 


The Booklist has come through a most dif- 
ficult year. The sudden death of Zaidee B. 
Vosper, ending an editorial career that began 
m 1924, was a loss felt throughout the pro- 


fession and irremediable in this office. We 
were fortunate in our friends who came to 
the help of The Booklist staff in this emer- 
gency. Grace W. Gilman, Riverside, IIL, 
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Public Library, and Dorothy Schumacher, 
Lane Technical High School Library, Chi- 
cago, gave some time, and two libraries gener- 
ously lent assistants. Karline Brown came 
from Cincinnati for January and February, 
and Judith K. Sollenberger from Indianapolis 
for March and April. Their expert assistance 
enabled The Booklist to keep abreast of pub- 
lications during the busiest months. Dorothy 
Schumacher came in again in July to fill in 
during vacations. In May, Edna Veronica 
Vanek became first assistant and the acting 
editor was made editor. The position of 
second assistant is still vacant. 

The interim before the appointment of a 
new editor seemed a logical time for examina- 
tion of Booklist policy and procedure, so, at 
Mr. Milam’s suggestion, a questionnaire was 
prepared and mailed to four hundred people. 
These included a random sampling of Book- 
list subscribers in public, school, and college 
libraries, library schools, state commissions, 
and some committee members. “The queries 
were framed to determine the adequacy of the 
present form and the desirability of possible 
new features. The response was prompt and 
gratifying. It is pleasant to know that in 
general we are giving the kind of service 
subscribers want. The voters were almost 
unanimously in favor of continuing The Book- 
list as a buying guide designed primarily for 
small and medium-sized libraries. They pre- 
ferred considered reviews rather than hasty 
appraisals made after reading books in galleys 
which would necessarily lack the data regard- 
ing format, illustrations, bibliographies, and 
L.C. numbers. The inclusion of films was 
considered desirable for some future date 
when equipment is available but not necessary 
at present. School librarians need more indi- 
cation of reading difficulty. Specific requests 
were for more books for young people and 
children, more technical books, and more fic- 
tion. A cumulated quarterly index was not 
considered essential possibly because it would 
increase the cost. 

Librarians were generous with comments 
and suggestions, a real help to a staff that 
tries to keep in touch with the people who use 


the books it reviews. Concrete results will, 


we hope, be evident in The Booklist during . 


the coming year. Several lists of young peo- 


ple’s books will be published instead of an 
An attempt will be made to have 


annual one. 
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technical books selected and annotated by , 
technical librarian, and readability of books 
will receive more attention. 

Fiction presents a special problem, both 
because of the time required to give it the 
careful reading and the discriminating annota. 
tion that are necessary and because of different 
library demands. In some places there js , 
need for a wide range of fiction, not only for 
those novels in which some literary quality js 
evident, but also for lighter, more ephemeral 
writing. Unless librarians are to attempt to 
standardize what for many people is their 
chosen form of escape reading, this is a legiti- 
mate demand; if librarians are not to make, 
hit-or-miss selection, The Booklist must offer 
guidance. We shall try to include more fic. 
tion this coming year, conscious that even 
though it may not all be of high quality, it stil 
offers to some readers a certain measure of 
imagination, character insight, or social in. 
terpretation, as well as a temporary release 
from the prosaic realities of everyday life. 

We are more than ever conscious of the 
need for speedier listing of books and less able 
to meet the demand. All librarians are now 
aware of shipping delays and publishers are 
constantly meeting other emergencies in all 
phases of bookmaking. Review copies are 
late in reaching this office; often they are not 
here before publication date. Our own print- 
ers require more time and it now takes eight- 
een days for The Booklist printing. Prompt 
reviewing is a hope for the future. 

As in the past, The Booklist is indebted to 
its contributors. Excellent bibliographic arti- 
cles dealing with China and with Russia were 
written by Bruno Lasker and Harriet L 
Moore respectively. Two particularly timely 
bibliographies were “Demobilization and Re 
adjustment” by Harriet I. Carter and “The 
Library and the Post-War Adult Adjustment 
Problem” by Harry A. Jager and Franklin 
R. Zeran. Eva R. Hawkins compiled the 
annual list of health books, and Carl 
Melinat, until he entered the Navy, cor 
tinued his annotated lists of public documents 
The annual young people’s list was compiled 
by a committee of the Young People’s Read: 
ing Round Table, under the chairmanship 0 
Mary J. Cain. 

The series of bibliographies made possible 
by a grant from the Carnegie Corporation wa 
completed with the publication of two Book- 








| by a 
books 


, both 
it the 
nnota- 
ferent 
e isa 
aly for 
ality is 
emeral 
mpt to 
> their 
legiti- 
nake a 
t offer 
pre fic- 
t even 
it still 
ure of 
‘ial in 
release 
life. 
of the 
3S able 
re now 
ers are 
in all 
ies are 
are not 
1 print- 
$ eight- 
Prompt 


bted to 
lic arti- 
ia were 
riet L. 
> timely 
ind Re- 
d “The 
ustment 
‘ranklin 
led the 
‘arl H. 
ry, CcOfl- 
‘uments. 
compiled 
s Reat- 
nship of 


possible 
tion was 
o Book- 





PUBLISHING—A THIRD WAR YEAR 


list supplements. These were Geography of 
the War by Richard B. Sealock and 4 Goodly 
Heritage by a committee of young people’s 
librarians in the New York Public Library. 
During the past three years these supple- 
ments, serving as buying guides and the basis 
of reading lists, have been widely used and 
have been the subject of much appreciative 
comment from librarians. 

As was to be expected, the number of books 
received has fallen during each war year: 
5229 in 1941-42, 4541 in 1942-43, and 3691 
in 1943-44. Of these 3691 review copies, 
2238 titles were listed: 1180 adult classified 
books, 392 fiction, 311 children’s books, and 


399 


355 series and editions. 

Booklist subscriptions in those same years 
have gone up: in 1941-42 the monthly average 
was 8224; in 1942-43, 8780; and in 1943-44, 
9271. In spite of smaller publishers’ lists, all 
over the country people were buying and read- 
ing books, testifying to the truth of Malcolm 
Johnson’s words: “Books are explaining to a 
bewildered nation why we fight—how, and 
where, and whom we fight. . Are books 
essential? Try to imagine a democracy at 
war—without books.” 


EILEEN DUGGAN 
Editor of The Booklist 


Subscription Books 


The Committee on Subscription Books has 
continued the work of preparing reviews of 
subscription and reference books for publica- 
tion in the Subscription Books Bulletin. An 
effort has been made during the past year to 
evaluate as many of the reference books con- 
cerned with the war as possible. The Janu- 
ary issue was entirely devoted to the evalua- 
tion of inexpensive vocational materials and 
was prepared by the Subcommittee Evaluating 
Free and Inexpensive Materials under the 
chairmanship of D. Genevieve Dixon. Addi- 
tional vocational items were included in the 
April issue and others will be added from 
time to time. This type of material is espe- 
cially important now as libraries all over the 
country are approaching the transition from 
wartime to peacetime economy. Materials 
which the subcommittee still wishes to report 
upon are picture and map services. 

The increased sales activities on the part 
of some subscription book publishers, noted 
in last year’s report, continue throughout the 
country, and librarians should maintain vigi- 
lance against unscrupulous sales practices in 


their communities. 

The resignation of Fannie A. Sheppard as 
chairman of the committee took effect upon 
the completion of the October 1943 issue. 
Miss Sheppard had served in that capacity 
most capably for three years and continued as 
a member of the committee throughout the 
year. 

The Publishing Department at the Head- 
quarters offices of the Association has as- 
sumed many of the duties which formerly 
fell to the chairman of the committee, and 
this past year has, in addition, given invalu- 
able advice and assistance to the incoming 
chairman who was new to the committee as 
well as to the chairmanship. 

Members of the committee: Helen Ander- 
son, Eugene D. Hart, C. Irene Hayner, Louis 
T. Ibbotson, Mrs. Mary B. Kenan, Carl H. 
Melinat, Elizabeth Homer Morton, Claire 
Nolte, Ralph H. Phelps, Fannie A. Sheppard, 
Evelyn Ray Sickels, Rose L. Vormelker, 
Mary S. Wilkinson. 


KATHERINE E, ANDERSON, Chairman 


Union List of Serials Supplement 


(Special Advisory Committee) 


At the request of the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany an advisory committee to assist in the 
Preparation of a supplement to the Union List 
of Serials, second edition, was appointed in 


October. Mrs. Gabrielle E. Malikoff, who 


had edited the supplements to the first edi- 


tion, was appointed as editor. Questions 
relating to acceptance of additional cooperat- 
ing libraries and information about changes in 
holdings to be included in the supplement 
were considered during the winter. In May 
a checklist of new titles was issued to the 
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cooperating libraries. It is hoped that this 
will be returned by August 31 and that publi- 
cation can be undertaken promptly thereafter. 
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Members of the committee: Florence Braj. 
ley and Helmer L. Webb. 
Wy us E. Wricut, Chairma 


Library Literature in Translation 


This committee has held no meetings and 
has transacted no business during the past 
year, yet its existence seems to have been fully 
justified. Various librarians and a surprising 
number of historians have sent in suggestions 
of important foreign bibliographical works 
that should be translated. These have been 
added to the files. 

With the pacification of Europe in sight and 
the problem of establishing new cultural re- 
lations with all Continental peoples emerging, 
the ideas and ideals that this committee stands 
for have become more important than ever. 


It is, therefore, recommended: 

1. That the cooperating organizations cop. 
tinue to appoint committee representatives, 

2. That these representatives elect a chair. 
man who is temperamentally better qualified 
for his office than the present incumbent, 

Members of the committee: for A.LA, 
Mary Louise Pressler, Donald Everett Strout 
Henry Bartlett Van Hoesen; for A.L.L., the 
chairman and Nathan van Patten; for BSA, 
Harry Miller Lydenberg and Rudolph H, 
Gijelsness. 

Pierce Butter, Chairman 
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APPENDIX A 
eAccredited Library Schools 


The Board of Education for Librarianship has classified and accredited the following library 
schools under Minimum Requirements for Library Schools adopted by the A.L.A. Council in 
October 1933. Classification of the schools neither includes nor implies a comparative rating 
or grading. The schools are listed alphabetically by the italicized name in common usage, 
with date of establishment and present classification. 


New York State College for Teachers, Department of Librarianship, Albany. 1926. Type 
III.? 

Atlanta University, School of Library Service (for Negroes). 1941. Type II. 

University of California, School of Librarianship. 1919. Type I. 

Catholic University of America, Department of Library Science. 1938. Type II.** 

University of Chicago, Graduate Library School. 1926; opened 1928. ‘Type I.° 

Columbia University, School of Library Service. 1887. Type I.® 

Texas State College for Women, Department of Library Science, Denton. 1929. Type 
III.? 

University of Denver, School of Librarianship. 1931. Type III. 

Drexel Institute of Technology, School of Library Science. 1891. Type II. 

Emory University, Library School. 1905. Type II. 

Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia, Library School. 1928. Type III.” 

University of [/linois, Library School. 1893. Type I. 

University of Kentucky, Department of Library Science. 1933. Type III.? 

Louisiana State University, Library School. 1931. Type II. 

McGill University, Library School. 1927. Type II. 

University of Michigan, Department of Library Science. 1926. Type I. 

University of Minnesota, Division of Library Instruction. 1928. Type III. 

New Jersey College for Women, Library School. 1927. Type III. 

University of North Carolina, School of Library Science. 1931. Type II. 

University of Oklahoma, School of Library Science. 1929. Type III. 

Our Lady of the Lake College, Department of Library Science. 1931. Type II.* 

George Peabody College for Teachers, Library School. 1928. Type II.? 

Carnegie Institute of Technology, Carnegie Library School, Pittsburgh. 1901. Type II. 

Pratt Institute, Library School. 1890. Type II. 

Rosary College, Department of Library Science. 1930. Type III.‘ 

College of St. Catherine, Library School. 1929. Type III. 

Simmons College, School of Library Science. 1902. Types II and III. 

University of Southern California, Graduate School of Library Science. 1936. Type II. 

Syracuse University, School of Library Science. 1908. Type II. 

University of Toronto, Library School. 1928. Type II. 

University of Washington, School of Librarianship. 1911. Type II. 

Western Reserve University, School of Library Science. 1904. Type II. 

College of William and Mary, Department of Library Science. 1931. Type III.2 

University of Wisconsin, Library School. 1906. Type II. 





» Proceedings of the Fifty-Fifth Annual Conference, pages 610-13. 
sumphasizes service in schools and colleges. 
Provisionally accredited. 
} mphasizes service in Catholic schools and colleges. 
Advanced curriculum only accredited. 
ppestee curricula only accredited. 
Curriculum leading to B.A. in Librarianship only, accredited. 
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September 1943-August 1944 
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388 22 The following list of references, prepared Chicago Pamphlet Decision Favorable.” 
233::| by Grinton I. Will, director of the Public Library Journal 69:139-41, Feb. 15, 1944. 
ens: Library, Yonkers, N.Y., is selective rather E}Jsworth, Ralph E. “Trends in University 
e Bet than comprehensive. Expenditures for Library Resources and 
Shs American Library Association. Committee for Total Educational Purposes, 1921-41.” 
5 reports. 4.L.A. Bulletin, Oct. 15, 1943. Library Quarterly 14:1-8, January 1944. 
Se See especially paid to Libraries in War Areas” (p. “Gifts Important in Libraries’ Growth.” 
=m > " hw msion oO ibrar ervices \e . 

eet sayaa} “Library "Revenues, a Reading List of Refer- Library Journal 69:296, Apr. 1, 1944. 
PhO ences, September — bee (p. _— ; Hagerman, Mrs. Dorothy T. “A Survey of 
bet, American Library Association. “Public Li- Library Legislation in Michigan—1937 to 
© BANS 5 ae ” 9” rT ° ° 

Ee brary Statistics for 1942-43, comp. by 1944.” The Michigan Librarian 10:9-14, 
BE ott Kathryn P. Mier. 4.L.A. Bulletin 38:154- March 1944. 

Boch 944 

eft 67, April 1944. Kaiser, Walter H. “Postwar Standards for 
Sect) Bird, Frederick L. The Trend of Tax De- Public Libraries.” A4.L.A. Bulletin 37 :267- 
oBee linquency, 1930-1943. Dun and Bradstreet, 69, September 1943. 

EP #8) ° 

geet Inc. 35p. re ' Library Journal. Index, Vol. 68, p. 1075. 
times ‘ — in National Municipal Review, July 1944, See entry under “Budgets.” 





Bradley, Phillips. “American Libraries in McDiarmid, E. W., and McDiarmid, John. 


APPENDIX B 
Library ‘Revenues 


the Postwar World.” A.L.4. Bulletin The Administration of the American Pub- 
37:420-21, November 1943. lic Library. A.L.A. and University of | 
> Brahm, Walter Thomas. “Which Way Post- Illinois Press, 1943. 250p. 
; : Tae ‘ , . See Chapter VII. 
war Planning?” Library Journal 68:1038- 
39, Dec. 15, 1943. Nourse, Louis M. “Digest of State Library 
! Cain, J. Harvey. . . . College and University Laws. ] me cage a 
: Investments and Income, 1925-41. Wash- a y, vol. IV, no. 3. a > 
’ ington, 1942. (American Council on Edu- ae igs a is a" 
1 cation Studies Ser. III, Financial Advisory uth & cle tube Pineal fan” il 





2 Service, No. 20, Vol. IV, July 1942.) 
4 Carnegie Corporation of New York. Report 
of the President, the Secretary and the 
Treasurer, for the Year Ended September 


Rutzen, Ruth. “The Next Step Forward.” 
Michigan Librarian 10:5-7, March 1944. 


Wight, Edward Allen. Public Library Fi- 
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+ nance and Accounting. Chicago, A.L.A., 
Eee 30, 1943. New York, 1943. 115p. . 

tx See “Acceptance of the F Public Lib 1943. _137P. 

i 24-26. a =o Joun Boynton Kaiser, Chairman 







miy 
es 
cs 


eric 


Catholic schools and colleges. 





APPENDIX C 
(ommittees and Boards Not ‘Reporting 


sale Com 
miro 


~ LN aac AAA AAA ALAA AAA ASS 


d curriculum o 
ou 
ve 


ocurtic 
. 


sabaseee 


1 Emphasizes service in schools and colleges. 
hasizes service in 


. 
£8 . ‘er . ~ : . 
asi, American Association for Applied Psychology Constitution and By-Laws 1 
seni and A.L.A. Hospital Library Service, Special Joint Com- 
Book Acquisitions mittee ' 
Chapters Importations 


‘in | 
; 








404 4.L.4. BULLETIN: OCTOBER 1, 1944 


Nursing School’ Library Reorganization 

Oberly Memorial Fund Special Projects, Advisory Board for the 
Public Libraries—Public Schools Relations Study of 

Relations with H. W. Wilson Company State Relationships Joint Committee 


‘Round Tables Not ‘Reporting 


Acquisition Department Heads of Research Librarians of Large Public Libraries 
Libraries Library Buildings 

Adult Education Order and Book Selection 

Art Reference Professional Training 

Junior Members Religious Books 

Lending Small Libraries 











Membership Committee, 1943-44 


Chairman: Ella V. Aldrich 
Louisiana State University Library, University Station, Baton Rouge 


Alabama: Elizabeth Toombs Wiggins 
Arizona: Patricia P. Paylore 
Arkansas: Mrs. Carroll Bishop 
California: Howard M. Rowe 
San Francisco Bay District: Elsie Schauf- 
ler 
Los Angeles and Southern District: Mrs. 
Katherine R. Morrison 
Colorado: Marie Miller Olson 
Connecticut : Louise Maltby 
Delaware: Marjorie Louise Booker 
District of Columbia: Irene Fetty 
Library of Congress: Mrs. Anne V. Gard 
Departmental Libraries: Louise O. Ber- 
caw 
Florida: Clara Elizabeth Wendel 
Georgia: Wayne Stewart Yenawine 
Hawaii: Mrs. Juliet L. Davis 
Idaho: Eunice von Ende 
Illinois: Mrs. Beatrice Graham Kay 
Chicago: Dorothy Schumacher 
Indiana: Marian Dunlap 
Iowa: Opal Florence Tanner 
Kansas: Martha R. Cullipher 
Kentucky: Evelyn J. Schneider 
Louisiana: Alice Hebert 
Maine: Grace Trappan 
Maryland: Charles W. Mixer 
Massachusetts: Dorothy M. Gleason 
Boston: Bradford M. Hill 
Michigan: Helen Sedate Cooper 
Detroit: Margaret Stewart 
Mrs. Marie R. Webster 
Minnesota: Anita Saxine 
Minneapolis: Margaret Marie Mull 
Mississippi: Anna M. Roberts 
Missouri: Annadele Riley 
St. Louis: Elizabeth B. Platt 
Montana: Kathleen R. Campbell 
Nebraska: Jessie Robertson 
Nevada: Sarah Austin : 
New Hampshire: Lois E. Engleman 


New Jersey: Hazel C. Clark 

New Mexico: Freda A. Conrad 

New York: Mrs. Eulin Klyver Hobbie 
New York City: Elizabeth Edwards 
Brooklyn: William Chait 
Queens Borough: Helen A. Ridgway 
Long Island: Lucy M. Kinloch 

North Carolina: Hoyt R. Galvin 

North Dakota: Mrs. Hazel Webster Byrnes 

Ohio: Catherine E. Suber 
Cincinnati: Dorothy A. Babbs 
Cleveland: Donna L, Root 

Oklahoma: Anna M. Anderson 

Oregon: Mary E. Phillips 

Pennsylvania: Susan Himmelwright 
Philadelphia: Martha A. Connor 
Pittsburgh: Mrs. Marion Munroe Baker 

Rhode Island: Sallie E. Coy 

South Carolina: Emily Sanders 

South Dakota: Ruth Elizabeth Bergman 

Tennessee: Lucile Nix 

Texas: Emilie C. Netter 

Utah: Edith Rich 

Vermont: Christine Sanders 

Virginia: Mae Graham 

Washington: Margaret H. Bixby 
Seattle: Ruth E. Hale 

West Virginia: William Porter Kellam 

Wisconsin : Sybil C. Schuette 
Milwaukee: Ruth H. Shapiro 

Wyoming: Mary E. Marks 


Canada 
Alberta: 
British Columbia: Mrs. Edna M. E. Napier 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan: Adina Fal- 
coner 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince 
Edward Island: Nora Bateson 
Ontario: Winifred G. Barnstead 
Quebec: Helen M. Falconer 














Checklist of 
A.L.A. 1943-1944 Publications 





(] First Supplement te Subject Index to Books for Intermediate Grades. Eloise 3 
Rue. 1943. 197p. Cloth, $2.50. (Basic 1940 volume, $4; with Supplement, © 
special combination price, $5.) . 


() Public Library Finance and Accounting. Edward A. Wight. 1943. 1409. 
Cloth, $2.75. 


[) 4.L:4. Catalog, 1937-1941. Marion Horton. 1943. 314p. Cloth, $6. 


OC) Basic Book Collection for Elementary Grades, ALA-NEA-NCTE Joint Com | 
mittee. 1944. 133p. $2. 


(] Administration of the American Public Library. Ulincis Contributions Minn 
Librarianship, No. 3. E. W. and John McDiarmid. 1944. 250p. Cloth, $3. © 


(] American Library Laws, and Edition. James C. Foutts, Editor. 1944. 1200p. 4 
Cloth, $10. 


C] Classics of the Western World, 3rd Edition. Prof. Alan W. Brown and E 
others. 1944. 143p. $2. ia 


(1) Melvil Dewey. (American Library Pioneers series, No. 6.) 1944. 151P 
Cloth, $2.75. a 


(1) Introduction to Reference Work. Margaret Hutchins. 1944. 214p. Cloth, q 
$3.50. 


(1) Reference Books of 1941-1943. Constance M. Winchell. 1944. 115p. $1.$0. j 


[] Simple Library Cataloging, 3rd Edition. Susan G. Akers. 1944. 197p. Cloth, j 
$2.25. ’ a 


(] Library Planning. (Planning for Libraries series, No. 4.) Louis R. Wilson, 4 
1944. 93p. $1.50. , 


(1) Subject Headings in Physics. Melvin J. Voigt. 1944. 151p. Planographed, . 
$3.25. ’ 


[] Today's Handbook for Librarians; ready reference data with lists of sources 
of information about industrial employment and training opportunitie— 
opportunities in the armed services and the qualifications they demand— 
rehabilitation—and other social and emotional problems involving individual 
readjustment and guidance. Mary A. Sweeney. 1944. 100p. 75¢. 
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